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Coates, Napier lead 
LMC men to victory

MUSKEGON — Ken 
Coates had 20 points and 
six assists, and Roy Napier 
added 17 points and four 
steals to lead the Lake 
Michigan College men’s 
basketball team to a 66-62 
road win over Muskegon 
Community College on 
Wednesday.

LMC (1-1 MCCAA 
West, 9-6) trailed for much 
of the game before pulling 
ahead late and leading by 
as many as eight. Muskeg-
on (0-2, 8-7) rallied to 
within three before Napier 
came up with some key 
steals to help secure the 
win for the Red Hawks.

“Roy had a real solid 
game,” LMC coach Doug 
Schaffer said. “He had 
some key buckets and 
played real well defensive-
ly, too.”

T.J. Scott scored 10 
points for LMC. Terrell 
Clinton had 10 rebounds 
and Loren Johnson added 
seven assists.

LMC women breeze 
past Muskegon

MUSKEGON —Be-
hind a double-double from 
Lexi Hobbs, the Lake 
Michigan College women’s 
basketball team cruised to 
a 69-51 win over Muskeg-
on Community College on 
Wednesday.

Hobbs scored 18 points 
and pulled down 13 re-
bounds in the Red Hawks’ 
win.

LMC (2-0 MCCAA 
West, 11-3) took a six-
point lead into halftime 
and coasted the rest of the 
way.

DeYahnna Styles scored 
14 points as well as collect-
ing four assists, and Lacor-
sica Metts scored 13.

Tigers agree to 1-year 
deal with Iglesias

DETROIT (AP) — The 
Tigers have agreed to a 
one-year deal with short-

stop Jose Iglesias that pays 
him at an annual rate of 
$1.65 million while in the 
major leagues and 
$1,237,500 while in the mi-
nors.

Iglesias, who is not yet 
eligible for salary arbitra-
tion, received the maxi-
mum 20 percent cut from 
his previous contract, an 
$8.5 million, four-year 
agreement.

Iglesias fi nished second 
in last year’s AL Rookie 
of  the Year vote, hitting 
.303 in 109 games with 
Boston and the Tigers. 
Detroit acquired him 
from the Red Sox in a 
three-way deal shortly 
before the trade dead-
line.

Iglesias replaced Jhon-
ny Peralta at shortstop 
for Detroit while Peralta 
was serving a drug sus-
pension last season. Per-
alta signed with St. Louis 
during the offseason. 

Iglesias is part of  an in-
fi eld the Tigers hope will 
be improved defensively 
in 2014. Miguel Cabrera 
is moving from third base 
back to fi rst to replace 
Prince Fielder, who was 
traded to the Texas Rang-
ers.

W. Michigan opens 
MAC play with victory

KALAMAZOO — 
Western Michigan shot 60 
percent from the fl oor on 
its way to an 87-76 victory 
over Toledo on Wednesday 
in its Mid-American Con-
ference men’s basketball 
opener.

The Broncos shot 68 
percent in the fi rst half, 
building a 47-33 halftime 
lead.

Connor Tava led West-
ern Michigan (1-0 MAC, 
8-5) with 25 points and 
Austin Richie scored 19. 
Lawrence graduate Shayne 
Whittington had 10 points 
and a team-high 10 re-
bounds.

Justin Drummond led 
Toledo (0-1, 12-2) with 18 
points.

IN BRIEF

Television today
1:00 p.m. NASCAR Rac-
ing Daytona Winter Testing: 
Thursday. (Live) 

7:00 p.m. Women’s 
College Basketball Nebraska 
at Michigan State. (Live)

College Basketball 
Memphis at Louisville. (Live)

College Basketball 
Auburn at Mississippi. (Live)

College Basket-
ball Florida State at Clemson. 
(Live)

College Basketball 
DePaul at Butler. (Live) 

PGA Tour Golf Sony 
Open in Hawaii, First Round. 
(Live)

8:00 p.m. College 
Basketball George Washington 
at La Salle. (Live)

NBA Basketball Miami 
Heat at New York Knicks. (Live) 

9:00 p.m. Women’s 
College Basketball Penn 
State at Illinois. (Live)

College Basketball 
Tulane at Tulsa. (Live)

College Basketball 
Arizona at UCLA. (Live)

College Basketball 
Michigan at Nebraska. (Live)

College Basketball 
Marquette at Xavier. (Live) 

10:30 p.m. NHL 
Hockey Detroit Red Wings at 
San Jose Sharks. (Live)

NBA Basketball Okla-
homa City Thunder at Denver 
Nuggets. (Live) 

11:00 p.m. College Bas-
ketball California at Oregon. 
(Live) 

