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By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

DOWAGIAC — It’s be-
come tradition in recent 
years for members of the 
Pokagon Band of the Pota-
watomi to start off their 
Kee Boon Mein Kaa Labor 
Day pow wow weekend with 
a Women’s Water Walk. 

The walk pays tribute to 
the importance of protect-
ing the water.

Walker Joy Duff said it 
was elder “Grandma” Jose-
phine Mandamin’s vision 
that inspired Pokagon wom-
en to hold their own water 
walk to recognize the im-
portance of water to all life. 

“She attended a sundance 
ceremony where men and 
women made small sacrifi c-
es of a little piece of their 
skin for the people,” she 
said. “The Creator asked 
her to do something to hon-
or water.”

People traveling through 
the Dowagiac area Friday 
might have run across the 70 
or so walkers in the seventh 
annual water walk. Al-
though dubbed a “women’s 
water walk,” the women are 
joined each year by men and 
children as they make the 
13-mile trek from the north-
east side Dowagiac and on 
to the tribal property at 
Rodgers Lake off Sink Road 
south west of Dowagiac.

Niles area resident Gladys 
Bybee, a member of the 
Chippewa nation and also 
Buchanan city clerk, was 
among those gathered at 
sunrise Friday morning to 
collect water from a lake on 
tribal property off Gage 
Street. The women row out 
to the center of the lake, 
present an offering to the 

lake to make it strong and 
then fi ll a copper kettle, 
which they take turns carry-
ing on their trek.

Walkers stopped along 
the way, such as when they 
had lunch at the Dowagiac 
fi re station. Walkers stopped 
at every body of water they 
crossed to say blessings. The 
day began with cool tem-
peratures and ended with a 
light rain falling on the 
walkers.

Bybee said this was her 
fi fth water walk. She and 
other walkers noted that the 
Pokagon Band started the 
walk after welcoming wom-
en who took part in a Great 
Lakes water walk in 2002.

Pokagon communica-
tions specialist Paige Risser 
said that in addition to its 
homage to water, the walk 
has become a sort of kick-

off to the pow wow week-
end for a growing number 
of people. People attend the 
walk often stay around for 
the weekend of dancing and 
sharing of cultural tradi-
tions, she said.

New to this year’s water 
walk was the presence of 
four women military veter-
ans, all members of First 
Nations Women Warriors. 
The women, from all cor-
ners of the United States, 
are in Dowagiac this week-
end to take part in the walk 
and the pow wow grand en-
tries.

Brenda McEwing of Fort 
Myers, Fla., is president of 
the women warriors group. 
She said she and other 
women warriors carried ea-
gle staffs at Friday’s water 
walk and will carry them at 
the grand entries scheduled 

for 1 and 6 p.m. today and 
noon on Sunday at tribal 
grounds near Dowagiac. 

She said that carrying the 
eagle staff is an honor tradi-
tionally reserved for men. 

“The eagle feathers are 
sacred to us and remind us 
that the eagle watches over 
us,” she said. “When you 
carry the eagle staff, you feel 
powerful. It’s such a good 
feeling.”

Pokagon member Gayle 
“Rusty” Green lives in Indi-
anapolis but comes to Dow-
agiac two or three times a 
month in her position as the 
secretary to the veterans 
group. 

“I started walking with 
the very fi rst one,” she said. 
“My cousin Andy (Jackson) 
called me and said she need-
ed women veterans. It’s a 
special time for a good 

cause.”
Others walking included 

Arynn Foerester and her fa-
ther, Anthony, who both 
live in the Pokagon housing 
development off Dailey 
Road,  and Jerry Campbell 
of Elkhart, Ind. Anthony 
Foerester said the idea of 
suffering for a cause is one 
factor in why he comes back 
every year. He said the tem-
perature has been blistering 
hot at different walks over 
the years.

Campbell said the water 
walk is another way he can 
connect with his roots. 

“I’ve always been an In-
dian, but I wasn’t raised an 
Indian,” he said. “I want to 
learn as much as possible. 
This deepens our connec-
tion with one another. Ev-
erything we do as a tribe 
draws us closer together.”
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Some 70 people took part in Friday’s Women’s Water Walk, a recent tradition for the Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi Indians. 
The Dowagiac-area event marks the importance of protecting water.

