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8,000 feet of  8-inch mains 
with 16-inch mains along 
Shawnee Road from the 
water tower west to Gast 
Road and north on Gast 
Road to Lemon Creek.

Andrew said the project 
would coincide with the 
Berrien County Road 
Commission’s Shawnee 
Road repaving. He said an 
early spring start would al-
low the township to stay 
ahead of  the county and 
minimize traffic disrup-
tions.

“The project includes 
5-foot shoulders and im-
proved drainage. We’ll fi-
nally get this done after 
discussing it for numerous 
years,” Gast said.

The board approved the 
Merritt’s engineering and 

design costs at $29,000.
Trustee John Wilk said 

the Planning Commission 
approved the site plan for 
the expansion of  Warren 
Dunes Village, 11159 Red 
Arrow Highway,  with an 
additional 128 sites to be 
added to the 180 existing 
manufactured home sites 
and a new entrance off  
Floral Lane.

The board gave Water 
System Superintendent 
Mark Panzegrau approval 
to proceed as he judged 
needed with budgeted 
maintenance projects, sub-
ject to utility committee 
review and board approval 
for major difference from 
the budget. The move will 
reduce the need for Panze-
grau to approach the 
board for the many up-
coming projects needed on 
the 40-year-old water 
plant.
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handle this increasing de-
sire to capitalize on the 
beauty of  the region,” 
Waggoner told planners 
Monday. “We feel that this 
classic setting will become 
an instant hit with the 
types of  couples who are 
increasingly seeking story-
book settings and destina-
tion weddings.”

Benton Township Direc-
tor of  Inspections  Tom 
Baldwin said  the  post-
frame building, which will 
serve as the reception hall, 
sits on the property along 
with another nice house. 
The property is bounded 
by a stone fence at the 
front along Riverside 
Road.

John Olson, a representa-
tive of Merritt Engineering, 
told planners the intent is 
to have 57 paved parking 

spots, with additional park-
ing space on the neighbor-
ing property being leased 
to Waggoner through Nel-
son – the third partner for 
Stonegate Manor.

Baldwin said the public 
hearing was necessary to 
allow residential neighbors 
to express  their concerns. 
Two neighbors appeared in 
person for Monday’s pub-
lic hearing supporting  the 
project while posting ques-
tions about noise and 
lighting.

“The property is zoned 
agricultural, which under 
the permitted uses in agri-
cultural  zoning would not 
allow this type of  venue,” 
Baldwin said. “A public 
hearing was needed to au-
thorize the special use.”

The property had been 
the home of  a House of 
David Museum under the 
prior owner, Chris Siriano.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski
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District sets meeting to hash out curriculum

EAU CLAIRE — The 
Eau Claire school board 
will host a special meeting 
Thursday on curriculum 
concerns, Superintendent 
David Gray said.

The public event will be 
at 7 p.m. in the high school 
media center. The event 
follows a Monday meeting 
between administrators 
and teachers.

Gray said Thurs-
day’s meeting is to discuss 
implementing the curricu-
lum framework adopted 

by the district in the 
fall.  Board members split 
4-3 to continue implemen-
tation of  the Engage New 
York  curriculum frame-
work. Board President 
David Sprague said  then 
the board wanted to get 
ideas from staff  and  par-
ents as they continued im-
plementing the new cur-
riculum.

Parents and residents 
first raised concerns about 
the Engage New York cur-
riculum in December and 
then again at special board 
meeting in early January. 
People’s concerns  cen-

tered around curriculum 
content and provid-
ing  enough support for 
teachers.

At the early January 
meeting, Gray and other 
district  administrators 
said the Engage New York 
curriculum was chosen be-
cause it is aligned with 
Common Core standards.

They said a new curricu-
lum was needed to bring 
up the  district’s scores on 
state tests.

Parent Arthur Keene at-
tended early January 
meeting  and  the Monday 
afternoon meeting where 

teachers stated  their con-
cerns about the new cur-
riculum. He said teach-
ers  presented information 
about the strengths and 
weaknesses of the curricu-
lum and how it compared 
to other curriculum.

