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JUNIOR COLLEGE BASEBALL

LMC baseball prepared for league play

By AUSTIN BORNHEIM
HP Sports Writer

The Lake Michigan College 
baseball team is back from annual 
its swing through Georgia and 
Tennessee.

And while the Red Hawks 
struggled during their trip south - 
posting a 1-5 record before return-
ing to Michigan - coach Scott 
Ponegalek thinks the experience 

prepared his team as Michigan 
Community College Athletic As-
sociation conference play begins.

“It was like spring training for 
our guys,” said Pongalek, whose 
team is currently 1-11 after drop-
ping its conference opener 
Wednesday. “They battled hard, I 
think we learned a lot and the 
guys got some good innings.”

It was especially helpful for the 
team’s 15 freshmen, plenty of who 
are getting playing time.

Freshman Charlie Fleenor of 
St. Joseph is starting in center 
fi eld, Devin Williams of Coloma 
is starting at shortstop, and fellow 
freshmen Ed Heyboer and Zach 

Oshinsky have seen time in the 
fi eld and on the mound.

“There has been a bit of a 
(learning) curve for the younger 
guys,” Ponegalek said. “But from 
this fall to now they have a come a 
long way.”

Fleenor is batting second for 
the Red Hawks and part of their 
small-ball offensive approach.

Sophomore Nick Schultz, from 
Lakeshore, is playing second and 
batting third. Ponegalek said 
Schultz adds a big bat to an other-
wise small lineup.

“We are a very athletic, have 
good team speed,” Ponegalek said. 
“We run a lot of hit-and-runs, 

steal, bunting guys over. But, 
Schultz is the guy in the middle 
that is will be tough to get out.”

Williams is batting fi fth where 
his athletic ability puts pressure 
on the opposing defense.

“When he gets on base things 
tend to go well,” Ponegalek said.

While the Red Hawks’ offense 
has started the season well, the 
team’s defense and pitching has 
let it down.

Sophomore Brady Wasko of 
Bridgman heads the team’s staff. 
But with little experience behind 
Wasko, the team has struggled - 
giving up an average of 10.5 runs 
a game.

“I thought coming into the sea-
son pitching and defense would be 
our strength, but that hasn’t been 
the case so far,” Ponegalek said.

Ponegalek has seen improve-
ment on the mound from Elliot 
Lemon, a Lakeshore graduate, 
over the recent weeks.

“He has had a slow start, but he 
has turned a corner,” he said. “His 
last couple of outings have been 
better and he will be there for us 
as the season goes on.”

The Red Hawks will play their 
home opener against Macomb 
Community College on April 4.

Contact: abornheim@TheHP.com; 932-0731; 
@HPBornheim

Red Hawks hope             
to improve defense          
as season progresses

Seth Wenig / AP

Michigan State’s Denzel Valentine, left, celebrates after a regional semifinal against Oklahoma early Saturday morning. Michigan 
State won 62-58 and will play Louisville today for the East Regional title.

A familiar matchup
By JOHN WAWROW
AP Sports Writer

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — Tom Izzo 
and Rick Pitino are Final Four regu-
lars, and one of them will be back 
this year even though both of their 
teams were counted out weeks ago.

Seventh-seeded Michigan State 
and fourth-seeded Louisville meet 
Sunday to settle the NCAA Tourna-
ment’s most-busted bracket.

“Sure as hell fi tting for me, and I’m 
sure for him,” Izzo said Saturday. “I 
think we both kind of came through 
similar kind of years and in different 
ways.”

The two coaches have four nation-
al championships, 15 Final Four ap-
pearances and 98 tournament wins 

between them. Both 
have had to reinvent 
their teams’ in mid-
stream this season.

The Spartans (26-
11), the tournament’s 
lowest remaining seed, 
lost three of their top 
leading scorers from 
last season. They 
looked like an NIT 
team in February, then went on an 
11-3 roll capped by tournament wins 
over second-seeded Virginia and 
third-seeded Oklahoma.

The Cardinals (27-8) endured ad-
versity in February. That’s when Pi-
tino had to reinvent his lineup after 
dismissing senior point guard Chris 
Jones and replacing him with true 
freshman Quentin Snider. Jones faces 
rape and sodomy charges.

“Our team really knows how to 
handle adversity, and we’ve had a lot 

of it this year,” Pitino 
said. “I think adversity 
always makes you 
strong.”

The Cardinals, seek-
ing their third Final 
Four berth in four 
years, are led by junior 
do-everything forward 
Montrezl Harrell, who 
is averaging 15.7 points 

and 9.2 rebounds. The 6-foot-8 play-
er, who has declared his intention to 
enter the NBA draft in June, is as 
much of a threat from 16 feet as he is 
dunking.

The Spartans, who had back-to-
back Final Four appearances in 2009 
and ‘10, play a scrappy style that 
leans on defense and transition.

