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Baroda Dem announces
for house seat

Party activist Crandell
wants early start

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

BARODA — A Baroda
man is off to an early
start in his effort to gain
a state
House seat.

William
Crandell,
45, an-
nounced to
media Mon-
day his in-
tent to seek
the Demo-
cratic nomi-
nation for
the 78th District seat,
held by Oronoko Town-
ship Republican Dave
Pagel. The primaries are
almost a year away, and
the general election is in
November 2014.

He said he plans to
knock on a lot of doors
over the next several
months to talk to district
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residents.

“I wanted to start early
to get my message out to
as many voters as possi-
ble,” he said. “I would
like to see a real change
in the 78th, and I believe
that if [ get to know the
voters they will support
me and understand that I
believe my job as their
representative is to serve

i as their voice.”

The district covers
southern Berrien County
and parts of Cass Coun-

He said he decided to
run because he doesn't
like the direction the
state is going under cur-
rent Republican leader-
ship.

“I believe that it is time
that some new blood take
over in Lansing that 1s
not beholden to special
interests or under the
thumb of the Tea Party
and their threat of pri-
mary challenges,” he
said. “We need politi-
cians in Lansing that are
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willing to work together
to solve the daunting
challenges that this state
is currently facing. Forc-
ing schools to go under
and struggling to find
the funding to fix our
roads because of $1.8
billion dollars in tax
breaks is not acceptable
to me, and [ want to go
to Lansing to work to re-
peal them and ‘right to
work.’™

He said Pagel is “a de-
cent man,” but said he is
going to have to swing to
the far right in order to
survive in the Republican
Party.

This 1s Crandell’s first
run for public office, but
he has been active in oth-
er campaigns, including
Jack Arbanas’ unsuccess-
ful run against Pagel last
year and Robin Bays™ un-
successful run against
Sharon Tyler for Berrien
County clerk.

He i1s a member of the
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South County
Democratic Club,

where he served as the
communications direc-
tor and is a past chair-
man of the Blue Tiger
Community Action
Committee. He has or-
ganized town  hall
events and rallies to
discuss education fund-
ing. He is an active
member of the Michi-
gan Education Associ-
ation.

He graduated from
St. Joseph High School.
He attended Lake
Michigan College and
later Northern Michi-
gan University, where
he majored in history.
He is a paraprofession-
al for the Berrien Re-
gional Education Ser-
vice Agency in Berrien
Springs and is a free-
lance journalist. He
and his wife, Janine,
have two children.
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