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Lake Michigan College Napier Avenue campus in Benton Harbor in 2013.

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Michigan’s Community 
College Week is Sept. 13-
21, and Lake Michigan 
College will celebrate with a 
series of events starting 
Tuesday at the South Haven 
and Benton Township cam-
puses, LMC announced.

The community is invited 
to participate in the activi-
ties:

■ At noon Tuesday there 

will be the TED Talk, 
“Ziauddin Yousafzai: My 
Daughter, Malala” in room 
SH141 on the South Haven 
Campus. The pre-recorded 
talk will be less than 30 
minutes. Visitors are invited 
to bring their lunch to the 
free presentation.

■ At 4 p.m. Wednesday, 
the men’s soccer team faces 
Muskegon Community 
College at the Napier Ave-

nue Campus soccer fi eld be-
hind Beckwith Hall.

■ From 6-8 p.m. Wednes-
day, there will be iPhone 
101 at the South Haven 
Campus. To register, call 
800-252-1562, Ext. 7500.

■ At 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
the women’s volleyball team 
faces Muskegon Commu-
nity College at the Napier 
Avenue Campus gymnasi-
um.

■ On Saturday, the men’s 
soccer team (at 1 p.m.) and 
women’s soccer team (at 3 
p.m.) face Schoolcraft Col-
lege at the Napier Avenue 
Campus soccer fi eld.

■ On Sunday, Sept. 22, 
the men’s soccer team (at 1 
p.m.) and women’s soccer 
team (at 3 p.m.) faces Jack-
son Community College at 
the Napier Avenue Campus 
soccer fi eld.

LMC ties events to Community College week

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BERRIEN SPRINGS – 
Nothing beats a written 
agreement, which prompt-
ed the Berrien Regional 
Education Service Agency 
and the Benton Harbor 
Housing Commission to 
strike a memo of under-
standing with each other.

Both agencies recently 
decided it would be a good 
idea to spell out the specif-
ics of their working rela-
tionship, Berrien RESA 
Superintendent Kevin Iv-
ers said.

“It’s basically to formal-
ize things that we’ve al-
ready been doing,” Ivers 
said. “We do a lot of early 
childhood services there 
(at Housing Commission 
sites), as well as our Par-
ents as Teachers group. 
That group is there, work-
ing with families.”

The memo also contains 
a possible long-term fi nan-
cial benefi t for the Housing 
Commission, according to 
Ivers, who told the RESA 
board about the agreement 
last week.

“When they have formal 
memorandums of under-
standing with partner 
agencies, it helps them as 
they apply for grants,” he 
said.

Getting grants is more 
likely when agencies like 
the commission can docu-
ment relationships with 
other entities like Berrien 
RESA, Ivers said.

“We share facilities. They 
have a meeting room that 
our staff has used, and 
when they have larger 
meetings, they use our fa-
cility,” Ivers said. “It’s a 
partnership with another 
service agency.”

In other business, the 
board renewed the district’s 

contract with Michigan 
Rehabilitative Services for 
one year.

The agreement provides 
$55,000 as matching funds 
to support Berrien RESA’s 
school-to-work program, 
which serves roughly 50 
special education students 
each year, Ivers said.

“While they’re techni-
cally a student of Blossom-
land Learning Center, 
they’re working at off-site 
locations. They’re working 
at Meijers, they’re working 
at Martin’s,” Ivers said. 
“These are the transition 
students preparing for life 
after they age out of our 
program at 26.”

The board also contin-
ued reviewing its policies 
with NEOLA, a state or-
ganization that specializes 
in those transition services, 
Ivers said.

“They’re servicing al-
most all the schools (in 
Michigan). They’re pretty 
much the only game in 
town now,” he said.

The district reviews its 
policies every spring and 
fall, and is halfway through 
its current effort.

Most of the updates in-
volve minor language 
changes, while others must 
be revised whenever state 
law changes, Ivers said.

For example, the board 
now has a policy requiring 
two employees to be 
trained in using epineph-
rine auto-injectors, which 
students need when they 
experience allergic reac-
tions, Ivers said.

That requirement re-
cently became mandatory 
under Michigan law, Ivers 
said, “so school board pol-
icies have to refl ect those 
changes.”

