
Herald Palladium 10/04/2014

Copyright (c)2014 The Herald-Palladium 10/04/2014 October 6, 2014 12:32 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to %d%% from original to fit letter page


By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

SAWYER — When Tom 
McCormick returned from 
his Chicago residence to his 
home in Chikaming Town-
ship last spring, he noticed 
something valuable and ir-
replaceable missing.

It wasn’t a car or a mow-
er, or even a family heir-
loom.

It was a “giant, giant 
(sugar) maple” tree on his 
property on Holloway 
Road, he said. 

The stump, all that re-
mains, is 50 inches across.

McCormick assumed 
that the electric company 
might have removed the 
tree, which is close to the 
road, and didn’t look into 
it. But he was later contact-
ed by neighbor Michael 
Koch-Weser, who raised 
questions as to why the tree 
he estimated could be 250 
years old was cut down.

The men have voiced their 
concerns to officials at the 
Berrien County Road Com-
mission, which approved 
the removal, and the sher-
iff’s department, but still 
aren’t satisfied.

“Any honest tree expert 
possessing a 30-inch-blade 
chain saw would have 
known the value of this tree 

and hesitated to take it 
down,” Koch-Weser, a re-
tired biology and environ-
mental science teacher, told 
the Road Commission last 
month. “You know the 
‘General Sherman’ of the 
Sequoia National Park? 
Well, this was the ‘General 
Sherman’ of Holloway 
Drive.”

Koch-Weser heard from 
tree experts that the wood 
could have been worth 
thousands of dollars, and 
he questions whether the 
tree was taken as part off a 
scam.

Road Commission Man-
aging Director Louis 
Csokasy denies that the tree 
was poached, and said that 
it was removed in March 
because it had dead branch-

es hanging over the road 
and was deemed a hazard.

McCormick and Koch-
Weser dispute that.

“The tree was not dis-
eased or damaged, and it 
was not a threat,” McCor-
mick said.

“It was healthy and 
straight as an arrow,” said 
Koch-Weser, who said he 
has admired the tree for 
more than 50 years.

A complaint about the 
tree was received from an-
other neighbor last Novem-
ber, Csokasy said. He said 
crews had been alerted to 
fallen limbs from the tree 
on other occasions. 

If the entire tree fell, it 
would block the dead end 

A tree no longer grows in Chikaming
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The stump of a sugar maple tree removed by the Berrien County 
Road Commission in Chikaming Township measures 50 inches 
across, and one neighbor angered by the removal estimates the 
tree could have been more than 200 years old. Road Commission 
Managing Director Louis Csokasy says the tree was determined 
to be a hazard. Holloway Drive resident Tom McCormick says the 
tree, which was on his property, was healthy and didn’t need to 
be cut down.
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Kevin Kreitner, right, with the Lake Michigan College manufacturing department, demonstrates a mini CNC machine Friday for 
Berrien Springs High School students, from left, Joshua Bennett, Brady West, and Allen Yvinskas. The teens are participating in 
the second annual Manufacturing Day at Mach Mold Inc. in Benton Township.

Holloway Drive  
residents question 
removal  
of large maple

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— The manufacturing in-
dustry is looking brighter, 
inside and out, participants 
in the second annual Manu-
facturing Day said.

“Most people are exposed 
to manufacturing by what 
they see on a TV show, a 
plant that is a dark, dirty 
hole with flames coming 
out. That’s in the past,” said 
Bill Mach, owner of Mach 
Mold, and host of Friday’s 
event to introduce high 
school students to training 
and job opportunities in the 
field.

Fashioning 
the future
Industry leaders, 
educators, students 
come together for 
Manufacturing Day

By HP STAFF

ST. JOSEPH — A Berrien 
County Trial Court jury will 
continue deliberations Mon-
day in a suit alleging a faulty 
tire led to a crash that left a 
driver paralyzed.

