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BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— The Berrien Regional 
Education Service Agency 
will host its second annual 
countywide event for fami-
lies and children wishing to 
learn more about educa-
tional programs offered in 
their community.

The Berrien RESA Festi-
val of Families will be 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday at 
the Berrien County Youth 
Fairgrounds. The festival 
will feature a resource expo 
where families can learn 
about a variety of commu-
nity programs and services. 

New this year, the event 

will feature a college/tran-
sition recruitment fair fea-
turing community colleges, 
universities, trade schools 
and volunteer organiza-
tions from Michigan.

“We had such a success-
ful event last year” said  
RESA Superintendent Dr. 
Kevin Ivers. “The Festival 
of Families provided a net-
working and resource op-
portunity for hundreds of 
families throughout Ber-
rien County.”

Last year’s festival em-
phasized special education 
services, but this year’s 
event is for everyone – both 

general and special educa-
tion students and their 
families. 

The Festival of Families 
will have carnival games 
and activities that are ac-
cessible to children of all 
abilities. A variety of enter-
tainment acts will perform, 
and there will be face paint-
ers and a balloon artist.

Children will be able to 
create make-it/take-it art 
projects, visit with animals 
from Sarett Nature Center, 
enjoy hands-on activities 
offered by the Curious Kids 
Museum as well as partici-
pate in a community wide 

“Arts for All” painting 
project.  

Also offered during the 
Festival will be chair mas-
sages, a bounce house and 
a craft sale.  Lunch options 
will be available for pur-
chase.

The event and all activi-
ties are free. Pre-arranged 
shuttle service throughout 
Berrien County will be 
available at no cost to fami-
lies.

Contact Karen Heath at 
471-7725, Ext. 1147, to re-
quest transportation.  For 
more information, visit 
www.berrienresa.org.

Berrien RESA Family 
Fest on Saturday

Grappling for  
Jesus in Bridgman

BRIDGMAN — Profes-
sional wrestling and rhythm 
and blues are tag teaming 
Saturday, Sept. 20, in an 
evangelical event at Bridg-
man High School, organiz-
ers announced.

Doors open at 6 p.m. for 
the 6:30 p.m. Victory Fest 
2014, sponsored by the 
churches of the Southwest-
ern Baptist Association, 
representing Southern Bap-
tist Churches in Berrien, 
Cass and Van Buren coun-
ties.

At 6:30 p.m. there will be 
an opening mini-concert by 
the Spaniels. Led by Billy 
Shelton, the Spaniels are 

recipients of the 1991 Pio-
neer Award given by the 
Rhythm and Blues Foun-
dation of the Smithsonian 
Institute.

After the concert, Exodus 
Wrestling Alliance will 
bring a professional wres-
tling show under the pro-
motion of former superstar 
George South.

Wrestlers will be on hand 
before and after the event to 
meet the fans and take pho-
tos.

At 2 p.m., South will be 
host a clinic for any high 
school wrestlers in the area 
that may be interested in 
pro wrestling.

feet near the Blossomland 
Bridge (M-63) and the CSX 
Transportation Co. rail-
road bridge.

The Army Corps of En-
gineers allocated $1.5 mil-
lion to dredge the harbor in 

2014. 
So far this year, LaFarge 

Corp. has received 15 ves-
sels at its cement terminal 
on the outer harbor, deliv-
ering a total of about 
100,000 tons, Harbormas-
ter Larry LaValley said.

Dock 63 on Marina Is-
land received the heaviest 
load in its history this sum-

mer – 16,672 in one ship, 
LaValley said.

The dock handles stone, 
salt for road use and other 
bulk material.

The rising lake level has 
contributed to improved 
navigation this year.  The 
level of Lake Michigan and 
Lake Huron, which are the 
same hydraulically, is up 

about three feet from near 
record lows in January 
2013, according to the 
Army Corps.

The level increased 15 
inches from July 2013 to 
July of this year to about 
four inches below the long-
term average for the 
month.

Contact: saiken@TheHP.com. 932-
0358, Twitter: @HPAiken

Commissioner Mac El-
liott said alcohol sales at 
certain events were first ap-
proved on a limited basis 
years ago and there have 
been few problems.

“Since then these events 

have been uneventful in a 
good sense,” he said.

Responsible adults, El-
liott said, should be given 
an opportunity to consume 
alcohol in a responsible 
way.

“If they extend it for two 
hours it doesn’t mean 
someone is going to be 
slugging them down for six 

hours,” Elliott said.
Voting for the extended 

hours were commissioners 
Jim Curran, Jon Hinkel-
man, John Klimek, Neal 
Nitz, Yarbrough, Panozzo, 
Vavra and Elliott.

Brian Bailey, county 
parks and recreation direc-
tor, said eight events at 
Shadlowland are autho-

rized to sell alcohol but not 
all do.