In appointments, the 
board named Betty Arndt 
and Sarah True as Niles 
Community Schools’ rep-
resentatives to the Parent 
Advisory Committee, 
which advises the district 
on special education issues.

Putting it 
in writing

Senate Bill 156, Reverse effect of Su-
preme Court business tax ruling: Passed 34 
to 3 in the Senate.

To clarify the intent of provisions in the 
Michigan Business Tax enacted in 2007, so 
as to reverse the effect of a recent state Su-
preme Court ruling (IBM v. Treasury) that 
reportedly would force the state to refund 
more than $1 billion to many companies 
with headquarters outside this state.

21 Sen. John Proos, IV R - St. Joseph Y

House Bill 4783, Expand a corporate/de-
veloper subsidy regime: Passed 83 to 27 in 
the House.

To authorize creation of a seventh Next 
Michigan Development Corporation, 
which is a government agency that gives 
tax breaks and subsidies to particular cor-
porations or developers selected by ap-
pointees on the entity’s board, for projects 
meeting extremely broad “multi-modal 
commerce” criteria (basically, any form of 
goods-related commerce). Reportedly the 
new entity will probably be in Detroit. In 
December, 2013 the legislature enacted a 
law authorizing a sixth such entity, this in 
the Upper Peninsula.

59 Rep. Matt Lori R - Constantine Y
66 Rep. Aric Nesbitt R - Lawton Y
78 Rep. David Pagel R - B. Springs Y
79 Rep. Al Pscholka R - Stevensville Y
80 Rep. Robert Genetski R - Saugatuck N

Senate Bill 156, Reverse effect of Supreme 
Court business tax ruling: Passed 100 to 10 
in the House.
The House vote on the bill described 
above.

59 Rep. Matt Lori R - Constantine Y
66 Rep. Aric Nesbitt R - Lawton Y
78 Rep. David Pagel R - B. Springs Y
79 Rep. Al Pscholka R - Stevensville Y
80 Rep. Robert Genetski R - Saugatuck N

ROLL CALL

By HP STAFF

Seven Southwest Michigan high 
school seniors have been named 
National Merit Scholarship semi-
fi nalists.

They include seniors from Ber-
rien Springs, Decatur, Lakeshore, 
Niles and St. Joseph high 
schools.

Most are expected to move 
ahead to become fi nalists for the 
7,600 national college scholar-
ships worth $33 million, the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Corp. 
announced this week.

The Southwest Michigan semi-
fi nalists are Cory Buchholz of 
Berrien Springs, Taylor Lutz of 
Decatur, Lakeshore’s Evan Zie-

bart, Robert Lundberg of Niles, 
and Tyler Darr, Trevor Greissing-
er and Ellen Miota of St. Joseph.

To become fi nalists, the students 
will have to submit a detailed 
scholarship application, with in-
formation about their academic 
record, demonstrated leadership 
ability, participation in school and 
community activities, and sum-
mary of awards, honors and em-
ployment. They’ll also have to 
write an essay and earn a high 
SAT score.

Finalists will be announced in 
February. The National Merit 
Scholarship Corp. is a nonprofi t 
organization that operates with 
private funds from businesses and 
colleges.

Semifinalists named 
for Merit scholarships

RESA and housing 
agency formalize 
agreement

BERRIEN COUNTY

Bioengineer seeks 
better microbe tests

EAST LANSING (AP) 
— As the Ebola virus draws 
the world’s attention to the 
danger of disease spread, a 
Michigan State University 
researcher is working to 
provide better tools to mea-
sure the human health risk 
from microbes and to train 
researchers in their use. 

Biosystems engineering 
professor Jade Mitchell is 
doing the work with help 
from a $1 million National 
Institutes of Health grant.

“One of the goals of the 
program is to link quantita-
tive scientists such as engi-
neers to biologists and so-
cial scientists,” university 

spokeswoman Holly Whet-
stone said in a statement.

The process is called 
quantitative microbial risk 
assessment, and Michigan 
State says it involves steps 
to fi guring out the human 
health risk from exposure 
to various microorgan-
isms.

The program is called 
One Health and will include 
two-week courses begin-
ning in summer 2015, the 
university said.

Historic church opens 
after steeple repaired

DETROIT (AP) — De-
troit’s historic St. Josaphat 
Roman Catholic Church 
has reopening 10 months 

after a storm damaged its 
200-foot-tall steeple.