Friday
1:00 p.m. NASCAR Rac-
ing Daytona Winter Testing: 
Friday. (Live) 

6:30 p.m. College 
Hockey Michigan State at Ohio 
State. (Live)

7:00 p.m. NBA 
Basketball Detroit Pistons at 
Philadelphia 76ers. (Subject to 
Blackout) (Live)

PGA Tour Golf Sony 
Open in Hawaii, Second Round. 
(Live)

7:30 p.m. College 
Hockey Alabama-Huntsville at 
Notre Dame. (Live)

8:00 p.m. NBA Bas-
ketball Miami Heat at Brooklyn 
Nets.  (Live)

8:30 p.m. NBA Bas-
ketball Chicago Bulls at Mil-
waukee Bucks. (Live)

9:00 p.m. College 
Hockey Michigan at Wisconsin. 
(Live)

Boxing Friday Night 
Fights. Juan Antonio Rodriguez 
vs. Arash Usmanee. From Tacoma, 
Wash. (Live) 

10:30 p.m. NBA Bas-
ketball Los Angeles Lakers at 
Los Angeles Clippers. (Live)

Radio today
7:15 p.m.
Boys high school basketball 
— Lake Michigan Catholic at 
Michigan Lutheran (WSJM-AM, 
1400)

9 p.m.
College basketball — Michi-
gan at Nebraska (WSJM-AM, 
1400)

Friday
5:45 p.m.
Boys and girls high school 
basketball — St. Joseph at 
Lakeshore (WSJM-AM, 1400)

7:15 p.m.
Boys high school basket-
ball — South Haven at Coloma 
(WCSY-FM, 103.7)

8:30 p.m.
NBA — Bulls at Bucks (WMVP-
AM, 1000)

AIRWAVES

CONTACT US
The Herald-Palladium sports 
desk is staffed after 7 p.m. 
nightly. Coaches or managers 
are asked to report results as 
soon as possible the evening of 
the event for publication in the 
next day’s edition.

Phone numbers
(269) 429-1294
(800) 356-4262 ext. 294
Fax number
(269) 429-4392

Email address                     
for reporting results
sports@TheH-P.com
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U-M fires coordinator Borges
By NOAH TRISTER
AP Sports Writer

ANN ARBOR — Michi-
gan fi red offensive coordi-
nator Al Borges Wednesday 
following a feast-or-famine 
season in which the Wolver-
ines struggled to run the 
ball and protect their quar-
terback.

Michigan went 7-6 and 
fi nished 86th in the nation 
in total offense. The Wol-
verines scored 41 points in 
both a win over Notre Dame 
and a near-upset against 
Ohio State — but their of-
fensive line looked over-
matched in losses to Michi-
gan State and Nebraska as 

Michigan fell well off the 
pace in the Big Ten race.

“Decisions like these are 
never easy,” coach Brady 
Hoke said. “I have a great 
amount of respect for Al as 
a football coach and, more 
importantly, as a person. I 
appreciate everything he has 
done for Michigan football 
for the past three seasons.”

A message was left with 
Borges seeking comment.

Borges was one of several 
assistants who came with 
Hoke from his previous 
staff at San Diego State. 
Hoke took over at Michi-
gan after the 2010 season 
and led the Wolverines to 
the Sugar Bowl in his fi rst 

year. But they dropped to 
8-5 in the 2012 season and 
disappointed in 2013.

Quarterback Devin 
Gardner had his moments, 
but the Wolverines averaged 
only 3.3 yards per rush this 
past season while rotating a 
slew of interior offensive 
linemen.

Michigan was tackled for 
a loss 114 times this season, 
the most in major college 
football. The low point was 
probably back-to-back 
losses in early November 
against Michigan State and 
Nebraska. Against the 
Spartans, Michigan gave up 
seven sacks and fi nished 
with minus-48 yards rush-

ing, the worst output in the 
program’s history.

The following weekend, 
the Wolverines rushed for 
minus-21 yards against Ne-
braska, allowing seven more 
sacks.

Gardner’s lack of consis-
tency wasn’t all that surpris-
ing, since he rarely had time 
to throw behind a handful 
of inexperienced linemen. 
He also didn’t have the lux-
ury of a running game that 
defenses had to respect.

Gardner didn’t play in 
the Buffalo Wild Wings 
Bowl because of a toe inju-
ry. Shane Morris replaced 
him, and Michigan lost 31-
14 to Kansas State.

AP photo

Detroit forward Greg Monroe (right) passes off the ball under pressure from Toronto center 
Jonas Valanciunas (left) and forward Amir Johnson (15) during Wednesday’s game.