Complaints raised by 
teachers included the lack 
of  interactive digital con-
tent, the lack of  reteach-
ing material, key  learning 
objectives were not ad-
dressed sufficiently and 
the lack of  materials to 
help parents  help  their 
children with home-
work, he said.

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

Transitional guidance

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
—  Lake Michigan Col-
lege’s former president, 
Bob Harrison, isn’t riding 
into the sunset just yet.

Harrison is returning to 
the college on a four-month 
consulting contract to help 
his successor, Jennifer 
Spielvogel – to help ease 
the transition between 
the  administrations, she 
said.

“He’ll be introducing me 
to the community, to (state) 
legislators, and (other per-
sonnel within) the college,” 
Spielvogel said. “As I’ve 
said before, Bob left this 
place in really good 
hands, and now I just get to 
continue the kinds of 
things that we’ve already 
started.”

LMC board members 
approved the arrangement 
in Tuesday’s meeting.

Harrison’s experience 

and institutional memory 
will be an asset to Spielvo-
gel, LMC Board Chair-
woman Mary Jo Tomasini 
said.

“Bob’s role, really, is to 
be an advocate, and help 
Jennifer to put the puzzle 
pieces together – who’s re-
lated to who, and what 
company is owned by 
who,” Tomasini said. 
“We’re excited that he’s 
come back to help us out.”

For example, Harrison 
will join Spielvogel and 
board members and LMC 
officials today for a trip to 
Lansing, Tomasini said.

The trip is organized is 
by the Michigan Commu-
nity College Association.

“It’s called the ‘Legislative 
Action Day,’ or something 
like that – they (MCCA) put 
a lunch program together, 
and they meet with our leg-
islators, talk about what the 
college’s needs are, “ Toma-
sini said.

Tomasini didn’t know 

how much Harrison will 
earn under his contract, 
whose ending will coincide 
with the wrap-up of LMC’s 
$7.5 million “Campaign 
For Tomorrow” fundrais-
ing effort.

“The campaign really 
needs to be done by the end 
of April, and Jennifer will 
know everybody by then – 
she’s met a lot of people in 
the community already,” 
Tomasini said. “She’s do-
ing a great job. When you 
think of it geographically, 
meeting everyone ...  it is a 
lot to cover.”

Harrison stepped down 
in December after a 16-
year career with the col-
lege, which  he  led since 
May 2009.

In response, the board 
granted Harrison president 
emeritus status, and named 
the entryway of LMC’s 
Napier Avenue campus as 
“Harrison Boulevard” in 
his honor.

“I knew we’d see him, 
but he wants to have Jenni-
fer have a great start,” To-
masini said.

Spielvogel formerly 

served as vice president of 
evidence and inquiry at 
Cuyahoga Community 
College in Cleveland before 
starting her new role in Jan-
uary.

In other business, Spiel-
vogel said she hopes to an-
nounce by next month 
she’ll go about replacing 
LMC’s former vice presi-
dent of student services, 
Clinton Gabbard.

“I wanted to spend some 
time understanding all of 
the areas that reported to 
him (Gabbard), so they’re 
all reporting to me right 
now, temporarily,” Spielvo-
gel said. “We’ll have some 
sort of announcement by 
Feb. 1. I gave myself four 
weeks, but I’ve had great 
input.”

Gabbard left LMC last 
month to become president 
of McHenry County Com-
munity College in Crystal 
Lake, Ill.

He was the only internal 
candidate to apply for Har-
rison’s job, but withdrew 
his application after the 
McHenry presidential spot 
opened up.

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Harrison gains consulting contract to help 
new Lake Michigan College president
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IN BRIEF
Amateur radio event 
Saturday and Sunday

STEVENSVILLE — 
The Blossomland Amateur 
Radio Association (www.
B l o s s o m l a n d 
ARA.org) will have its an-
nual Winter Field Day 
event from noon Saturday 
through noon Sunday, the 
organization announced.