LMC dorm 
opens today

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Lake Michigan College’s 
student housing complex, 
Beckwith Hall, is about 60 to 
70 percent full as it enters its 
fi rst semester

And offi cials are satisfi ed 
with that fi gure, for now.

Clinton Gabbard, vice 
president of Student Affairs, 
said the college projected 130 
residents for Beckwith, when 
it offi cially opens today to 
welcome students. The se-
mester begins Tuesday.

Gabbard said after Tues-
day’s board meeting that 220 
applications came in for the 
64,000-square-foot, 188-unit 
building, which LMC dedi-
cated in July.

“We’re getting people every 
day. There were some people 
who weren’t academically 
ready – if they weren’t ready 
to take college-level classes, 
they couldn’t get in. There 
were certain people where we 
said, ‘You know what? This 
probably isn’t in the cards for 
you,’” he said.

The total estimated cost is 
$8 million, which the college 
is fi nancing through bonds 
that it’ll repay from student 
housing fees over 30 years.

LMC is satisfi ed right now 
with where its investment 
stands, Gabbard said.

“We’re feeling good about 
it. We keep wringing our 
hands and saying, ‘We should 
be full,’ and Capstone – the 

organization that’s been con-
sulting with us, all the way – 
is saying, ‘Are you kidding? 
This is incredible. You’ll never 
have to fi ll up from scratch 
again.’ They’re very posi-
tive.”

Gabbard said he expects a 
ripple effect to bump up 
Beckwith’s occupancy rate in 
time. As an example, he cited 
about 20 or 30 student ath-
letes who moved in early, “be-
cause their summer commit-
ments started then,” he said.

He said the ripple effect 
should make itself felt as 
word gets around about the 
range of amenities at Beck-
with, such as its outdoor 
gathering areas for beach vol-
leyball and disc golf.

“Because these are fully 
furnished from the get-go, 
they’re (students), not going 
to be hauling couches. They’re 
going to be carrying boxes 
and stereos,” he said.

In other business, Gabbard 
reported that LMC has hired 
Kalamazoo resident Marta 
Lehman as its new volleyball 
coach. He couldn’t recall who 
Lehman is replacing.

“We’ve had a series of one-
season coaches, and we need 
some stability (for the pro-
gram),” he said.

Lehman has also applied 
for several full-time jobs at 
LMC, which would deepen 
her roots here if she’s success-
ful, Gabbard said.

“Getting somebody em-
ployed in another capacity 
goes a long way because they 
start seeing their coaching as 
an aspect of what they’re do-
ing. If she’s successful at get-
ting a position, she would do 
volleyball (coaching) part-
time,” he said.

LMC has been 
turning down 
applicants

Blessed is the water
Pokagon Band 
walks to draw 
attention to resourceBy JIM DALGLEISH

HP Asst. Local News Editor

BENTON HARBOR — 
A Benton Harbor city com-
missioner has joined the ef-
fort to fi nd a city resident 
reported last seen in July.

C o m m i s -
sioner Trenton 
Bowens said 
he is helping 
the family and 
friends of Jay-
vaire Holmes. 
They are plac-
ing yellow rib-
bons and fl iers 
around the 
city. 

Bowens said family last 
saw him July 12 at his grand-
father’s house in Benton Har-
bor. Bowens said Holmes 
hasn’t since called the family 
or answered his cell phone. 

“The family said this be-
havior is totally abnormal,” 
Bowens said in a phone inter-
view. Holmes is a 24-year-old 
father of four who is normal-
ly close to his children, Bow-
ens said.

Bowens said Holmes’ 
mother, Lisa Glaspy-Bobo, 
fi led a missing persons report 
with Benton Harbor police 
Aug. 5. The family refi led 
Aug. 25. 

Benton Harbor police did 
not return Herald-Palladium 
calls seeking comment. 

Bowens is resigning from 
the commission, effective 
Monday. But he said he 
would stay on this case.

“If my niece or nephew 
came up missing, I would 
worry and I would the com-
munity to help,” he said. 
“That’s what makes Benton 
Harbor unique. We always 
come together. We may dis-
agree, we may fi ght, but we 
always come together.”