Pistons drop 6th straight
TORONTO (AP) — 

Kyle Lowry had 21 points 
and nine assists, Jonas Va-
lanciunas had 16 points 
and 11 rebounds, and the 
Toronto Raptors beat De-
troit 112-91 Wednesday 
night to hand the slumping 
Pistons their sixth consecu-
tive loss.

D e M a r 
D e Ro z a n 
shook off a 
slow start 
to fi nish 
with 19 
points and 

Terrence Ross had 17 for 
the Raptors, who went 31 
for 34 from the free throw 
line to snap a two-game 
skid and win for the sixth 
time in eight games.

Amir Johnson had 10 
points and 11 rebounds for 
Toronto, which leads the 
Atlantic Division.

Brandon Jennings had 
22 points and Rodney 
Stuckey returned after 
missing the previous three 
games with a sore right 
shoulder to score 14 for 

Detroit, which has not won 
since a 115-92 victory at 
Cleveland on Dec. 23. The 
Pistons have dropped eight 
of nine overall.

Josh Smith and Kentavi-
ous Caldwell-Pope had 13 
apiece for the Pistons, while 
Greg Monroe added 11 
points and 11 rebounds.

DeRozan had nine points 
in a fourth quarter in which 
Toronto led by double dig-
its throughout.

Monroe scored eight 
points in the fi rst quarter 
and Caldwell-Pope and 
Smith each had six, but 
Ross scored 11 to give To-
ronto a 26-25 edge after 
one.

Caldwell-Pope and Jen-
nings each had seven in the 
second as the Pistons an-
swered a 13-2 Toronto run 
with a 14-0 spurt of their 
own to lead 54-50 at half-
time.

The Raptors shot just 6 
for 23 from the fi eld in the 
second and 16 for 48 in the 
opening half, numbers that 
were dragged down by 

DeRozan (0 for 9) and 
Amir Johnson (0 for 7).

Things went better for 
Toronto in the third. Ross 
sandwiched 3’s around a 
layup by DeRozan as the 
Raptors took the lead by 
opening the quarter with 
an 8-0 run. Valanciunas 
scored eight points in the 
third, including three huge 
dunks, and DeRozan also 
had eight, as Toronto took 
an 84-74 lead into the 
fourth. Ross and Lowry 
both scored six for the Rap-
tors, who shot 11 for 22 in 
the third and outscored 
Detroit 34-20.
Notes: Raptors F Tyler 

Hansbrough (left ankle) 
missed his fourth straight 
game. ... Detroit G Chaunc-
ey Billups got the night off  
after playing eight minutes 
in Tuesday’s loss at New 
York. ... Andre Drummond 
had 16 rebounds for the 
Pistons. ... Detroit made 19 
of 35 free throw attempts. 
... Toronto began a stretch 
that sees them play fi ve of 
six at home.

Deng 
excited 
about 
joining 
Cavaliers
By TOM WITHERS
AP Sports Writer

I N D E P E N D E N C E , 
Ohio — Luol Deng was sur-
prised. His mom was shak-
en.

After learning he had 
been traded from the Chi-
cago Bulls to Cleveland, 
Deng said the most diffi cult 
aspect of knowing he would 
no longer be playing for the 
Bulls after nine seasons 
wasn’t packing his bags or 
saying goodbye to team-
mates.

The hardest part was ex-
plaining to his mom, Mar-
tha, he had to move.

“She couldn’t understand 
why,” he said. “She feels like 
I’m a nice guy, I get along 
with everybody, so I had to 
explain to her. She was ask-
ing me, ‘Are you not playing 
well? What’s going on?’ That 
was the hardest part.”

It’s gotten a little easier.
Deng began a new chap-

ter in his NBA career on 
Wednesday when he prac-
ticed with the Cavaliers for 
the fi rst time. Cleveland ac-
quired the two-time All-Star 
small forward Tuesday from 
the Bulls in exchange for 
center Andrew Bynum’s sal-
ary cap-friendly contract 
and future draft picks.

Deng said he didn’t see 
the trade coming. The 
28-year-old knew a deal was 
always possible and an end 
to his run with the Bulls was 
inevitable, but it caught him 
off guard.

“I’ve been very lucky,” he 
said. “Not a lot of guys can 
say they’ve been with one 
organization for too long. I 
was defi nitely surprised. 
You hear stuff, you hear ru-
mors, but some of it’s true 
and some of it’s not. When 
it happened, I couldn’t be-
lieve it. It took a while to hit 
me. But it’s not like I’m 
stopping from playing bas-
ketball. I’ve been traded 
from one great organization 
to another one.”