Final arguments wrapped 
up Friday, and the jury dis-
cussed the case for 41⁄2 hours 
before Judge John Dewane 
ordered them to return Mon-
day. Harishkumar Patel, 58, 
of South Bend, suffered a 
paralyzing spinal injury when 
his sport-utility vehicle went 
out of control and rolled 
over on the U.S. 31 freeway 
near Berrien Springs on June 
6, 2012.

The crash rendered Patel a 
quadriplegic. He is confined 
to a wheelchair and requires 
round-the-clock care.

According to testimony in 
the two-week trial, Patel’s 
Nissan Pathfinder spun out 
and rolled after the tread 
separated from the right rear 
tire. Patel was alone in the ve-
hicle and belted in, but suf-
fered a fractured spine and 
was in a coma for a period 
after the crash, witnesses 
said.

Patel sued Akron-Ohio,-
based Goodyear, which 
made the tire, alleging the 
company was negligent in 
making a defective tire and 
failing to catch the problem 
in the inspection process.

Defects in the tire led to 
eventual separation of belts, 
leading to the “peeling” of 
the tread, which made the ve-
hicle difficult to control, ac-
cording to the plaintiffs’ wit-
nesses. 

Mickey Gilbert, a mechan-
ical engineer and race car 
driver, testified that with a 
peeled tire, any turn in the 
steering wheel more than 30 
degrees is likely to cause loss 
of control.

Goodyear’s witnesses  
testified that the tire on Pa-
tel’s car failed because it hit 
an object some time before 

Jury to 
resume 
Goodyear 
discussions 
Monday

By JEREMY D. BONFIGLIO
HP Features Writer

ST. JOSEPH — The Krasl 
Art Fair on the Bluff is now 
the 10th best art fair in the 
nation, according to Sun-
shine Artist Magazine’s 
22nd annual ranking of the 
“200 Best” art fairs in the 
United States.

The trade publication for 
the art fair circuit consis-
tently ranks the Krasl Art 
Fair among the top fine art 
and design shows nationally, 
but this is the first time in the 
event’s 53-year history it has 
been ranked in the Top 10. 

The 2013 rankings listed 
Krasl at No. 12, which was 
up eight spots from 2012.

“We are ecstatic,” Krasl 
Art Center Executive Direc-
tor Julia Gourley said. “For 
many years we’ve heard the 
community and artists talk 
about what a great experi-
ence they have at the fair. To 

now be in the Top 10 nation-
al ranking is a fantastic tes-
tament to the stories we hear 
from both artists and pa-
trons about their experiences 
here.”

Sunshine Artist Magazine 
is among the prime sources 
of information for artists 
looking to sell their work at 
art fairs. The magazine’s 
“200 Best” ranks shows that 
are financially successful for 
artists, making it easy to 
identify which shows may be 

the most lucrative. 
The higher the rank, the 

more artists will apply to the 
art fair, allowing a wider 
range and higher quality of 
artwork and media to be ju-
ried into the show.

“The last two years it has 
already hovered around 
1,000 artists applying to the 
fair, and we accept just over 
200 currently, so it’s already 
extremely competitive,” 
Gourley said. “That com-
petitive nature is what at-

tracts such high quality 
work.”

Gourley said the increase 
in ranking makes it likely 
that the art fair will surpass 
the steady growth of entries 
it has seen in the past several 
years. A record 978 artists 
submitted their work to the 
Krasl Art Fair jury for the 
fixed 216 spots in 2014. In 
2013, 972 artists applied. 
The number was 906 in 2012 
and 861 in 2011.

“I think it’s very likely 
when we open up the jury 
process for the 2015 fair we 
will see more artists than 
ever,” Gourley said. “When 
you have great artwork, your 
fair is going to attract people 
who want to buy that art-
work. So it’s a benefit on all 
sides.”

Held the second weekend 
each July at Lake Bluff Park, 
the Krasl Art Fair began in 
1962 as a clothesline art fair. 
It has since become a na-
tionally recognized destina-
tion on the summer art fair 
circuit, consistently drawing 
upwards of 70,000 people. 
The 2015 Krasl Art Fair will 
be held July 11 and 12.