Their recent run has been sparked 
by senior guard Travis Trice, who is 

Notre Dame gets 
rematch with 
Baylor women
By KURT VOIGT
AP Sports Writer

OKLAHOMA CITY — 
Baylor point guard Niya 
Johnson has had a year to 
think about a season-end-
ing loss to Notre Dame in 
the NCAA Tournament.

She hasn’t 
forgotten the 
frustration of 
that Elite 
Eight loss to 
the Fighting 
Irish.

J o h n s o n 
and the No. 
2 - s e e d e d 
Lady Bears 
(33-3) will 
have their chance to make 
amends for last season’s dis-
appointment when they 
again face the top-seeded 
Irish (34-2) in the Elite 
Eight on Sunday night — 
this time in the neutral set-
ting of Oklahoma City 
rather than in South Bend.

“We still talk about that 
to this day,” Johnson said. 
“We’re just hoping to go 
out there and attack be-
cause we don’t remember 
the wins, just the losses.”

Last year Notre Dame — 
fueled by a raucous crowd 
of 8,774 — reached its 
fourth straight Final Four 
with a convincing 88-69 win 
over Baylor.

Several of the key play-
ers, namely Baylor’s Odys-
sey Sims and Notre Dame’s 
Natalie Achonwa, have 
moved on to the WNBA. 

However, that didn’t stop 
these two traditional pow-
ers from eyeing a possible 
rematch — with Lady 
Bears’ standout Nina Davis 
admitting “that was proba-
bly the fi rst thing that 
popped in our minds” when 
the bracket was revealed.

Led by Davis, the Big 12 
Conference Player of the 
Year, Baylor enters Sunday 
confi dent its improved and 
become more balanced. 
Notre Dame is supremely 
confi dent, riding a 20-game 
winning streak following an 

Cubs out to contend 
in tight NL Central
By JAY COHEN
AP Sports Writer

CHICAGO — Standing 
in the shade on a beautiful 
afternoon in Arizona, Jon 
Lester embraced the ques-
tion that hovers over the 
Chicago Cubs these days.

When it comes to all those 
highly touted prospects, 
Lester said the time is now.

“When I played in Bos-
ton, we didn’t have time to 
grow up,” the left-hander 
explained. “You just had to 
show up and play, and each 
year you’re expected to win, 
so that’s how I feel. Every 
year they should come in 
and expect to be not only 
division winners, but World 
Series champions. If you 
don’t have that mindset, 
then I think you’re playing 
for the wrong reasons.”

Heady stuff for a fran-
chise known mostly for fu-
tility, but the Cubs think it’s 
a new era after fi ve consecu-
tive losing seasons.

The shift in thinking for 
president of baseball opera-
tions Theo Epstein and the 
rest of the front offi ce was 
evident during an aggres-
sive offseason that included 
the addition of Joe Mad-
don after the veteran man-
ager opted out of his con-
tract with Tampa Bay, and 
a $155 million, six-year 
contract to add Lester.

The hiring of Maddon 
meant dumping Rick 
Renteria after just one year, 

and Lester’s deal is a signifi -
cant investment for a pitch-
er who turned 31 in Janu-
ary. But looking at their 
good young core and rich 
minor league system, the 
Cubs felt it was time to act.

“There’s a lot of talent 
here. Now it’s about execut-
ing,” Lester said. “It’s going 
out and playing good base-
ball for six months. It’s hard 
to do. But that’s why we’re 
here. We’re going to fi gure it 
out as we go.”

The Cubs, who also ac-
quired center fi elder Dexter 
Fowler and catcher Miguel 
Montero in trades, should 
be much improved after 
their 73-89 fi nish in 2014. 
But going from last place to 
the playoffs could depend 
more on the development 
of Chicago’s top prospects 
than its newest players.

Jorge Soler takes over in 
right fi eld after making his 
major league debut in Au-
gust and drawing raves for 
his approach at the plate in 
the season’s fi nal month. 
Javier Baez, Arismendy Al-
cantara and Kris Bryant — 
all 20-something position 
players with considerable 
potential — also are key to Carlos Osorio / AP

Detroit first baseman Miguel Cabrera gives a thumbs up before the first inning of a spring train-
ing game against the St. Louis Cardinals on Saturday. 

Talented Tigers regroup for 2015 season
By NOAH TRISTER
AP Baseball Writer

DETROIT — The De-
troit Tigers had barely fi n-
ished celebrating a fourth 
straight division title last 
year when they were dis-
patched from the playoffs 
by Baltimore in a Division 
Series sweep. Then Kansas 
City — the team the Tigers 
fought so hard to hold off  
in the AL Central — rolled 
to the AL pennant and 
came within a game of win-
ning the World Series.

It was enough to turn the 
Tigers into October after-
thoughts for the fi rst time in 
a while, and now it’s fair to 
wonder whether 

Detroit’s best chance to 
claim baseball’s ultimate 
prize with its current core 

Izzo, Pitino battle again 
for Final Four berth

IZZO PITINO
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Notre Dame-Kentucky
■ Results of Saturday 
night’s men’s game were 
unavailable by deadline.


