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Thanks to my parents, when I was a 
kid, “science” was all around me. 

It was recreation and delight. We just 
didn’t call it “science.” We’d collect 
pond water at Riverview. Under the 
microscope, each droplet revealed 
hundreds of bizarre critters. “Neat!” 
Brother Bruce sifted the silt for tad-
poles. We kept them in bowls and 
watched them slowly change into 
frogs. No one used the word “meta-
morphosis.” Tadpoles becoming frogs 
was cool, that’s all. 

Nighttime. Dad and 
Brother Ted positioned 
the telescope. “Look, 
Greg. That’s Saturn. 
See the rings?” And yes, 
I could make them out, 
barely. But that fuzzy 
glimpse of a patch of 
sky where the telescope 
tube pointed became 
more vivid and real 
than any sharp image in a book. It 
wasn’t “astronomy” – it was “family,” 
and reality.

Mom pressed leaves between wax 
paper. I helped her paste and label 
them in scrapbooks. It wasn’t drudg-
ery, it was a collection, and fi nding 
each new leaf was an achievement, not 
a test. 

To me, “science” wasn’t an abstrac-
tion, a boring class or a scary test – it 
was the stuff of adventure, wonder 
and discovery. Life and truth.

I collect fossils. Relics of deep time, 
they represent long-extinct life species 
that squirmed, scuttled, swam, fl ew or 
lumbered about long before we hu-
mans arrived. I’ve bought some beau-
ties, but the ones that matter most are 
those I found. As I write this I’m hold-
ing a set of dinosaur tracks I spotted 
in the red mudstone of a Nova Scotia 
beach. I looked up at the cliffs they’d 
weathered out of, and suddenly it was 
250 million years ago ...

Some of you are shaking your heads. 
“Millions of years?! More like six 
thousand.” And you want our schools 
to teach this “alternative” view, be-
cause “There are two sides to every 
question.”

“Two sides to every question.” What 
a dumb cliché. Two-sided issues exist 
mainly on the playground: “Am not! 
Are too!” Real issues have seven sides, 
or 77, or only one.

The latest National Geographic fea-
tures “The War on Science.” A third 
of Americans believe that modern hu-
mans existed since the beginning of 
time. Half believe in astrology. And – 
get this – one out of four of us thinks 
that the sun revolves around the 
earth. 

Comedian/newscaster John Oliver 
notes that many contemporary “con-
troversies” have only one side. Take 
the so-called debate about whether the 
earth is 6,000 years old. In Oliver’s 
words, “We might as well ask, “Does 5 
+ 5 = 10?’ Or ‘Are there ducks?’” 

Lord love those who believe the 
earth was created in 4004 BC. But He 
knows they’re wrong. (He was there 
...) Giving them “equal time” with se-
rious scientists is pointless. After all, in 
the debate with Bill Nye, creationist 
Ken Hamm proudly declared that no 
evidence – none – could ever change 
his mind. In other words, “There are 
NO ducks, so don’t bother showing 
me a duck because ducks aren’t real.”

No serious scientist doubts that life 
evolved from a common ancestor. The 
details are subjects of spirited debate. 
The precise mechanism of evolution, 
like all scientifi c models, is constantly 
being tested, challenged and refi ned. 
But evolution itself is fact, not specu-
lation.

The reality of human-infl uenced cli-
mate change and the benefi ts of child-
hood vaccinations are also beyond the 
realm of rational debate. They have 
one side, one answer: Yes, and yes. But, 
it seems, the media have returned to 
the days when tobacco industry “sci-
entists” got “equal time” with the U.S. 
surgeon general to deny the link be-
tween smoking and disease. 

Beware of politicians who say “I’m 
not a scientist but ...” and then make 
absurd “scientifi c” pronouncements. 
Beware of “experts” who say that 97 
percent is not a consensus. Their call 
for “more study” is a transparent ploy 
to delay the inevitable. 

And it works, at least for awhile. Ask 
Big Tobacco. Uncounted smokers, 
comforted by the “controversy,” 
smoked on – and many died. As the 
ice caps melt and the sea rises, “lead-
ers” who proudly proclaim that they 
are not scientists sneeringly dismiss 
those who are.

But why do CNN, MSNBC, Fox, 
even PBS, still trot out token deniers, 
anti-vax true-believers and creation-
ists to create the illusion of “two 
sides”? For the same reasons many 
politicians won’t take a stand: coward-
ice, laziness – and blissful ignorance. 

5 + 5 does equal 10. And yes, there 
are ducks. Period.

Greg Ladewski is a teacher, writer and consultant 
who lives in Benton Township.

