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LOCAL & STATE
By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

ST. JOSEPH — Music 
has always been his pas-
sion, especially playing the 
organ, said Philip Peter of 
Bridgman.

Now, at the 
end of his 
life, he wants 
to leave be-
hind a legacy 
that the 
g r e a t e r 
S o u t h w e s t 
M i c h i g a n 
will benefi t 
from, said 
Peter, 79, who was recently 
diagnosed with an inopera-
ble brain tumor.

He and his wife, Marina 
Peter, are raising money to 
buy a new organ for St. 

Paul’s Episcopal Church in 
St. Joseph. He said the Al-
len Organ Co. in Macungie, 
Pa., is assembling a recital 
organ, which will cost al-
most $90,000.

In addition, he said he is 
donating his personal or-
gan, which is worth $30,000, 
to the church to be used in 
a practice room. He said he 
is donating musical scores 
and reference material to 
the practice room.

The Rev. Dennis Remen-
schneider, interim priest at 
St. Paul’s, said the church is 
creating an Organ Task 
Force to work with the Al-
len Organ Co. and to set up 
the practice room.

Contributions can be 
mailed to St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church, 914 Lane 
Drive, St. Joseph, MI 

49085. Checks should be 
made out to the church 
with “Philip Peter Memo-
rial Organ Fund” in the 
memo line.

“We are very grateful to 
Dr. Peter for his contribu-
tions to the fund,” Remen-
schneider said. “It is a mar-
velous gift.”

Peter said he has been 
playing the organ ever since 
he can remember and start-
ed playing for church ser-
vices when he was 13. He 
retired in 1993 as an associ-
ate professor of music and 
humanities at the Universi-
ty of Michigan-Dearborn 
after teaching there for al-
most 20 years. He received 
his doctorate degree in mu-
sic from Northwestern 
University in Evanston, 
Ill., in 1972.

“He’s quite an accom-
plished musician,” Remen-
schneider said. “He’s sup-
ported so many students 
over the years. He has quite 
a legacy.”

Peter said his greatest ac-
complishment has been 
mentoring Nick Quar-
dokus, a 2012 graduate of 
Bridgman High School.

“He began studying with 
me when he was in high 
school, and he’s a phenom-
enon,” Peter said.

Quardokus is a junior at 
Indiana University in 
Bloomington, Ind., major-
ing in organ performance. 
He received a full scholar-
ship from the Jacobs School 
of Music at the university.

“He (Peter) was really 
one of the most important 
musical fi gures in my life 

when I was in high school,” 
Quardokus said. “So much 
of who I am today is be-
cause of him.”

Peter said Quardokus re-
cently won fi rst prize in the 
college/young professional 
division of the Albert Sch-
weitzer Organ Festival in 
Wethersfi eld, Conn., a na-
tional competition for 
young organ students. He 
also won the Most Creative 
Hymn Playing award at the 
festival.

He said he believes Quar-
dokus will go on to achieve 
national if  not internation-
al fame.

Quardokus said he 
couldn’t have done it with-
out Peter.

“He didn’t just teach me 
to be an organist,” he said. 
“He taught me how to be a 

musician.”
When asked if  organ mu-

sic is out of date in most 
churches, Peter said, “Ba-
loney.”

He said the organ is the 
most versatile musical in-
strument.

“We are now having a re-
turn to more traditional 
music,” he said.

Marina Peter said her 
husband always sought to 
incorporate modern music 
into his organ performanc-
es.

“He was always pushing 
the envelope, and every-
body loved it,” she said.

Peter said he has been a 
member of the Twin Cities 
Organ Concert Series for 
the past 10-15 years.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

Organist to leave legacy 

Completion date set for mid-
November for I-94 bridge job
By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

Work on the I-94 bridge 
over the St. Joseph River 
should be completed by 
mid-November, according 
to Nick Schirripa, spokes-
man for the Michigan De-
partment of Transporta-
tion. The bridge marks the 
border between Benton 
Township and Royalton 
Township.

Motorists are experienc-

ing single-lane closures on 
eastbound and westbound 
I-94 during the day and in-
termittent double-lane clo-
sures at night. Schirripa 
said the specifi c work being 
done includes deck patch-
ing, rail replacement, mi-
nor deck widening, paint-
ing, beam repairs and 
approach work. He said 
the nighttime, double-lane 
closures are expected to 
last through Friday and the 
single-lane closures until 

Nov. 14.
There are also single-

lane closures on I-94 in 
both directions between 
Three Oaks Road and the 
I-196 interchange. Those 
lane closures are for resur-
facing, which is taking 
place at night and is ex-
pected to be completed by 
Oct. 31.

Motorists will also con-
tinue to experience lane 
closures and lane shifts on 
I-94 between now and Oct. 

31 between Red Arrow 
Highway and Lincoln Ave-
nue for work on the Hicko-
ry Creek bridge. 