Contact: jdalgleish@TheHP.com, 932-
0356, Twitter @HPDalgleish

Search on 
for Benton 
Harbor man

IN BRIEF
Hollywood reopens 
for two-way traffic

Hollywood Road in St. 
Joseph and Royalton town-
ships is now open both 
ways to traffi c.

A major reconstruction 
of the roadway and drain 
system took place this 
summer, meaning traffi c 
was limited to one-way. 

Construction crews fi n-
ished up Thursday morn-
ing.

BH sets block 
club info session

BENTON HARBOR — 
The city of Benton Harbor 
will have a meeting at 6 
p.m. Monday, Sept. 8, for 
citizens interested in learn-

ing more about block 
clubs.

The meeting will be in 
the library at Benton Har-
bor High School. Attend-
ees should enter the school 
through the Empire Ave-
nue entrance.

The meeting is open to 
existing block club mem-
bers and leaders, people 
who want to re-activate a 

block club, and people who 
want to learn about block 
clubs. 

Topics will include the 
purpose and benefi ts of 
block clubs, how to start a 
block club and how to en-
gage your neighbors.

For more information, 
call the city’s Community 
& Economic Development 
Department at 927-8420.

HOLMES

Coloma school board meets in 
advance of the new school year
By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

COLOMA — The Co-
loma school board held a 
special meeting this week 
to deal with several loose 
ends prior to the start of 
the new school year, 
which starts Tuesday.

It was also the last 
meeting for Superinten-
dent Terry Boguth, who 
is leaving to take a job 
with Coldwater schools.

Former Lakeshore 
schools Superintendent 
Gary Campbell will step 
in as interim superinten-
dent starting Tuesday, 
until a new top adminis-
trator is hired.

The board voted to ap-

prove a 2 percent pay 
raise for bus drivers who 
are already at the top pay 
scale.

Transportation Super-
visor Terry Lampros said 
most of  the 17 bus driv-
ers are eligible for the pay 
raise, but she didn’t have 
the exact number. District 
bus drivers reach the top 
of  the pay scale after four 
years on the job, she 
said.

In a related matter, 
Lampros said the district 
still needs a couple new 
part-time bus drivers for 
the new school year. 
Those interested can call 
her at 468-2433 for more 
information.

In other matters, the 

board approved the hir-
ing of  two new teachers, 
accepted the resignations 
of  two other teachers, 
and voted to lay off  two 
teachers due to financial 
constraints and reduced 
student enrollment.

The new teachers are 
Coloma Elementary spe-
cial education teacher 
Jennifer Brown and high 
school social studies 
teacher Daniel Roberts.

Resigning are Coloma 
Upper Elementary School 
teacher Natalie Macerata 
and high school machine 
tool teacher Charles 
Luchies.

The two teachers being 
laid off  are elementary 
school Title I teacher 

Douglas Webb and spe-
cial education teacher 
Meghan Reinbolt.

The board voted to ap-
prove new math text-
books. The district will 
pay $40,170 for a 
McGraw-Hill series of 
math textbooks for grades 
K-5, and $30,263 for a 
Houghton Mifflin series 
of  math textbooks for 
grades 6-8.

Boguth said the text-
books are being funded 
with money that became 
available in the budget as 
the result of  the district 
closing Washington Ele-
mentary School this year, 
as part of  the bond issue.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 
932-0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Man charged with posting school shooting threats
KALAMAZOO (AP) 

— A former Western 
Michigan University stu-
dent has been charged 
with making threats last 
year about a campus 
shooting.

A grand jury returned 

an indictment Thursday 
against Timothy Siang-
dun, accusing the 44-year-
old of  posting threats on 
the school’s Facebook site 
as well as two others in 
August 2013.

WMU spokeswoman 

Cheryl Roland tells the 
Kalamazoo Gazette that 
Siangdun was an electrical 
engineering student at the 
time but no longer is a stu-
dent.

Reached by phone, Sian-
tail about the allegations, 

saying it’s a “long story.”
Roland says Siangdun’s 

alleged threats didn’t lead 
to a public warning to 
people on campus because 
it was determined that he 
was miles away near Battle 
Creek.