“How many more people 

will come from out of the 
state because of this ranking 
is a little hard to know right 
now,” Gourley said. “We 
know that people who do 
come from afar do stay an 
extra night in the communi-
ty because of the fair, and 
we hope more people will 
want to make it a destina-
tion.”

Many art fairs and festi-
vals are operated by profes-
sional show organizers, but 
the Krasl Art Fair is man-
aged by Krasl Art Center 
staff and hundreds of vol-
unteers all under the direc-
tion of the Krasl’s Sara 
Shambarger.

“The support that artists 
get and that the Krasl Art 
Fair gets from our commu-
nity – from sponsors to vol-
unteers to residents who lit-
erally open up their doors to 
artists – all of those facets is 
what makes it a success,” 
Gourley said. “We would 
never be able to achieve this 
ranking without the support 
of the community. So it re-
ally is a community-wide 
acknowledgement.”

Contact: jbonfiglio@TheHP.com, 932-
0364, Twitter: @HPBonfiglio

Krasl cracks magazine’s list of top 10 art fairs in the U.S.
Sunshine Artist 
Magazine’s annual 
rankings list event 
among nation’s best
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Crowds check out glass globes by Douglas and Renee Sigwarth 
of River Falls, Wis., on July 12 during the Krasl Art Fair on the 
Bluff in downtown St. Joseph. For the first time, Sunshine Artist 
Magazine has ranked the event in the top 10 art fairs in the U.S.

See MANUFACTURING, page A8

See GOODYEAR, page A8

See TREE, page A2
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .66º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .56º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .67º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .46º
Record High . . . . . . 84º in 1953
Record Low . . . . . . 28º in 1974
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.42"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 0.42"
Normal month to date. . . . 0.35"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 20.15"
Normal year to date . . . . 28.29"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:46 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:21 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:02 p.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3:09 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see cloudy 
skies with an 80% chance of 
showers, high temperature of 
51º, humidity of 76%. West wind 
20 mph. Expect mostly cloudy 
skies tonight with a 40% chance 
of showers, overnight low of 
41º. West wind 15 mph.

Today, west winds to 30 kt. Slight chance of waterspouts. Showers 
and slight chance of thunderstorms. Waves 8 to 11 ft occasionally to 
14 ft. Water temperature 51 degrees.
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This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Sunday

Few Showers
55º / 41º

Monday

Few Showers
58º / 47º

Tuesday

Few Showers
61º / 46º

Wednesday

Mostly Sunny
60º / 45º

Today

Showers Likely
51º

Tonight

Few Showers
41º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Expect cloudy skies today with scattered showers, highs in the mid-
40s. Northwest wind 15 to 25 mph. Skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy 
Sunday with isolated rain and snow, highs in the upper 40s. 

Today, skies will be cloudy with scattered showers, highs in the upper 
40s. West southwest wind 11 to 16 mph. Skies will be partly cloudy to 
cloudy Sunday with scattered showers, highs in the low 50s.

What is the longest distance 
travelled by a tornado? ?

Answer: In 1917, a tornado travelled 
293 miles from Missouri to Indiana.

Full
10/8

Last
10/15

New
10/23

First
10/30

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................... 1
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for Oct. 4, 2014
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1989

In a long-expected move, Ber-
rien Prosecutor Paul Maloney 
announced this morning he is 
stepping down as the county’s 
top law enforcement officer to 
take a job with the U.S. Justice 
Department. Maloney said he 
will leave the position he has had 
for eight years effective Oct. 26 
to become a deputy assistant at-
torney general working in the 
justice department’s criminal di-
vision in Washington, D.C.

Benton Township will be cutting 
16 positions in various township 
departments instead of laying off  
police and fire personnel, as had 
been threatened with the recent de-
feat of two millage proposals.

35 years ago – 1979
Teachers in the Van Buren In-

termediate School District were 
back at work this morning after 
a Wednesday night school board 
meeting at which parents urged 
a quick settlement to the strike 
and an all-night bargaining ses-
sion.

The Herald-Palladium was 
among 16 Michigan daily news-
papers represented on a micro-
film that was placed in the cor-
nerstone of the state Capitol 
Building this week in honor of 
the Capitol’s 100th birthday.

