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TIME CAPSULE

A cleaning crew makes its way north on St. Joseph’s State Street near Broad Street in this undated photo – probably the 
early 1950s. The image shows State Street before the city reduced it to one lane and added pedestrian bump-outs. The 
traffic signal is no longer there.

Time Capsule, which runs every Monday, takes a look back through the HP photo archives. If you would like to share a nostalgic 
comment about this photo, please join the discussion on our Facebook page: facebook.com/HeraldPalladium.

The minister of different
The Rev. Eric Stricklin of 

Coloma United Church 
of Christ in Coloma isn’t 
afraid to be a little different.

The 29-year-old pastor 
has several tattoos, a very 
friendly pit bull that he calls 
his “associate minister” and 
a passion for welcoming ev-
eryone to his church, espe-
cially members of the LGBT 
community.

Stricklin became Benton 
Harbor OutCenter’s new af-
fi rming pastor when the pre-
vious one moved to Flint a 
few months ago. Stricklin 
said it was a natural fi t be-
cause one of his internships 
while at Chicago Theologi-
cal Seminary was with the 
Night Ministry, which works 
with lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender homeless 
youth on the north side of 
Chicago. In addition, he 
said, one of his church mem-
bers is a founding member 
of the OutCenter.

“We are what the United 
Church of Christ calls an 
open and affi rming church, 
which means that we very 
out and openly welcome and 
affi rm LGBTQ people,” he 
said. “I want to make sure 
that they use us as a faith-
based voice.”

The OutCenter’s Novem-
ber Teen Pride Pop Up will 
be at his church from 3:30-
5:30 p.m. Nov. 20., where he 
will talk about navigating 
conversations with family 
members during the upcom-
ing holidays.

“A lot of negativity LG-
BTQ teens face does come 
from a foundation of reli-
gious faith,” he said. “I can 

give them a different per-
spective. If they’re a person 
with religious roots, we are a 
place where they will be safe, 
they will be welcomed, they 
will be affi rmed. They’re go-
ing to be told God loves 
them, and they’re going to be 
given a different understand-
ing of how wonderful they 
are not in spite of, but be-
cause of who they are.”

Stricklin and his pit bull, 
Hank, sat down with Staff  
Writer Louise Wrege recent-
ly to talk about his mission.

Some people say that the 
LGBT orientation is a sin. 
What’s your take on that?

I would call that Biblical 
legalism, which is taking a 

verse here, a verse there, and 
applying it to people’s whole 
existence rather than look-
ing at the overarching mes-
sage that we fi nd consistent 
throughout Scripture, which 
is that God desires whole, 
healthy people. God desires 
people to love and to love 
themselves and to love each 
other. What it all comes 
down to for me and for us 
here at this church, our core 
belief is that each person is 
created in the image of 
God. 

God’s image isn’t this stat-
ic, never changing thing. ... 
Anything that ultimately re-
sults in love, that is affi rm-
ing, that gives energy to cre-

ate and is beautiful – that’s a 
God thing. And that includes 
love of self. We can debate 
the merits of Biblical sexual 
ethics all day long, but to me 
it’s a futile process because 
there’s so much about Bibli-
cal sexual ethics that makes 
zero sense in 2015. There’s 
some really, really ugly stuff  
that I believe we all, univer-
sally, would reject that also 
constitutes Biblical sexual 
ethics.

Tell me about your dog, 
Hank.

We rescued Hank from the 
Humane Society of South-
west Michigan in Benton 
Harbor. My wife (Rita 
Stricklin) and I had met pit 

bulls previously through 
some good friends of ours in 
Kalamazoo. We dog-sat for 
them, fell in love with the 
breed, especially given that it 
is so misrepresented in pop 
culture.

He’s a rescue dog, but he 
rescued us. He’s our best bud. 
He’s very, very gentle with the 
little kids here. I’m a pretty 
fi rm believer that dogs, 
among a lot of other animals, 
are some of the best pastoral 
caregivers. They listen. They 
don’t ask questions. They 
don’t judge. They just love 
you back. And that’s what 
we’re all about here.

“They (congregation 
members) love him. Anytime 

I’m here without him, people 
ask, “Where’s Hank?”

Do you have any hobbies?
I’m a football fanatic. I 

played in college (at Defi -
ance College in Defi ance, 
Ohio). I coach (Bangor) 
High School football. I 
coach the offensive and de-
fensive line – the big guys. I 
was a defensive tackle.

Tell me about your tattoos
These are all sort of mark-

ers of places where I’ve been 
in my life. Some of them are 
pretty goofy. I’ve got a Su-
perman tattoo on my left bi-
cep that I got the day I turned 
18 because my mom couldn’t 
tell me I couldn’t have it any-
more. I was getting ready to 
play college football, and I 
was really cocky. I thought 
that getting a Superman tat-
too would be really, really 
cool. People ask me why I 
don’t get it covered up. It re-
minds me of when I was 18. 
There’s no reason to be 
ashamed of that part of my 
past.