Tickets must be pur-
chased for admission to 
the events, and there have 
been few problems, though 
occasionally people are cut 
off  from alcohol purchas-
es.

Contact: saiken@TheHP.com, 932-
0358, Twitter: @HPAiken
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LMC Foundation  
makes appointments

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— The Lake Michigan 
College Foundation Board 
of  Directors elected Jeff  
Curry, vice president of 
operations at United Fed-
eral Credit Union, as 
president for a one-year 
term, effective July 1, 
2014, the college an-
nounced this week. 

Jim Marohn, co-owner 
and president of  Double-
day Office Products, was 
elected vice president of 
the foundation board for 
the same period.

In addition, one new 
member was appointed 
and three current mem-
bers were re-appointed to 
the board for three-year 
terms beginning July 1, 
2014, and ending June 30, 
2017.

The new member is 
Scott Geik, vice president 
of  commercial banking, 
1st Source Bank.

The reappointed mem-
bers are Greg O’Niel; 
Doug Schaffer, interim ex-
ecutive dean, South Haven 
Campus, Lake Michigan 
College; and

Mike Welch, partner of 
Magnate Capital.

SJ Twp. to issue  
landfill passes

ST. JOSEPH — The St. 
Joseph Township will is-
sue two free passes per 
resident for use at the Or-
chard Hills landfill Oct. 
3-4, 10-11, 17-18, and 24-
25.

Passes will be available 
for pickup at the Town-
ship Hall after Friday.

Users are entitled to 
free trips to dispose of 
items at Orchard Hills, 
off  Hennessy Road in 
Watervliet, Township 
Manager Tim Fenderbo-
sch said. He said the 
township spends about 
$7,000 to $8,000 per year 
to offer its spring and fall 
cleanup programs

 “It’s cheaper, however, 
than having special pick-
ups,” Fenderbosch said. 
“Surprisingly, it (the drive 
to Watervliet) doesn’t 
stop people. They’re pret-
ty excited to get rid of  the 
stuff. It’s usually bigger 
items – it may be a couch, 
it might be a book shelf  
that your normal yard 
waste (hauler) doesn’t 
pick up.”

Free potassium iodide 
supply available 

LANSING — The 
Michigan Department 
of  Community Health is 
reminding those who live 
or work within 10 miles 
of  a nuclear power plant 
and who have free potas-
sium iodide (KI) for 
their emergency stock-
piles to check the expira-
tion date on their KI 
boxes. 

Much of  the potassium 
iodide that has been dis-
pensed in the past few 
years will expire in Octo-
ber. Replacement KI is 
now available at partici-
pating pharmacies at no 
cost.

The department is mail-
ing information to anyone 
who has obtained KI with 
the October expiration 
date. The mailing includes 
a voucher that should be 
completed and taken to a 
participating pharmacy to 
be redeemed for an updat-
ed potassium iodide sup-
ply.

Vouchers and a list of 
participating pharmacies 
are also posted at www.
michigan.gov/KI. Persons 
who have not obtained KI 
are encouraged to obtain 
it now.

In the event of  a plant 
emergency, officials will 
instruct residents and 
businesses on primary 
protective measures. KI is 
recommended as an addi-
tional measure.

For more information, 
visit www.michigan.gov/
KI or call 517-335-8350.

IN BRIEF
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ST. JOSEPH — A group 
of citizens have asked the 
Berrien County Board to 
show what evidence was used 
in deciding to approve a 
sheriff’s department request 
last year for surplus military 
hardware, including an 
MRAP armored vehicle.

A paper making the re-
quest was presented Wednes-
day by Cheryl Marie Lynch 
of New Buffalo Township.

The group claims that fed-
eral procurement procedures 
require a showing of evi-
dence of need, and Berrien 
County has not done that.

The county board in De-
cember approved Sheriff  

Paul Bailey’s request to ac-
quire an MRAP, for “mine-
resistant ambush protected,” 
a vehicle widely used in the 
wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan.

Bailey has stated that his 
department needs the vehicle 
to protect officers in the 
event of a terrorist threat to 
the area’s two nuclear power 
plants or other critical infra-
structure, or to safely move 
officers into other potentially 
dangerous situations.

Several people attending 
Thursday’s county board 
meeting voiced opposition 
to the “militarization” of ci-
vilian police forces. Similar 
complaints were made at 
previous meetings.

Group wants evidence 
of need for MRAP

WWW.THEHP .COM

Detroit official: Debt plan ‘adjustments’ possible
By COREY WILLIAMS
Associated Press

DETROIT — Detroit’s 
chief  financial officer ac-
knowledged Thursday that 
officials may have to make 
“adjustments” to a plan 
aimed at reducing the 
bankrupt city’s debt if  fu-
ture revenues come in low-
er than projected.

