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LOCAL & STATE

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

GALIEN — The Galien 
Township Fire Depart-
ment’s ability to help mo-
torists involved in car 
crashes just got better the 
department bought its 
fi rst extraction equip-
ment.

Assistant Fire Chief 
Ted Chase said the depart-
ment was able to get a 
“demo” set of  equipment 
for $9,310, about one-

third the full price. 
“For us to have to spend 

$30,000 on extrication 
tools is tough,” Chase 
said. “We have to main-
tain our building and 
three rigs and have a total 
operating budget of 
$43,000.” 

The department got 
help through a $2,500 do-
nation from the Buchanan 
branch of  United Federal 
Credit Union. Branch 
manager Chris Fleck pre-
sented the check Monday 

to fi refi ghters.
The township covers 24 

square miles and hosts 6 
miles of  U.S. 12.

“We always had to rely 
on other departments for 
assistance” when wrecks 
occurred, Lt. Dennis 
Kastner said. “Having this 
equipment could have 
made a difference in the 
past.”

Chase said the depart-
ment’s 15 members have a 
basic understanding of 
how the equipment works, 
and a few have gotten ad-
ditional training with the 
Bertrand and Weesaw 

township fi re departments. 
Everyone in  the Galien 
department will further be 
able to get a day of  train-
ing from the maker.

The department is com-
ing up on its one-year an-
niversary in its new home 
in a former factory in the 
Galien Industrial Park. 
The department moved 
into the building last De-
cember after the county 
and the state reached an 
agreement over the clean-
up of  the former fi re sta-
tion property on George 
Street in the spring of 
2013.

Cut, pry and liberate
Galien Twp. FD gets car extraction gear

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

BLOOMINGDALE — 
If  all goes well, by late 
next month Bloomingdale 
offi cials will have the last 
$10,000 needed to put up 
a pavilion next to the Kal-
Haven Trail.

The village has raised 
most of  the money, and is 
teaming up with the Mich-
igan Economic Develop-
ment Corp. to help com-
plete the fundraising by 
Oct. 25.

The MEDC has agreed 
to match the village dollar 
for dollar if  it can raise 
$5,000 in donations by 
Oct. 25, said the MEDC’s 
Nate Pilon.

Donations are already 
coming in. The village is 
using the “crowd fund-
ing” website Patronicity.
com to raise the money. 
Already, the effort has 
generated $1,515 in new 
donations from 28 people 
toward the $5,000 goal to 
be matched by the state.

“The Kal-Haven Trail 
is an asset to the region, 
and this project will pro-
vide  new recreation op-
portunities,” MEDC 
President Michael Finney 

said.
Village Clerk Steve 

Strong said, “We are ex-
cited to be participating 
in this campaign and look 
forward to the day the pa-
vilion can be used. Resi-
dents have raised over 
$16,000 for this project, 
and we are making one fi-
nal push to get the re-
maining funding needed 
to enhance the midpoint 
park on the Kal-Haven 
Trail.”

To donate, visit www.
patronicity.com and use 
the arrows to pinpoint 
the Bloomingdale pavil-
ion project information. 
New visitors to the site 
will have to type in a 
password in order to do-
nate to the project, Pilon 
said.

Village offi cials have al-
ready prepared the site of 
the future pavilion at the 
village’s Mitchell Park. 
Funds to date have been 
raised through donations, 
scrap metal drives and re-
turnable bottle collec-
tions.

Strong said plans call 
for construction of  the pa-
vilion this fall.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 
932-0357, Twitter @HPLersten

B’dale enters 
final fundraising 
push for pavilion

Don Campbell / HP staff

Lake Michigan College students Derek Mitzger, from Stevensville, left, and Divineer Walters, from Benton Harbor, try out 
BonZi Bikes Wednesday, September 24, 2014, during a Fall Fest student event at Lake Michigan College’s Napier Avenue 
campus in Benton Harbor.

FLIPPING OUT

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

HARTFORD — A 
Hartford man and woman 
could be headed to prison 
if  convicted on several fel-
ony marijuana growing 
and delivery charges.

Michael and Katie 
Smith were arraigned in 
South Haven district court 
this week in connection 

with police seizures of  68 
marijuana plants at a 
house on 60th Street in 
Hartford Township and 
more, fi nished marijuana 
from a business in down-
town Hartford on July 18.

 Michael Smith, 43, is 
charged with delivery or 
manufacture of  fi ve to 45 
kilograms of  marijuana, 
and four counts of  deliv-
ery or manufacturing of 

marijuana. Katie Smith, 
38, faces the same charges, 
but with only three counts 
of  delivery or manufactur-
ing of  marijuana. Both 
also face a fi rearms 
charge.

The most serious charge 
is a felony with a maxi-
mum penalty of  seven 
years in prison, plus a pos-
sible fi ne of  up to $500,000, 
upon conviction.

The Smiths were re-
leased on personal recog-
nizance bonds, and a pre-
liminary hearing in the 
case was set for Wednes-
day, Oct. 1.

A sheriff ’s news release 
on the case did not state 
the relationship between 
Michael Smith and Katie 
Smith.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

Hartford man and woman face 
felony pot charges, police say

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

EAU CLAIRE — Fi-
nal numbers are in for 
the 2013-14 fiscal year 
for Eau Claire schools, 
and the district will add 
to the savings account – 
though the addition 
didn’t meet expecta-
tions.

Superintendent Kevin 
Walters said the district 
ended the year June 30 
with a nearly $324,000 
general fund surplus af-
ter transfers in and out 
of  the general fund. 
General fund revenue 
ended the year at $8.58 
million, while expendi-
tures were at $8.08 mil-
lion.