The turtle is a Lakota Na-
tive American creation sym-
bol. It’s also a symbol of 
femininity, fertility. It repre-
sents the entirety of life for 
me. I’ve taken three differ-
ent trips to Pine Ridge, S.D., 
and worked with the Lakota 
people on mission trips. It’s 
a symbol that is sacred to 
their people. You see it all 
over the place. For me, it’s 
two-fold. It commemorates 
the trips, and it also symbol-
izes my sense of the sacred 
in everything.

I’ve got three crosses, a 
calvary scene, on my other 
bicep. I got it when I was 19 
and felt called to the minis-
try.

I’m a diehard Detroit Ti-
gers fan. I got that tattoo (on 
his ankle) in 2006 when they 
made it to the World Series.
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Pastor Eric Stricklin shares a moment Wednesday with his “associate minister,” Hank, at Coloma United Church of Christ in Coloma.

Tattoos, pit pull 
and Eric Stricklin’s 
broad sense of love

LMC invites nominations for alumni awards
BENTON TOWNSHIP 

— The Lake Michigan 
College Alumni Associa-
tion Board of  Directors is 
seeking nominations for 
its three 2016 Alumni 
Awards, LMC announced. 
The deadline is Feb. 29.

To be considered, nomi-
nees need to have attended 
Lake Michigan College or 
its predecessor, Benton 
Harbor Community Col-
lege, and have earned at 
least 30 credit hours 
through the college.

The Clarence Beckwith 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award, named for LMC’s 
fi rst president, is given to 
an alumnus who has ac-
complished signifi cant 
success in his or her per-
sonal or professional en-
deavors. 

The Alumni Achieve-
ment Award is presented 
to an alumnus who at-
tended LMC about 15 
years ago and has demon-
strated signifi cant achieve-
ment and distinguished 

themselves in their career, 
education or community 
such that they would be 
role models to current 
LMC students. 

The Alumni Service 
Award is given to an alum-
nus who has offered sig-
nifi cant personal contri-
butions to the college or 
community, with commu-
nity being broadly inter-
preted as local, Michigan 
or the nation.

To nominate an individ-
ual for an alumni award, 

use the nomination forms 
online at lakemichigancol-
lege.edu/nomination. For 
more information, contact 
Rita Whise, manager, ad-
vancement programs & 
stewardship at 927-6278 
or rwhise@lakemichigan-
college.edu.

Upon nomination, an 
application will be sent to 
the candidate. 

Award winners will be 
recognized at the College’s 
2016 Commencement cer-
emony Sunday, May 1.

IN BRIEF
One dead in single-
vehicle accident

A body was found in 
the driver’s seat of  a ve-
hicle that had been en-
gulfed in flames after 
running off  the road in 
Sodus Township Satur-
day evening, according 
to a news release from 
the Berrien County Sher-
iff ’s Department.

The vehicle was on fire 
when emergency crews 
arrived at 7:45 p.m. near 
the intersection of  Tabor 
and River roads, accord-
ing to the release. The 
vehicle had run off  the 
roadway, and the body 
was located after the fire 
had been extinguished.

The name of  the victim 
has not been released.

Assisting at the scene 
were the Sodus Township 
Fire Department and the 
Berrien County Sheriff ’s 
Accident Reconstruction 
Unit.

Decoration contest 
added to BH activities

BENTON HARBOR 
— A contest for the best 
holiday decorated store 
front in Benton Harbor 
will take place Nov. 20, 
sponsored by the Benton 
Harbor Downtown De-
velopment Authority.

Judging will be in the 
afternoon, with the 
awards presented at the 
Benton Harbor Holiday 
Lights Celebration, 
which starts at 6 p.m. at 
Dwight P. Mitchell City 
Center Park, said Benton 
Harbor DDA President 
Bryan Tutton.

Celebrity Christmas 
Story Readings will be 

from 4:30-5:45 p.m. at 
the Benton Harbor Li-
brary, 213 E. Wall St.

The celebrations are 
sponsored by the DDA 
along with the Benton 
Harbor Parks Conser-
vancy, New Territory 
Arts Association, Ben-
ton Harbor Library, city 
of  Benton Harbor and 
local businesses.

Foreclosure prevention 
applications to end

LANSING — Applica-
tions for Step Forward 
Michigan, a homeowner 
foreclosure prevention 
program, will no longer 
be accepted after Dec. 31, 
2015. 

All homeowners in 
need of  assistance must 
register at www.stepfor-
wardmichigan.org by the 
end of  the year and sub-
mit the complete applica-
tion package by Jan. 31 
in order to be considered 
on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
served basis. Applications 
already received will con-
tinue to be actively re-
viewed.  

Since July 2010, the 
Step Forward Michigan 
program has assisted 
more than 28,381 home-
owners that were unem-
ployed, underemployed, 
delinquent on their mort-
gage, property taxes, or 
condominium associa-
tion dues, or owed more 
than the value of  their 
home.

Over $253 million has 
been disbursed to partici-
pating mortgage lenders, 
counties and condomini-
um associations. House-
holds have received an 
average of  $10,734.