There will be two station 
locations set up that visi-
tors  can operate even 
if they are not licensed ama-
teur radio operators. People 
can see what  ham radio is 
all about at the southeast 
corner of John Beers Road 
and Lincoln Avenue.

Mackinac Bridge 
reopens after falling ice

ST. IGNACE (AP) — 
The Mackinac Bridge has 
reopened after falling ice 
forced officials to stop trav-
el between Michigan’s two 
peninsulas.

Ice warmed by the sun 
was falling Tuesday more 
than 300 feet from cables 
and towers, threatening ve-
hicles below. No injuries or 
damage were reported, and 
the bridge was reopened 
hours later.

A similar shutdown took 
place Saturday that lasted 
several hours.

Decades later, Holland 
library gets book back

HOLLAND (AP) — A 
book has been returned to a 

library in western Michigan 
– 49 years later.

The borrower says he was 
a college student in 1967 
when he checked out a 
book about World War II 
from the Herrick library in 
Holland. He says the book 
was stored in a trunk that 
hadn’t been opened until re-
cently.

Library director Diane 
Kooiker declined to identi-
fy the book, the man’s name 
or the amount of money 
given to the library.

In a letter to the library, 
the man described it as a 
“modest donation” to cover 
what could be a “tremen-
dous fine.”

Kooiker told The Grand 
Rapids Press that honest 
people sometimes can mis-
place a book.

Man dies in car crash 
while watching movie

DETROIT (AP) — Po-
lice say a man who was 
watching a movie on his 
phone has died in a car 
crash on a Detroit high-
way.

Clifford Ray Jones of De-
troit was partially ejected 
through the sunroof when 
his 1996 Toyota rolled in 
the wee hours Sunday.

Lt. Mike Shaw of the 
state police says it appears 
to be another case of a driv-
er distracted by technology. 
No other vehicles were in-
volved in the crash. The 
58-year-old Jones wasn’t 
wearing a seat belt.

Bill would give FOIA exemption 
for Mich. energy infrastructure
By KATHLEEN GRAY
Detroit Free Press (TNS)

LANSING — The Flint 
water crisis loomed large 
over a hearing Tuesday on 
a bill that would provide an 
exemption from Freedom 
of Information Act laws 
for some public documents 
surrounding cyber security 
and critical energy infra-
structure.

“We’re trying to strike a 
balance here to protect 
against people with evil in-
tent,” said the bill’s sponsor 
state Rep. Kurt Heise, R-
Plymouth.

The bill would allow 
companies to share infor-
mation with state regula-
tors about cyber security 
and critical energy infra-
structure issues without 
fear that the documents 
would become public. 
That’s important, said 
State Police Inspector Matt 
Bolger, for companies who 
want to alert authorities 
about hacking attempts 
without that information 
getting out to the public 
and spooking sharehold-
ers.

“Cyber security is new 
and upcoming,” he said. 
“Any time there is an inci-

dent, like in Ferguson or 
Baltimore or even Flint, 
there is a cyber component. 
Hurley Hospital got hit 
(with a hacking attempt) in 
response to this Flint water 
crisis. Somebody across the 
other end of the world says 
let’s hit them.”

A FOIA exemption for 
information like that would 
make companies more 
comfortable with sharing 
information with authori-
ties, he said.

The bill would not ex-
empt information about 
compliance with state safe-
ty and environmental stan-
dards, Heise said.

But others said the FOIA 
exemption would act as a 
shield for companies be-
having badly. Opponents 
testified about the 2010 En-
bridge oil spill into the Ka-
lamazoo River, the possi-
bility of problems with 
Pipeline 5 – an aging pipe-
line under the Straits of 
Mackinac – and, more re-
cently, the ongoing contro-
versy over lead leaching 
from pipes into homes in 
Flint.

“We come at this from 
the perspective that trans-
parency is really important 
to protect our natural re-

sources and the public 
health,” said Charlotte 
Jameson, policy manager 
for the League of Conser-
vation Voters. “There’s a 
lot of attention on Flint, 
and rightfully so, as a prime 
example of Michigan’s fail-
ing record on transparen-
cy.”

