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LOCAL & STATE
Mental screening ordered for murder suspect

ST. JOSEPH — A man 
accused of killing a baby 
in Coloma in late February 
will undergo a mental eval-
uation before further court 
proceedings are held.

Berrien County Trial 
Court Judge Arthur Cot-
ter on Wednesday ordered 
Brandon Beshires, 30, of 
Benton Harbor to undergo 
forensic testing to determine 
whether he is competent to 
stand trial. The evaluation 
also will help Beshires’ law-
yer, Donald Sappanos, de-
cide whether to pursue an 
insanity defense.

Beshires is charged with 
fi rst-degree premeditated 

murder, fi rst-degree felony 
murder and fi rst-degree 
child abuse in the death of 
8-month-old Carter Dono-
van of Hartford. The baby’s 
mother, Autumn Atchley, 
31, of Hartford, is charged 
with being an accessory af-
ter the fact.

Coloma Township po-
lice said in February that 
Atchley left the baby with 
Beshires Feb. 19 while she 
went to a doctor’s appoint-
ment. Later that day, Atch-
ley and Beshires took the 
child to Lakeland Medical 
Center, St. Joseph, where 
he was pronounced dead. 
A preliminary autopsy re-
port revealed the child died 
of blunt force trauma to the 
head.

Beshires is not the baby’s 
father and it is unclear 
what his relationship is with 
Atchley. She was charged 
because she allegedly lied to 
authorities about who the 
child was with the day he 
died. Atchley waived a pre-
liminary hearing and a May 
24 trial date is set for her. 
She faces up to fi ve years in 
prison if convicted, while 
Beshires faces life in prison 
without parole if he is con-
victed as charged.

Beshires’ preliminary 
hearing was to be held next 
Tuesday. But at a pre-exam 
conference Wednesday, his 
lawyer said he does not think 
Beshires understands what is 
happening. He said his client 
has been diagnosed earlier 

in life with bipolar disorder 
and schizophrenia.

“I’m having trouble un-
derstanding him, and based 
on my communications 
with him, I don’t think he 
really understands what is 
happening.”

He said Beshires some-
times makes sense and 
seems to understand things 
and other times, including 
in letters and other such 
things he has written, he 
makes little sense.

Sappanos said based on 
the seriousness of the charg-
es, he does not think the 
case should move forward 
without a mental evalua-
tion.

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

Julie Swidwa / HP staff

Brandon Beshires, right, sits with his lawyer, Donald Sappanos, in 
Berrien County Trial Court Wednesday. Beshires is charged with mur-
der in the death of 8-month-old Carter Donovan in February. Judge 
Arthur Cotter ordered Beshires to undergo a mental evaluation.
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Part of Crystal Avenue in Benton Township north of the I-94 Business Loop on East Main Street is closed through Friday 
for sewer repairs being done by the Michigan Department of Transportation. The I-94 Business Loop is not closed. The 
posted detour for Crystal Avenue is Territorial Road, North Euclid Avenue and Highland Avenue. There are no estimates 
on how much the work will cost, said Nick Schirripa, a spokesman with MDOT. He said the work was not an emergency, 
but it was also not planned.

CRYSTAL TROUBLEThe training 
wheels linger

BENTON HARBOR — 
The state isn’t loosening its 
oversight of Benton Harbor 
just yet.

On March 8, members of 
the state-appointed Benton 
Harbor Receivership Tran-
sition Receivership Adviso-
ry Board said they hoped to 
scale back oversight to only 
having to approve expendi-
tures of more than $250,000 
and meeting quarterly. Cur-
rently, the board has to ap-
prove all items city commis-
sioners pass before they can 
go into effect.

But at the board’s Wednes-
day meeting, the topic was 
not on the agenda.

Toward  the end of the 
10-minute meeting, Berrien 
County Treasurer Bret Wit-
kowski, a board member, 
asked if the state had ap-
proved the change.

“Not at this time. We’re in 
the works of fi nalizing,” said 
Deanna Hudson, an analyst 
with the state Treasury De-
partment.

After the meeting, Eric 
Cline from the state Trea-
sury Department said there 
is no date on when the de-
partment will consider the 
request to scale back over-
sight.

“Everybody’s gotten re-
ally busy,” he said.

Witkowski said after the 

meeting he sees no reason 
why the oversight can’t be 
scaled back.

“To me, it’s just down to 
fi nances, and the fi nances 
are in great shape,” he said.

R-TAB members Marvin 
Raglon and Sharon Hunt 
said they agreed.

When contacted after 
the meeting, Mayor Mar-
cus Muhammad said in an 
emailed statement that de-
mocracy delayed is democ-
racy denied.

