Herald Palladium 01/27/2016

Page : A04

W W BB WA W BT RN B

Transitional guidance

Harrison gains consulting contract to help
new Lake Michigan College president

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP
— Lake Michigan Col-
lege’s former president,
Bob Harrison, isn’t riding
into the sunset just yet.

Harrison is returning to
the college on a four-month
consulting contract to help

his  successor, Jennifer
Spielvogel — to help ease
the transition between

the administrations, she
said.

“He’ll be introducing me
to the community, to (state)
legislators, and (other per-
sonnel within) the college,”
Spielvogel said. “As I've
said before, Bob left this
place in really good
hands, and now I just get to
continue the kinds of
things that we’ve already
started.”

LMC board members
approved the arrangement
in Tuesday’s meeting.

Harrison’s exnerience

Copyright (c)2016 The Herald-Palladium 01/27/2016

and institutional memory
will be an asset to Spielvo-
gel, LMC Board Chair-
woman Mary Jo Tomasini
said.

“Bob’s role, really, is to
be an advocate, and help
Jennifer to put the puzzle
pieces together — who's re-
lated to who, and what
company is owned by
who,” Tomasini  said.
“Were excited that he’s
come back to help us out.”

For example, Harrison
will join Spielvogel and
board members and LMC
officials today for a trip to
Lansing, Tomasini said.

The trip is organized is
by the Michigan Commu-
nity College Association.

“It’s called the ‘Legislative
Action Day, or something
like that — they (MCCA) put
a lunch program together,
and they meet with our leg-
islators, talk about what the
college’s needs are, “ Toma-
sini said.

Tomasini

didn’t  know

how much Harrison will
earn under his contract,
whose ending will coincide
with the wrap-up of LMC’s
$7.5 million “Campaign
For Tomorrow” fundrais-
ing effort.

“The campaign really
needs to be done by the end
of April, and Jennifer will
know everybody by then —
she’s met a lot of people in
the community already,”
Tomasini said. “She’s do-
ing a great job. When you
think of it geographically,
meeting everyone ... it is a
lot to cover.”

Harrison stepped down
in December after a 16-
year career with the col-
lege, which he led since
May 2009.

In response, the board
granted Harrison president
emeritus status, and named
the entryway of LMC’s
Napier Avenue campus as
“Harrison Boulevard” in
his honor.

“I knew we'd see him,
but he wants to have Jenni-
fer have a great start,” To-
masini said.

Snielvoeel formerlv

served as vice president of
evidence and inquiry at
Cuyahoga Community
College in Cleveland before
starting her new role in Jan-
uary.

In other business, Spiel-
vogel said she hopes to an-
nounce by next month
she’ll go about replacing
LMC’s former vice presi-
dent of student services,
Clinton Gabbard.

“I wanted to spend some
time understanding all of
the areas that reported to
him (Gabbard), so they’re
all reporting to me right
now, temporarily,” Spielvo-
gel said. “We’ll have some
sort of announcement by
Feb. 1. I gave myself four
weeks, but I've had great
input.”

Gabbard left LMC last
month to become president
of McHenry County Com-
munity College in Crystal
Lake, III.

He was the only internal
candidate to apply for Har-
rison’s job, but withdrew
his application after the
McHenry presidential spot
onened nn.
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