The Cavs are counting on 
Deng to make a difference 
on and off the fl oor. A de-
pendable scorer, solid de-
fender and leader, Deng 
brings a winning attitude to 
a young Cleveland team un-
dergoing growing pains.

“He’s a veteran who’s still 
in his prime,” said coach 
Mike Brown. “He adds to 
the culture of what we’re 
trying to do here. He’s defi -
nitely a two-way player that 
can add an amount of pro-
fessionalism, a maturity, 
and winning ingredients to 
any ball club.”

Brown said Deng, who 
averaged 19 points and 6.9 
rebounds, will likely start 
Friday night when the Cavs 
open a road trip in Utah. 

Deng recently turned 
down a contract extension 
from the Bulls, whose sea-
son shifted from contention 
to rebuilding after star point 
guard Derrick Rose was in-
jured. Several of his former 
teammates expressed disap-
pointment in seeing him 
leave, and Deng said it was 
tough knowing he won’t 
play with them again.

Manziel ready to head for NFL
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

COLLEGE STATION, 
Texas — Johnny Football 
is heading to the NFL. 

Texas A&M quarterback 
Johnny Manziel declared 
for the NFL draft on 
Wednesday following two 
spectacular seasons in 
which he became the fi rst 
freshman to win the Heis-
man Trophy and helped the 
Aggies make a splash in 
their fi rst two years in the 
Southeastern Conference.

“After long discussions 
with my family, friends, 
teammates, and coaches, I 
have decided to make my-
self available for the 2014 
NFL draft,” Manziel said 
in a letter posted online by 
the university. “The deci-
sion was not an easy one, 
but we all felt this was the 
right time to make the next 
step toward a professional 
career.”

Some NFL draft ana-
lysts have Manziel ranked 

as high as the third overall 
pick in mock drafts.

In a style befi tting his re-
cord-setting career, Man-
ziel led the Aggies to a 52-
48 come-from-behind win 
over Duke in the Chick-
Fil-A Bowl on New Year’s 
Eve in his fi nal college 
game. Texas A&M trailed 
38-17 at halftime before 
Manziel guided them to 
the victory by fi nishing 
with 382 yards passing with 
four TD tosses and 73 
yards rushing and another 
score. 

“In all of my years of 
coaching, Johnny Manziel 
is the most exciting football 
player I have ever seen,” 
A&M coach Kevin Sumlin 
said. “We appreciate every-
thing he has done for Texas 
A&M and Aggie football 
and wish him nothing but 
the best.”

Manziel became the fi rst 
freshman to win the Heis-
man in 2012 after setting 
numerous school and SEC 

records while leading Texas 
A&M to an 11-2 record 
and a victory over No. 1 
Alabama in its fi rst season 
in the SEC.

Notre Dame running back 
Atkinson enters NFL draft

SOUTH BEND — Running back 
George Atkinson III has become the 
third Notre Dame player this off-
season to skip his final year of eli-
gibility and enter the NFL draft.

Atkinson joins defensive linemen 
Louis Nix III and Stephon Tuitt in 
declaring for the NFL after the Irish 
finished the season 9-4 and ranked 
No. 21. While Nix and Tuitt have 
been projected as potential first-
round picks by some,  Atkinson is 
projected as a later-round pick.

Atkinson started the season 
listed as Notre Dame’s starting 
back, but finished second in yards 
and carries with 555 yards on 93 
attempts. He saw his carries dimin-
ish as the season wore on and 
freshman

 Tarean Folston got more carries. 
Coach Brian Kelly said Atkinson 
didn’t consistently run tough 
enough.

Toronto

112
Detroit

91

LOCAL SPORTS CALENDAR
YMCA League Ball

u The Benton Harbor-St. 
Joseph YMCA Basketball League 
for grades 3-12 runs Jan. 19-Feb. 
23. Teams practice one day a week 
and have games on Saturdays. 
Practices start Dec. 28. Cost is $45 
for YMCA members, $70 for non-
members. 

For more information, go online 

to www.bhsjymca.org or call 428-
YMCA.

YMCA volleyball

u The Benton Harbor-St. 
Joseph YMCA volleyball leagues 
are now forming. Three leagues are 
available: Open (advanced-level, 
men or women), Co-ed I (experi-
enced co-ed teams, minimum two 

women), and Co-Ed II (beginning-
level teams, minimum two women). 
Teams will play 9-10 matches. Cost 
is $50 for Open and $100 for Co-Ed 
teams. League runs Jan. 14-March 
25. Register at the YMCA.

The local sports calendar appears 
twice weekly in The Herald-Palladium. 
Submit items for the local sports cal-
endar to sports@TheHP.com or fax to 
429-4392.