“Every second that the 
residents of Benton Har-
bor are denied their United 
States Constitutional Rights 
(by) the (Gov. Rick) Snyder 
administration will continue 
to plummet and sink into 
the abyss,” he said in his 
email.

In addition, R-TAB mem-
bers accepted the resigna-
tion of former Chairman 
Larry Steckelberg, who was 
from the state Department 
of Treasury. They elected as 
chairwoman Kathryn De-
bien, the new representative 
from the state Department 
of Treasury.

R-TAB members ap-
proved all City Commis-
sion minutes and resolu-
tions with no comment. The 
board next meets at 11 a.m. 
June 22.

Since the last emergen-
cy manager left in March 
2014, the R-TAB met once a 
month until recently, when it 
started meeting every other 
month.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

R-TAB stays in control 
of Benton Harbor

Pokagon to expand Four Winds Dowagiac

DOWAGIAC — The Po-
kagon Band of Potawatomi 
Indians plan to expand the 
Four Winds Casino in Dow-
agiac.

The expansion will add 
2,700 square feet to an ex-
isting 27,000-square-feet 
casino to make room for 70 
slot machines and two table 
games.

There will be an exclu-
sive entrance and 70 park-
ing spaces added for play-
ers that have Copper status 
through the W Club, which 
is Four Winds Casinos’ 
player loyalty program.

“This expansion is a di-
rect response to players who 
have asked for more games 
at Four Winds Dowagiac,” 
said Frank Freedman, chief  
operating offi cer of Four 
Winds Casinos, in a news 
release. “We are also pleased 
to extend exclusive benefi ts 
to our Copper Members 
through a private entrance 
and parking area.”

Construction for the ex-
pansion  at 58700 M-51 
South in Dowagiac is ex-
pected to begin this spring 
and fi nish later this year. 
Freedman said the work 
will not affect current op-
erations.

Four Winds Dowagiac al-
ready has 300 slot machines, 
fi ve table games and a Tim-
bers restaurant that can seat 
about 30 people.

There is also a non-smok-
ing area with another 20 slot 
machines.

“We have been extremely 
pleased with the response 

we have received from play-
ers at Four Winds Dowa-
giac since it fi rst opened in 
April 2013,” John Warren, 
chairman of the Pokagon 
Band, stated in the release. 
“The expansion not only 
demonstrates the success of 
our Four Winds Casinos, 
but our continued economic 
development, which is re-
sponsible for providing im-
portant services to Pokagon 
Citizens, including housing, 
education, family services, 
medical care and cultural 
preservation.”

Four Winds Dowagiac, 

which opened in 2013, is the 
newest Four Winds Casino 
in Southwest Michigan.

In 2007, the Pokagon 
Band opened the Four 
Winds Casino Resort in 
New Buffalo, which was fol-
lowed by Four Winds Hart-
ford in 2011.

In addition to this expan-
sion, the Pokagon Band has 
now made about $248 mil-
lion investments to Michi-
gan and Indiana economies 
over the last four years.

“We’ve enjoyed a good 
working relationship with 
the Pokagon Band and wish 
them continued success 
with the expansion of Four 
Winds Dowagiac,” said Po-
kagon Township Supervi-
sor Linda Preston. “Since 
opening three years ago, the 
casino has created a variety 
of new jobs and had a posi-
tive economic impact on the 
area.”

The Pokagon Band’s 
10-county service area in-
cludes four counties in 
Southwest Michigan and 
six in Northern Indiana. Its 
main administrative offi ces 
are in Dowagiac, with a sat-
ellite offi ce in South Bend.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Expansion will 
include slot machines, 
new entrance

Don Campbell / HP staff

Players demonstrate the slot machines at The Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi Indians’ Four Winds Dowagiac during media day in 
2013 when the casino first opened. Construction on the casino’s 
expansion will take place this spring.

LMC adds map 
technology program

 

BENTON HARBOR 
—  Looking for a career 
that blends computer 
skills and mapping tech-
nology, plus the chance to 
earn $60,000 a year?

That’s the essence of 
the college’s new geospa-
tial information science 
and technology program, 
which Lake Michigan 
College board members 
unanimously approved 
Tuesday night.

“We’re one of  a few 
community colleges in 
the state, and certainly in 
the country, to have that 
program,” said Leslie Kel-
logg, LMC’s vice president 
of  academic services (ca-
reer and work force edu-
cation). “It is a credential 
that many students from 
different disciplines can 
use – business, criminal 
justice, logistics – because 

it’s applicable in pretty 
much any industry.”

Starting this summer, 
LMC will offer the new 
program as a certifi cate, 
as part of  its computer in-
formation science course-
work options, Kellogg 
said after the board meet-
ing.