Parishioners returned to 
the church for Sunday Mass 
following repairs to the 
steeple and roof, which was 
partially torn off by 60-70 
mph winds during the No-
vember storm. 

The winds knocked off  
slate shingles, shifted the 
bricks and left the 113-year-
old steeple lopsided. The 
church joined the National 
Register of Historic Places 
in 1982.

The Detroit News says 
about 200 worshippers at-
tended Sunday Mass, 
among them 84-year-old 
Christine Avila.

She says her parents mar-
ried at the church, and she 

had her baptism there. Avila 
says she didn’t remember 
how beautiful it was.

Parish council President 
Kevin Piotrowski says re-
pair costs will top $500,000 
and says fundraising con-
tinues.

Exhibit focuses on 
female photographers

BLOOMFIELD HILLS 
(AP) — An exhibit featur-
ing the work of female Na-
tional Geographic photog-
raphers is at the Cranbrook 
Institute of Science in 
Bloomfi eld Hills.

The fi rst Midwest stop 
for “Women of Vision: Na-
tional Geographic Photog-
raphers on Assignment” 

opens Sunday. It showcases 
the work of 11 award-win-
ning female photojournal-
ists in nearly 100 photo-
graphs.

The exhibit runs through 
Dec. 30.

UP foundation starts 
food initiative

HANCOCK (AP) — A 
foundation in Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula is start-
ing a program aimed at im-
proving children’s long-
term health by teaching 
them how to grow, prepare 
and appreciate fruits and 
vegetables.

The Keweenaw Commu-
nity Foundation is based 
in Hancock. Executive Di-

rector Barb Rose says the 
program will offer nutri-
tional instruction, garden-
ing, food preparation and 
lots of  tasting. 

Long-term storage meth-
ods such as canning and 
freezing are also included 
in the curriculum. 

The Sustainable Food 
Initiative is a collaboration 
of  volunteers, public 
schools, local farmers, and 
K-12 students and teach-
ers. It comes in response to 
a recent report by the 
Western Upper Peninsula 
Health Department that 
about 25 percent of  chil-
dren live below the poverty 
line and 40 percent of  local 
teens are overweight or 
obese.

IN BRIEF

By HP STAFF

Health centers in 36 commu-
nities across Michigan, includ-
ing InterCare Community 
Health Network based in Ban-
gor and the Lakeland Immedi-
ate Care Center in Cassopolis, 
have been awarded more than 
$8.5 million in federal support.

The funding will support 144 
new fulltime  employees at the 
centers and 51,635 patients, ac-
cording to U.S. Sens. Debbie 
Stabenow and Carl Levin, D-
Mich., who made the announce-
ment.

The funding, which is to in-

crease access to affordable care, 
comes through the Health Re-
sources and Services Adminis-
tration and was made available 
by the Affordable Care Act.

Stabenow said many Michi-
gan families rely on community 
health centers to receive basic 
medical services.

“Without these centers, many 
patients would go without criti-
cal health care or be forced to 
turn to the emergency room, 
which is a much greater cost,” 
she said.

Levin said the health centers 
play a vital role in communities 
across the state.

“This federal funding will pro-
vide much needed support to 
these health centers as they offer 
essential health care services to 
thousands of Michiganians,” 
Levin said.

The funding award to the cen-
ters, which includes two commu-
nity mental health centers, totals 
$8,539,761.

InterCare Community Health 
Network, Bangor, is to receive 
$335,248,  and Lakeland Imme-
diate Care Center in Cassopolis 
is in line for $210,752.

InterCare serves six counties, 
Berrien, Cass, Van Buren, Alle-
gan, Kent and Ottawa.  Four of 

the counties are ranked in the 
top 10 of Michigan’s seasonal 
census of agricultural workers, 
with Berrien and Van Buren 
ranking fi rst and second in the 
state.

InterCare announced last 
week that it broke ground in Au-
gust for a 5,378-square-foot ad-
dition to its administrative offi c-
es in Bangor. The offi ces house 
the executive team, human re-
sources, information technology, 
billing and other functions.

The project is being paid for 
with a U.S. Department of Agri-
culture Rural Development 
loan.

Community health centers get federal funding 