50 years ago – 1964
Construction costs of 

$220,000 were listed on a build-
ing permit issued to Michigan 
Standard Alloys Co. for its new 
aluminum smelting plant on 
Paw Paw Avenue. The new plant 
will be of steel and reinforced 
concrete.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Saturday, Oct. 4, the 
277th day of 2014. There are 88 
days left in the year. 

Highlight in History:
On Oct. 4, 1957, the Soviet 

Union launched Sputnik 1, the 
first artificial satellite, into or-
bit. 

On this date:
In 1777, Gen. George Wash-

ington’s troops launched an 
assault on the British at Ger-
mantown, Pennsylvania, re-
sulting in heavy American ca-
sualties.

In 1822, the 19th president of 
the United States, Rutherford B. 
Hayes, was born in Delaware, 
Ohio.

In 1940, Adolf Hitler and 

Benito Mussolini conferred at 
Brenner Pass in the Alps.

In 1960, an Eastern Air Lines 
Lockheed L-188A Electra 
crashed on takeoff from Bos-
ton’s Logan International Air-
port, killing all but 10 of the 72 
people on board.

In 1976, agriculture secretary 
Earl Butz resigned in the wake 
of a controversy over a joke he’d 
made about blacks.

In 1989, Fawaz Younis, a Leb-
anese hijacker convicted of com-
mandeering a Jordanian jetliner 
with two Americans aboard in 
1985, was sentenced in Washing-
ton to 30 years in prison. Triple 
Crown-winning racehorse Sec-
retariat, suffering a hoof ail-
ment, was humanely destroyed 
at age 19.

Today’s shops, including 
his own, run on brain pow-
er, augmented by high-tech 
computers and lasers, Mach 
said. 

“The obvious change has 
been in technology,” he 
said. “Forty years ago there 
was a tremendous amount 
of physical work. Com-
pared to today, the physical 
portion has been dramati-
cally reduced.”

Employment prospects 
are looking up, too, he said. 

“The recent economy has 
taken some of the shine off, 
but the shine is coming 
back.”

How much has the manu-
facturing industry come 
back?

According to figures pro-
vided by Kinexus, one of 
the organizers of the event, 
there are 455 manufactur-
ing businesses in Berrien, 
Cass and Van Buren coun-
ties, and almost 17,000 
manufacturing jobs – repre-
senting one out of five jobs.

Those jobs have annual 
earnings of almost $83,000, 
higher than the national av-
erage.

Gabe Kooyers, an in-
structor in the advanced 
manufacturing program at 
the Van Buren Technology 

Center, agreed that “right 
now industry is booming.”

Employers are calling the 
center and other training 
sites looking for potential 
employees, Kooyers said. 
The center this year placed 
four students in apprentice-
ship programs in engineer-
ing, plastics injection mold-
ing, and machining.

The challenge is convinc-
ing students that there are 
high-paying, high-demand 
jobs in manufacturing out 

there, Kooyers said. “We 
need students to grasp that 
these are high-skill, high-
wage, high-demand jobs.”

One of those students is 
Caleb Collins of Gobles. 
Instead of sitting in a class-
room learning trigonometry 
from a textbook, he has 
been using those skills to 
shape molds to make fish-
ing lures for an area com-
pany. Classes used the brain 
from a robot to make a re-
mote-control lawn mower.

Nathaniel Nannfeldt, a 
sophomore at Berrien 
Springs High School, said 
he is getting the message 
that if  you work hard in 
school and are qualified, 
you will be hired.

He has enrolled in the 
school’s new Project Lead 
the Way for students inter-
ested in engineering.

Manufacturing Day high-
lighted the partnerships be-
tween high schools, college 
programs and industry to 

build the local work force.
One of the strengths of 

this region is the coopera-
tion between educators and 
industry, Bill Mach said.

Lake Michigan College 
works with students at 
Lakeshore, Brandywine and 
Coloma in the FIRST Ro-
botics competition, foster-
ing technical and techno-
logical skills, said Ken 
Flowers, an LMC career 
and work force educator.