Media too 
often gives 
equal time       

to nonsense

Solid planning at heart   
of any successful venture

Editor, 
I read with interest the 

articles by John Matuszak 
concerning the development 
of the waterfront near the 
mouth of the St. Joseph 
River. In it, Jeff Noel, 
president of Harbor Shores 
Development, commented: “I 
don’t think you should ever let 
a project drive a plan. Quite 
the opposite, you should have 
a plan that guides the right 
project.” 

The changes that are 
ultimately made to the 
commercial docks area will 
impact both Benton Harbor 
and St. Joseph for years to 
come, and should not be 
decided without discussion, 
research, design and commu-
nity/business input. For the 
most part, the city of St. 
Joseph has worked to develop 
and revise long-term goals 
and plans. The city of Benton 
Harbor, until recently focused 
on emerging from debt, still 
needs to formulate a plan for 
the future. To implement any 
plan without both communi-
ties having input, and being 
able to see what long-term 
effects any proposed changes 
will have, is truly shortsighted.

An analogy can be the seen 

in the truly impressive manner 
that the St. Joseph school 
district has positioned itself  
for the next 20 years (or more) 
by thoughtful planning, and 
by achievable academic, 
technological and infrastruc-
ture goals. St. Joseph schools 
have also been careful to 
apprise and include parents, 
the community, business 
owners and city offi cials in 
planning these goals, so that 
feedback could be given prior 
to implementation, and all 
groups felt comfortable 
supporting the plan. 

Contrast that with the 
Benton Harbor school 
district’s approach to school 
improvement, which has done 
little to reassure anyone – par-
ents, community members, 
business owners or city 
planners – of what its 
long-term vision and goals 
are, let alone how any goals 
might be accomplished. Until 
the district can show clearly 
where it hopes to be in 20 
years, it will not be able to 
develop a plan that will lead 
toward its goals. Without 
long-range planning, fi nancial 
openness, commercial, 
community and parental 
input, and an achievable/
believable vision, the district 
will fi nd it hard to garner the 
support it needs. 

In community development 
as in school planning, the 
plan SHOULD drive the proj-
ects, not the other way 
around.

Anne Knuth
Benton Harbor

Clarifying what was      
said in previous letter

Editor,
Kevin Gast, in his letter 

March 7 (“Christians have 
been blamed for centuries”) 
misinterpreted the meaning of 
my letter of a few days earlier. 
The words above the letter 
(“Seems like conservatives are 
misnamed”) are not my 
words, but the words of the 
editor. I’m not blaming 
Christians for anything.

The question is: How can 
one be a conservative and be a 
Christian? Christians strive to 
be as near like Jesus as they 
can be – serving and con-
cerned about all people poor 
and wealthy, educated or not.

Conservatives are much the 
opposite – interested in 
serving only themselves and 
others like them.

Mr. Gast’s history lesson 
was very interesting. But it 
does not apply to what was 
said in my earlier letter.

George Mahler
Berrien Springs
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IN OUR OPINION

Harrison’s 
tenure
Retiring LMC president has 
been more than a caretaker

The description of 
Robert Harrison’s 
tenure as the presi-

dent of  Lake Michigan Col-
lege can be summed up suc-
cinctly: Right person, right 
time.

 It was Harrison who was 
there to pick up the pieces 
after LMC’s Board of  Trust-
ees forced out former presi-
dent Randall Miller early in 
2009. Harrison at the time 
was dean of  the Bertrand 
Crossing campus, as well as 
LMC’s dean of  Workforce 
Services.

Harrison was immedi-
ately named LMC’s interim 
president upon Miller’s 
departure, which was con-
troversial because the board 
agreed to pay Miller’s hefty 
salary, benefits and pension 
package for the 2 1/2 years 
remaining on his contract.

 The interim tag from Har-
rison’s title was removed six 
months later, in July 2009, 
when the board gave him 
glowing marks for guiding 
the college leadership team 
through that difficult period.

But Harrison has been 
far more than a caretaker 
president. In a short time 
he has made a lasting mark 
at LMC, with the college 
making several big moves. 
Among them, LMC has: 

■ Sold the M-TEC facility 
in Edgewater to Whirlpool, 
deciding instead to consoli-
date technology resources 
on campus.

■ Initiated the construc-
tion of  on-campus housing, 
the first of  its kind at LMC.

■ Built a new activity cen-
ter at the Napier Avenue 
main campus.

■ Launched a bachelor’s 
degree program in energy 
production, along with an 
associate’s degree program in 
enology and viticulture (wine 
making/study of grapes).

All along the board has 
praised Harrison’s decision-
making and leadership style. 
“Under his calm and steady 
leadership, the college has 
experienced outstanding 
growth in communities ser-
viced, services offered, and 
programs developed,” said 
board President Mary Jo 
Tomasini.