John Hill Jr. was the first 
witness called during a trial 
that began this week, where 
a federal judge is weighing 
whether to approve the 
city’s long-term plan to get 
out of bankruptcy.

Detroit is trying to cut 
its unsecured debt from 
$12 billion to $5 billion in 
a plan that most creditors, 
including more than 30,000 
retirees and city employees, 
have endorsed.

As part of that effort, of-
ficials say the city needs 
$1.7 billion over the next 
decade for reinvestment, to 
tear down vacant houses 
and improve police, fire 

and other services. The city 
plans to borrow $200 mil-
lion and is proposing $1.5 
billion in spending cuts or 
revenue increases, such as 
selling off  city assets, out-
sourcing some services and 
collecting unpaid property 
taxes.

Under questioning from 
a lawyer representing the 
city, Hill acknowledged 
there may have to be some 
changes in the plan if  rev-
enues fall short, but didn’t 
go into specifics.

“If  the revenues don’t 
come in as intended in the 
plan, we’ll have to make 
adjustments,” Hill said. 
“Those adjustments would 
be changes in the plan. We 
definitely believe the plan 
gives us a roadmap on how 
we should be operating.”

An attorney representing 
one of the city’s creditors 
cited a report that an esti-
mated $130 million in 
property taxes go uncol-
lected in Detroit. Hill re-
sponded under cross-ex-

amination that collection 
rates are “starting to creep 
up.” He also said the city’s 
property tax rate is at its 
maximum and only can be 
raised by an act of the Leg-
islature.

The bankruptcy trial 
started Tuesday with open-
ing statements. Hill was ex-
pected to return to the 
stand Friday.

Bond insurers Syncora 
Guarantee and Financial 
Guaranty Insurance Co. 
are leading a small group 
of creditors fighting the 
approval of the plan craft-
ed by state-appointed 
emergency manager Kevyn 
Orr and his restructuring 
team.

They say Orr is treating 
pensioners better than fi-
nancial creditors. Syncora 
has said Detroit wants to 
pay pennies on the dollar 
for its claim of about $400 
million. An attorney for Fi-
nancial Guaranty Insur-
ance said Wednesday that 
its claim is about $1 billion.

Orr’s plan calls for the 
city’s general retirees to 
take a 4.5 percent pension 
cut and lose annual infla-
tion adjustments. Retired 
police officers and firefight-
ers would lose a portion of 
their annual cost-of-living 
raise.

Cuts to retirees would be 
steeper if  not for a com-
mitment of more than $800 
million over 20 years from 
the state, major corpora-
tions, foundations and oth-
ers. The so-called Grand 
Bargain also would place 
city-owned pieces in the 
Detroit Institute of Arts 
into a trust and out of the 
reach of debtor demands.

Syncora has said the art-
work to be considered as-
sets of the city that should 
be used to help settle De-
troit’s debt.

In July 2013, Orr made 
Detroit the largest U.S. city 
to file for bankruptcy. Fed-
eral Judge Steven Rhodes 
approved the bankruptcy 
petition in December.

Carlos Osorio / AP

This 2008 file photo shows the city of Detroit. An attorney for Detroit is set to resume his opening statement Wednesday at the 
city’s historic bankruptcy trial, after telling the judge on the first day that the city’s plan to restructure billions of dollars in debt 
is needed to free up funds to provide services to residents and allow it to survive. 

“I appreciated everything 
Bud did,” Mayor Ted John-
son said. “He served as our 
local historian, and if  we 
needed to know what went 
on around here 50 years 
ago, Bud knew.”

He said Latus had lots of 
stories about old Hartford, 
and witnessed and guided 
decades of city progress.

Johnson said Latus’ engi-

neering know-how guided 
city infrastructure deci-
sions.

The Benton Harbor-
born Latus graduated from 
Hartford High School in 
1947, according to today’s 
obituary in The Herald-
Palladium.

He worked at Riverside 
Electric in Riverside for 18 
years before becoming 
plant superintendent at 
Cherry Growers/Duffy 
Mott in Hartford. In 1976 
he became plant engineer 

for Michigan Fruit Canners 
in Benton Harbor, South 
Haven and Fennville.

The obit said Latus 
served the Athletic Depart-
ment at Hartford High 
School for 39 years, run-
ning the scoreboard clock 
during the football season. 

He spent nine years on 
the school board, ending in 
1976. 

He served on the city’s 
zoning and planning com-
missions and worked on 
the Concerts in the Park 

Committee.
He served on the City 

Commission from 1991 to 
1996. He served a second 
stint, 2002-13.

Bud earned the Lion’s 
Club Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award in 2012 and a 
special tribute from the 
state Legislature last No-
vember for his service to 
his community.

Latus is survived his wife, 
Lois, and five children.

Contact: jdalgleish@TheHP.com, 932-
0356, Twitter @HPDalgleish
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