MDOT is also working 
on signs along I-94 between 
the state line and M-51 
(Exit 52). There will be in-
termittent shoulder clo-
sures for that work on both 
eastbound and westbound 
I-94 through the end of 
October.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

Money sought for 
new organ, recital 
room at St. Paul’s in SJ
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Work continues Wednesday on the I-94 bridge over the St. Joseph River. Michigan Department of Transportation spokesman Nick 
Schirripa said the work should be completed by mid-November. Meanwhile, motorists are experiencing single-lane closures on 
eastbound and westbound I-94 during the day and intermittent double-lane closures at night.

By JANET HAYES
HP Correspondent 

NEW BUFFALO — The 
green frame building at 120 
W. Buffalo St., long time 
home to Country Mates 
Christmas & Gift Shop, has 
been leveled without fan-
fare.

“It’s always sad to lose an 
old friend, and Country 
Mates meant something 
special for so many family 
traditions. But it was also 
hard to see it deteriorate, 
and it was not kept in good 
repair,” said Hollis Oselka, 
owner of the building until 
2006 when the business 
moved to a Whittaker Street 
storefront.

The site later housed a 
book store for a short peri-
od, but had recently stood 
vacant, with roof and gut-
ters sagging.

Over the years, the struc-
ture had been altered to 
combine two separate build-
ings, one the home of New 
Buffalo settler Jacob Ger-

rish. 
Gerrish wrote to his fa-

ther in 1836, “We are now 
seated around our stoves in 
our new house, and by the 
way the fi rst plank house in 
the village. We moved into 
our house about Christmas. 
… Our house is 28 feet by 
16, two stories high. Cellar 
under one half stoned with 
plank. One side of the roof 
covered with white pine and 
the other red oak shingles.”

Many years later, the 
building was converted and 
operated as Country Mates 
by Lee and Shirley Totzke 
until purchased by Oselka. 
Prior to that, Topp Press 
owned the site along with 
the white masonry building 
that remains facing Barker 
Street.

As for the future, New 
Buffalo Building Inspector 
Ed Carpenter didn’t offer 
much hope. The only plans 
he has on record is for the 
owners to lay slag on the 
property so it doesn’t have 
to be mowed.

Downtown NB 
mainstay razed
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Workers clean up debris from what had been the Country Mates 
Christmas & Gift Shop at 120 W. Buffalo St. in New Buffalo. The 
decrepit building had to be torn down.

Voter registration  
rally in BH Saturday

BENTON HARBOR — 
A Get Out and Vote rally 
will be from 1-4 p.m. Satur-
day at Broadway Park in 
Benton Harbor, sponsored 
by Samantha Jordan of 
Benton Harbor and Cli-
mate Hawks Vote, an orga-
nization that seeks to elect 
politicians who show lead-
ership on climate change.

The rally is aimed at reg-
istering people to vote, in-
forming voters about who 
is on the ballot and moti-
vating people to vote Nov. 
4. The registration deadline 
is Oct. 6.

Free hot dogs and voter 
registration booths will be 
available.

Jordan said two commu-
nity leaders have signed up 

to speak during the event. 
Anyone who would like to 
speak or volunteer can 
reach her on her Facebook 
page at www.facebook.
com/SamanthaLynn.Jor-
dan.

Pscholka sets    
October ‘office hours’

State Rep. Al Pscholka 
will host a pair of  constitu-
ent “offi ce hours” in Octo-
ber regarding state or local 
government offi cials, his 
offi ce reported.

The fi rst will be 8-9 a.m. 
Saturday at Mill Creek 
Charlie’s, 3801 N. M-140 in 
Watervliet). The second 
will be 6-7 p.m. Monday, 
Oct. 20, at Panera Bread, 
3260 Niles Road in St. Jo-
seph. No appointment is 
necessary.

IN BRIEF

SH Twp. campground hearing delayed
By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

SOUTH HAVEN — A 
large crowd came to the 
South Haven Township 
Planning Commission 
meeting Wednesday, pre-
pared to voice their opin-
ions about a proposed 
state campground along 
the Kal-Haven Trail.

But no state offi cials 
showed up to answer 
questions, so the planners 
will wait to next month 
take up the state’s request 
for rezoning the 58-acre 
site east of  Blue Star 
Highway. Furthermore, it 
will continue the public 
hearing on the matter 
next month.

The state Department 
of  Natural Resources 
wants to rezone the site, 
along the Black River, 
from high-density residen-
tial to resource conserva-

tion, the same zoning used 
for fl oodplain areas.

State offi cials have not 
announced a timeline for 
development of  the new 

campground, which is next 
to the Black River and the 
state’s Kal-Haven Trail 
linear park.

The DNR bought the 

property for $830,000, and 
plans call for primitive 
camp sites and full-service 

Andrew Lersten / HP staff

Photo of proposed state campgrond site in SH Twp, former Riverwoods site.
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