Harrison said last week 
that he’ll retire Dec. 31 of 
this year. That gives the 
board nearly a year to find 
Harrison’s replacement. 

Ideally, board members 
will hire somebody along the 
lines of  Robert Harrison.

KATIE KRAWCZAK
Features Editor

How you can help honor our 
Vietnam War veterans

Greg
Ladewski

Opinion Maker

By ANN MCFEATTERS
Tribune News Service (TNS)

The man who said his 
name was Danny arrived 

at my door with a huge fl oral 
box. Inside was one of  the 
most beautiful bouquets I’d 
ever seen.

Danny was with the Mary-
land highway department, 
supervising a crew installing 
new curbs on my street. He 
was also a Vietnam veteran 
who had seen the small blue 
star in my window, indicat-
ing two family members were 
serving in Iraq and Afghani-
stan.

Danny came from a gen-
eration which provided 9.2 
million people who served in 
the military during the Viet-
nam era, many of  whom 
came home from war reviled, 
not thanked for what they 
gave their country. Like most 
of  his fellow veterans, Danny 
vowed to show only grati-
tude to those in military ser-
vice, no matter what the poli-
tics of  any current war that 
service members are called 
on to fi ght. Flowers to a 
stranger were to thank my 
family.

This month marks the 50th 
anniversary of  the arrival of 
3,500 Marines in Da Nang, 
South Vietnam, beginning 
10 years of  a terrible confl ict 
that would sear and scar this 
nation.

In the “lessons learned” 
department, perhaps the 
most important is to sepa-
rate the warrior from the 
war. Today Americans of  all 
political stripes express sin-
cere appreciation for what 
the men and women of  the 
armed forces are called on to 
do for their country, whether 
the mission is popular or 
not.

The Vietnam Memorial on 
the Mall in the nation’s capi-
tal, with its awesome Wall 
designed by Maya Lin, en-
graved with the names of 

58,300 people who gave their 
lives in the jungles of  South-
east Asia, was meant as one 
way toward healing a divid-
ed, bitter country.

It has worked. The three-
acre memorial with its gar-
dens, Wall, Vietnam Wom-
en’s Memorial and Three 
Soldiers statue, is visited by 
4.5 million people a year. Its 
web site, with photos and in-
formation on veterans and 
messages from their friends 
and families, draws four mil-
lion virtual visitors annually.

The veteran behind the 
memorial, Jan Scruggs, a 
man of  enormous personali-
ty and drive who raised the 
$8 million needed to begin 
implementation of  it, is retir-
ing this year.

One way the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial Fund plans 
to honor him and all the 
war’s veterans is to raise 
money for a $116 million un-
derground education center 
to display some of  the 
400,000 personal items left 
at the Wall by visitors, a 
unique occurrence which 
stunned the memorial’s 
founders.

From teddy bears to tear-
stained letters, the items, 
stored in boxes maintained 
by the National Park Service 
which owns the memorial, 
tell powerful stories.

Approved by Congress 
with no funding, the educa-
tion center needs donations 
from the public if  it is to be 
ready for a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony in 2020. Most of 
all, the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Fund wants future 
generations to learn about 
the Vietnam era, how deci-
sions were made and what 
they meant to the nation.

Tomorrow’s fi fth-graders 
must learn they owe a debt 
to those who came before 
them and that they, too, must 
leave a legacy of  service, 
however best they are able. 
Technology will give them 

access to such things as digi-
tal oral histories from veter-
ans and TV footage of  the 
fi rst war played out in the 
nation’s living rooms.

The goal of  conveying to 
visitors the importance of 
community service and vol-
unteerism seems particularly 
meaningful because the Viet-
nam War resulted in an end 
to the military draft.

There are 7 million living 
Vietnam War veterans. Be-
yond those who died or went 
missing there (their names 
are read aloud every fi ve 
years), Vietnam veterans are 
still dying of  injuries sus-
tained in the war, such as ex-
posure to Agent Orange and 
post-traumatic stress. The 
fund’s CEO, Jim Knotts, a 
Desert Storm veteran, stress-
es these veterans must be 
honored as well as the ser-
vice of  all military personnel 
and that good health care for 
all veterans must be a na-
tional priority.

Because of  space restric-
tions, the education center 
will be the last major memo-
rial built on the National 
Mall. Fifty years after the 
start of  the Vietnam War, it 
is time to take the next step 
in honoring those who fought 
it, whether they wanted to or 
not.

Here’s to you, Danny, and 
all those like you.

Ann McFeatters is acolumnist for Tri-
bune News Service. Her email address is: 
amcfeatters@nationalpress.com

Approved by Congress 
with no funding, the edu-
cation center needs 
donations from the public 
if it is to be ready for a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
in 2020. 