District offi cials had an-
ticipated a $468,201 sur-
plus when the budget was 
created last year.

Walters said the 
$323,961 surplus in-
creased the district’s gen-
eral fund reserves to $2.28 
million. He said the fig-
ure equals 28.2 percent of 
general fund expendi-
tures, above last year’s 
fund percentage of  25.8, 
and well above the 15 per-
cent level most districts 
strive to have.

“The board has made a 
commitment to mind the 
district’s fi nances,” he 
said. 

He said earlier this year 
the board’s goal has been 
to have enough money on 
hand so that the district 
doesn’t have to borrow 
against state aid payments 
in the summer.

If  enrollment projec-
tions hold true, the district 
could be on the way to an-
other good year in 2014-
15. Walters said the dis-
trict’s fall enrollment is 
still near 950 in advance 
of  next week’s fall count 
day. 

He’s credited the enroll-
ment increase on a late 

season surge in the num-
ber of  migrant students, 
and on Eau Claire stu-
dents staying in the dis-
trict rather than go else-
where through schools of 
choice.

He said the district 
based its 2014-15 budget 
on a combined October-
February enrollment of 
850 students. If  current 
numbers hold, he said, the 
blended count for the year 
could end up at 860 or 
870.

State aid is paid on a 
per-pupil basis, making 
the count critical to fi -
nances.

Accounting fi rm Gerbel 
& Gerbel of  St. Joseph 
performed the audit.

In other action this 
week, board members 
heard an update on the 
projects covered by the 
2012 $3 million bond is-
sue. Walters said the addi-
tion is complete at Ly-
brook Elementary School, 
and renovations are com-
plete at the middle/high 
school and student activi-
ty center. 

He said there is still 
work to do with the 
track construction and 
with technology pur-
chases. 

He will bring more de-
tails about the track proj-
ect to the board’s Oct. 13 
meeting. He said the dis-
trict still has about 
$200,000 left to spend on 
technology.

The board had a second 
reading and approved an 
epinephrine-auto-injec-
tors policy as required by 
state law. The new epi-pen 
law requires a certain 
number of  staff  members 
to be trained in handling 
the epi-pens when stu-
dents have allergic reac-
tions. 

He said Eau Claire is 
working with the Ber-
rien County Health De-
partment and has al-
ready trained the 
required number of  staff  
and will continue to 
train others.

Eau Claire 
schools boost the 
savings account
District generates 
surplus in 2013-14

Pinkney files five 
more recall petitions

BENTON HARBOR — 
Benton Township activist 
Edward Pinkney fi led fi ve 
more recall petitions 
against Berrien County 
Clerk Sharon Tyler on 
Tuesday.

A clarity hearing by the 
Board of State Canvassers 
will be at 9:30 a.m. Oct. 9 in 
Lansing to determine if  the 
wording is clear and factu-
al.

The previous seven peti-
tions he fi led were rejected 
by the board.

All of  the petitions re-
late to the Benton Har-
bor mayoral recall elec-
tion, which was placed 
first on the May 6 ballot 
and then the Nov. 4 bal-
lot. Both attempts were 

taken off  the ballot by 
court order.

Pinkney’s criminal trial 
involving the mayoral recall 
attempt is set for Oct. 27. 
He is charged with fi ve fel-
ony counts of election forg-
ery and six misdemeanor 
counts for allowing some-
one to sign a recall petition 
more than once.

He has previously been 
convicted of multiple elec-
tion law violations.

MSU research center 
to host field day

FENNVILLE — There 
will be a free fi eld day from 
1-4 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 30, 
at the Michigan State Uni-
versity Trevor Nichols Re-
search Center, 6237 124th 
Ave., Fennville.

Visitors will have the 

opportunity to hear MSU 
scientists talk about cut-
ting edge research at the 
center. MSU AgBioRe-
search entomologists and 
plant pathologists Larry 
Gut, Rufus Isaacs, An-
nemiek Schilder, George 
Sundin and John Wise 
will discuss the results of 
this year’s insect and dis-
ease resistance efficacy 
trials.

For more information, 
contact Holly Whetstone at 
hwhetst11@anr.msu.edu 
or 517-355-0123.

Museum sets program 
on founding fathers

ST. JOSEPH — Jeff  
Dennis of Southwestern 
Michigan College will pres-
ent the program “Patriots 
and Indians: How the 

Founding Fathers Engaged 
Native Americans” at 6:30 
p.m. Oct. 7 at the Heritage 
Museum, 601 Main St.

Dennis, a native of 
Southwest Michigan and 
full-time instructor at 
SMC, received his doctor-
ate from the University of 
Notre Dame with a disser-
tation examining the found-
ing fathers’ interactions 
with American Indian 
tribes. His dissertation is in 
the process of being pub-
lished by the University of 
South Carolina Press with 
a release date scheduled for 
spring 2015.

Admission to the pro-
gram is $5 and free for stu-
dents and members of the 
Heritage Museum. For 
more information, call 983-
1191 or visit           www.
theheritagemcc.org.

IN BRIEF

LANSING (AP) — Bills 
in the Michigan Legisla-
ture would prohibit the 
use of  a drone to hunt ani-
mals.

Legislation approved 
unanimously Wednesday 

by the Senate also would 
ban the use of  an un-
manned aerial vehicle to 
interfere with or harass 
hunters.

Violations of  the pro-
posed law would be a mis-

demeanor and could bring 
jail time and hundreds or 
thousands of  dollars in 
fi nes.

The state Department 
of  Natural Resources says 
drones haven’t been an is-

sue related to hunting, but 
lawmakers want to deal 
with it given the increas-
ing use of  drone technolo-
gy.

The bills now go to the 
House.

Senate votes to ban use of drones to hunt animals