State Rep. Ken. Goike, 
R-Ray Township, said he’s 
concerned about the im-
pact on property owners 
who have pipelines running 
across their property.

“My biggest crutch is 
that these pipelines are go-
ing across private property 
that’s been taken from con-
demnation and these peo-
ple don’t have access to that 
information,” he said. “I 
don’t believe you’re proac-
tive enough in your com-
munications.”

But John Griffin, of the 
American Petroleum Insti-
tute, said much of that in-
formation is already pub-
licly available. He said he 
sees no practical need for 
anyone to be able to access 
blueprints or schematics 
that are shared with gov-
ernmental bodies.

The bill sets up a process 
to appeal a FOIA denial on 
cyber security or critical 

energy requests. The first 
request would go the ap-
propriate agency, such as 
the state Department of 
Environmental Quality. If  
the FOIA request is denied, 
it then goes to the state Of-
fice of Energy. And if  it’s 
denied there, the person re-
questing the information 
can appeal the decision in 
their county Circuit Court.

Open government advo-
cates, including the Michi-
gan Press Association and 
the Coalition for Open 
Government, opposed the 
bill, saying it was a step 
backward.

“It clearly favors opera-
tors of so-called critical in-
frastructure businesses. 
What is proposed allows 
the proverbial fox to guard 
the chicken house,” said 
Jane Briggs Bunting, of the 
Open Government coali-
tion in a letter to the com-
mittee. “The ongoing 
temptation, post-9/11, is to 
close off all information. 
It’s been done repeatedly 
and represents a grave 
threat to the ideals of a de-
mocracy and republic.”

No vote was taken on the 
bill – HB 4550 – Tuesday, 
but it could be considered 
again in the next few weeks.

Judge invokes Flint crisis in ruling on Detroit schools plan
DETROIT (AP) — A 

judge has invoked Flint’s 
lead-tainted water crisis in 
ruling to block the Detroit 
public school district’s at-
tempt to cut costs by reduc-
ing the number of boiler 
operators at schools.

Wayne County Circuit 
Judge David Allen said in 
his ruling released Monday 
that leaving boilers unat-
tended endangers children, 
the Detroit Free Press re-
ported .

“The court takes notice 
of the current government 
induced tainted water crisis 
debacle in Flint,” Allen 
wrote. “For those of us that 

want to listen, it has taught 
us that when we place fi-
nancial expediency over ba-
sic and critical public health 
needs, we reap what we 
sow: Lead poisoning in 
thousands of children.

“Let us not have the next 
headline to go national be: 
‘Detroit Schoolchildren In-
jured and Killed in Unat-
tended Boiler Explosion.’”

A district spokeswoman 
told The Associated Press 
that the district would com-
ment on the decision Tues-
day.

Flint switched from De-
troit’s municipal water sys-
tem while under emergency 

state financial management 
and began drawing water 
from the Flint River in 
2014 to save money, but the 
water was not properly 
treated. Residents have 
been urged to use bottled 
water and to put filters on 
faucets.

Allen’s ruling came the 
same day a different judge 
denied a second attempt by 
the school district to obtain 
a temporary restraining or-
der against teacher sick-
outs that have closed doz-
ens of buildings this month 
and kept thousands of stu-
dents home.

In the case about boilers, 

the International Union of 
Operating Engineers Local 
324 sought to stop the De-
troit school district from 
cutting licensed boiler engi-
neers at 75 schools from 
one at each school. A plan 
to save $3 million a year 
called for 15 engineers, each 
responsible for five schools.

The district argued that 
technological advances in 
boiler monitoring made the 
plan safe. Darnell Earley, 
the district’s emergency 
manager, previously over-
saw Flint’s finances and 
was in charge when the city 
switched to Flint River wa-
ter. adnum=60695569
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GIBSON

Gibson is a 8-10 week old male Black and 

White DSH who was dumped at the shelter. 

You can’t imagine why someone wouldn’t 

want this great little guy! He is so much fun!

269-429-8911
countrycarpetshoppe.net