LMC also has a strong 
apprenticeship program, 
and high school students 
can earn college credits be-
fore they graduate, he said.

Dan Mitchell, president 
of Hanson Mold, is proof 
that you can start on the 
ground floor and work your 
way to the top.

As a high school student 
in Bridgman, Mitchell took 
part in an industry tour 
similar to Manufacturing 
Day, and joined an appren-
tice welding program as a 
sophomore.

After graduating, he 
moved up to supervisor and 
then entered sales, eventu-
ally joining the front office.

The same opportunities 
are there today for young 
people, he said. “The pros-
pects are just as good, or 
better, than they were 32 
years ago.”

Contact: jmatuszak@theHP.com, 932-
0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

MANUFACTURING
From page A1
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David Essig, right, with Accu-Die & Mold, Inc., out of Stevensville, chats with Joe Miller, a student 
at Lakeshore High School, Friday, October 3, 2014, during the second annual Manufacturing Day 
held at Mach Mold, Inc., in Benton Harbor.

the crash. The tire was made 
in 2005 at the Goodyear 
plant in Fayetteville, N.C.

Jay Lawrence, a mechani-
cal engineer at Goodyear 
who heads a team that inves-
tigates tire failures, told the 
jury that hitting the object 
broke a belt in the tire from a 
belt, causing it to eventually 
come apart.

Another defense witness, 
mechanical engineer Robert 
Liebbe III of Houston, testi-
fied that if Patel had not re-
acted to the tire problem by 
turning sharply to the left, 
the crash would not have 
happened.

Edward Bott Jr., lead at-
torney for Goodyear, told 
jurors in his closing argument 
that the plaintiff had failed 
to meet his burden of show-
ing that the company was 
negligent or breached an im-
plied warranty.

In his closing argument, 
the lead attorney for Patel’s 
legal team, Craig Hilborn, 
asked the jury not to blame 
his client for the injuries he 
suffered as the result of a 
faulty tire.

“That tire wasn’t inspect-
ed,” Hilborn said. “Had it 

been inspected it would have 
been scrapped and never put 
on Mr. Patel’s car.”

A check of the inside of 
the tire would have revealed a 
bulge and resulted in rejec-
tion of the tire, he said.

Hilborn argued that the 
plaintiff’s expert witness on 
tires explained the failure, 
and that Goodyear’s lawyers 
made no issue with his quali-
fications.

“They travel from coast to 
coast saying ‘it’s never our 
fault,’” Hilborn said.

“At the end of the day, it’s 
overwhelmingly clear that 
this tire was not safe for its 
intended purpose.”

Defense attorneys made 
an issue of the unavailability 
of Patel’s wrecked vehicle 
and its other three tires for 
inspection and testing. While 
Patel was still in a coma, his 
family sold the SUV for 
scrap, his attorneys said.

Patel is seeking damages 
of about $1.06 million for 
past medical expenses, and 
$6 million to $8 million for 
future lifetime care, based on 
life expectancy of 81.

The jury also has the op-
tion of awarding non-eco-
nomic damages in any 
amount for pain and suffer-
ing, mental anguish, disabili-
ty, disfigurement and others.

GOODYEAR
From page A1

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Before an intruder 
jumped the White House 
fence two weeks ago, sight-
seers could lean into the 
black iron bars and snap an 
unobstructed photograph. 

Now, a temporary fence 
keeps people several feet 
back, spoiling a picture-
perfect moment for some.

“It’s the people’s house, 
and I think it’s tragic that 
we have reached a state in 
our nation where we have 
to have barriers to keep 
people out ... but that’s the 
world we live in now,” said 
Jean Snook, who was visit-
ing from Syracuse, New 
York. 

A man with a knife 
jumped the original fence 
Sept. 19 and ran inside the 
executive mansion, looking 
for the president, authori-
ties said. It was the sixth 
time someone has jumped 
the fence this year and the 
16th in the past five years.

Barrier still 
at White 
House 2 
weeks after 
jumper
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