Students can take the 
program as a stand-alone 
certifi cate, which takes a 
year to complete – or as an 
add-on certifi cate “to give 
them a real strong edge in 
the work force,” if  they’re 
going for an associate’s 
degree, Kellogg said.

The GIST program 
ranks among the U.S. De-
partment of  Labor’s “top 
three growth sectors” in 
the work place, Kellogg 
told the board.

Students would benefi t 
by getting an associate’s 
degree in computer infor-
mation systems and pro-
gramming, for example 
– as well as the GIST cer-
tifi cate, Kellogg said.

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
H-P Correspondent

Officials say it’s 
a job growth area

See SUSPECT, page B2

See PROGRAM, page B2

IN BRIEF
New Buffalo High 
principal to retire

NEW BUFFALO 
—  The New Buffalo 
school board accepted the 
letter of  retirement from 
High School Principal 
Guy Reece.

The  resignation, effec-
tive June 15, follows the 
coming departure of  Su-
perintendent Mark West-

erburg. He announced 
last month he is retiring 
to accept a position in 
northern California.

Reece, 61, took the job 
in June 2013, succeeding 
Ron Hart. Reece said he 
might consider an ad-
junct position teaching 
college physics or another 
part-time teaching posi-
tion, but otherwise plans 
to work on his wife’s hon-

ey-do list, manage their 
vacation rental property, 
do some more travel and 
enjoy his grandchildren, 
ages 8 and 5.

The school board is 
working on plans to re-
place the two.

VB sets surcharge 
for 911 support

PAW PAW — The Van 

Buren County Board 
of  Commissioners has 
agreed to  continue the 
monthly $1.92-per-device 
surcharge approved by 
voters in November 2014 
to pay for 911 service.

The surcharge is ex-
pected to raise $1.6 mil-
lion for the fi scal year 
starting July 1.

See BRIEF, page B2
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The total annual bud-
get for Central Dispatch 
is just under $1.8 million, 
which includes $345,000 
for five new base stations 
and new kitchen facili-
ties. Sheriff  Dale Gribler 
told the board Tuesday 
the difference will be 
made up by state 911 
funds.
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Each week, The Herald-Palladium publishes photos and information about people from the area who are wanted on outstanding 
warrants for various alleged felonies. Listed below are the name, last known community of residence and charges for each of the 
suspects. The Berrien County Sheriff’s Department and Crime Stoppers are providing the information.

WANTED IN SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN

Mark Johnson

Mark Russell Johnson, 
Niles: Uttering and publish-
ing.

Henry Brigham 

Henry Lee Brigham, Ben-
ton Harbor: Sex offender – 
fail to register address, third 
offense, fail to sign registry, 
fail to pay registry fee.

Sheldon Waldon

Sheldon Herschel Waldon, 
Niles: Interfering with elec-
tronic communications.

Jamone Hodge

Jamone Demmand Hodge, 
Benton Harbor: Sex offend-
er – fail to register address, 
fail to pay registry fee.

Crime Stoppers will pay $100 for information that leads to the arrest of any of these people. Callers don’t need to leave a name but will be assigned a code number. 
Call 1-800-342-STOP or 288-STOP. This information comes from Crime Stoppers and the Berrien County Sheriff’s Department. All warrants must be reconfirmed before 
an arrest. To comment on the accuracy of this information, call 269-983-7141, ext. 4711.

Berrien Assistant Pros-
ecutor Jeffrey Taylor object-
ed, saying there has been no 
foundation laid for a pos-
sible insanity defense.

The judge ruled that be-
cause there is some history 
of mental disorders and 
because Beshires and his 
lawyer are having problems 
communicating, he would 
order the testing and ad-
journ next week’s hearing. 
It usually takes at least 60 
days for forensic testing and 
a report to be completed.

Outside the courtroom, 
Sappanos said the evalu-
ation will determine first 
whether Beshires is com-
petent to stand trial and, 
if so, whether he can be 
held criminally responsible 
based on his mental state at 
the time of the alleged mur-
der.

Sappanos said the case 
is a tough one because it 
involves an innocent baby, 
but his job is to see that his 
client is fairly represented.

“I do have sympathy for 
the child and the child’s 
family,” he said.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

SUSPECT
From page B1

“It will give them an ad-
vantage in their field. That 
(combination) is extreme-
ly marketable, and you 
could command a $60,000 
salary pretty easily,” she 
said.

GIST technology is 
mainly used in a decision-
making context, Kellogg 
said.

“It’s a blending of  da-
tabase and mapping tech-
nology,” Kellogg said. “It 
is using maps and a lot of 
data to create visual and 
graphic information ... for 
example, the movement 
of  contaminants through 
groundwater tables over 
time. That’s something 
you can see.”

Other examples include 
siting for a new business.

“You put in demograph-
ics like median income, 
consumer behaviors and 
traffic patterns  ...  where 
is a good place to put the 
next coffeeshop, that kind 
of  thing,” Kellogg said.

Sixteen students have 
signed up for the first 
classes this summer, which 
has exceeded LMC’s ini-
tial expectations, Kellogg 
said.

“Usually, you don’t get 
that kind of  enrollment 
(in a summer class) – and 
that’s without any market-
ing, at this point,” Kellogg 
said. “I think we’re going 
to find it to be a very suc-
cessful program.”

Board members unani-
mously agreed to create a 
pharmacy technician pro-
gram, which students can 
take either for a certificate 
or an associate’s degree.

LMC had been offering 
the program since the fall 
2012 semester, but only as 
a non-credit option, Kel-
logg said.

All that changed with a 
state mandate in Decem-
ber 2014.

“The state required that 
all pharmacy technicians 
had to be licensed. That 
created additional content 
that really makes it diffi-
cult to do in a short-term 
training format,” Kellogg 
said. “So it really made 
sense to move it to a cred-
it-bearing program.”

Trustee Paul Bergan 
expressed satisfaction at 
seeing the change taking 
place.

“It’s great to see it come 
for credit here at the col-
lege, and as an additional 
pathway for people in 
health sciences to explore 
the future,” he said.

The program will pre-
pare students to sit for 
the state exam that newly 
minted pharmacy tech-
nicians must pass before 
starting their careers, Kel-
logg said.

Key emphasis areas will 
include communications 
skills, health math, medi-
cal terminology and ac-
curacy in dispensing and 
controlling drugs, accord-
ing to  a memo in Tues-
day’s board packet.
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adnum=60484604

Dont Forget Silverstone Gardens for your 
Spring Planting Needs 
NOW OPEN

 Family Owned  16 Seasons and Still Growing
 Widest Selection  Highest Quality

269-463-5245 

Senior Day - Every Tuesday
10% off - 65 & up

521 Lake Bld. St. Joseph

Visit us on Facebook to see our Mother’s Day Brunch Menu

Join us for
Mother’s Day Brunch

Sunday, May 8th
11am-3pm

$35/Adults • $20/6-12 Years
5 and under Free

Call 269-983-3882 for Reservations

adnum=60728165

adnum=60691494adnum=60691494adnum=60682149

8906 First Street • Baroda, MI • 269.422.1141

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Rueben Tuesday

$9.00 
Corned beef, turkey, pastrami, roast beef, 

served w/choice of fries, chips or slaw
Wing Wednesday

50-cents each
Jumbo deep fried wings, w/hot, BBQ, 

garlic parmesan sauces
Rib Thursday

$10.00
1/2 rack of fall-off  the bone BBQ ribs w/choice of potato

Frog Leg Friday
$10.00

5 saddles deep fried frog legs 
served w/choice of potato, soup or salad

Sirloin Saturday
$10.00

6 oz. Trotter steak served w/choice of potato and slaw
Fried Chicken Sunday

$10.00
4 pc. fried chicken w/choice of potato and slaw

Try Mike’s Tequila-Lime Chicken
8 oz. grilled chicken breast, served

w/grilled caulifl ower, rice
and your choice of soup or salad

Check out our daily specials 
on our website

www.BarodaTap.com
“Like” us for Specials, 
Events & more

Che

w
“Li
Eve

adnum=60612511

321 State St. • Downtown St. Joe • 983-2170

HOURS: M-Sat 10-6

SAVE UP TO
Cobb Hill • Clarks • Rieker
Keen • ECCO • Spring Step

And Many Others!

SELECT GROUP

VERA BRADLEY
save25%

 TO50%
OFF

3DAYSALE!

THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

SEELECLECT GT ROUP

50%

adnum=60729765

Together, challenging our children to succeed

Bridgman Public Schools offers a variety of excellent academic programs and outstanding athletic 
and extracurricular opportunities while at the same time providing the individual attention that is 

found in a small-school environment.  

2016 Schools of Choice Openings:

 Pre-K     8  6th Grade    0
 Kindergarten  10  7th Grade    0
 1st Grade  10  8th Grade    0
 2nd Grade  10  9th Grade    3
 3rd Grade    6  10th Grade    0
 4th Grade    4  11th Grade    0
 5th Grade    0  12th Grade    0

Schools of Choice applications may be downloaded from the district website or picked up in the 
Superintendent’s Offi ce located at 9964 Gast Road, Bridgman.  Please call Lee Stults at 

269-466-0271 for more information.  Application deadline is June 17, 2016

bridgmanschools.com


