
Herald Palladium - 05/06/2016 Page : A01

Copyright (c)2016 The Herald-Palladium 05/06/2016
May 6, 2016 11:07 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 78% from original to fit letter page


Spielvogel ousted as LMC president

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
—  Jennifer Spielvogel is 
out as president for Lake 
Michigan College.

Three months after tak-
ing office, LMC’s Board 
of  Trustees terminated 
Spielvogel’s contract fol-
lowing a nearly two-hour 
just cause hearing Thurs-
day morning. Trustees 
cited policy violations, 
improper conduct, im-
proper management 
behavior, a lack of  pro-
fessionalism, providing 
inadequate goals and in-
curring $20,625 in unau-
thorized costs charged to 
LMC.

The hearing was in the 
Hanson Theatre at LMC’s 
Mendel Center to accom-
modate the more than 
100 people in attendance. 
Seated at a table facing 
the board with a camera 
focused on her, Spielvogel 
remained mostly quiet – 
occasionally speaking in 
asides with her lawyer.

Among the board’s main 
concerns was Spielvogel’s 
behavior, which board 
Chairwoman Mary Jo To-
masini said created a hos-
tile work environment. An 
investigation conducted 
after Spielvogel’s first two 
months in office, which 
included looking over ex-
pense documents and in-
terviewing colleagues who 
had issued complaints on 
her job performance.

According to witness 
statements collected at 
the April 8 special meet-
ing that led to Spielvo-
gel’s suspension, LMC’s 
president allegedly made 
defamatory comments re-
garding board members, 
community members, col-
lege officers and employ-
ees. Tomasini said Spiel-
vogel admitted to making 
inappropriate comments 
when asked by the board 
and LMC’s lawyer.

Tomasini said Spielvo-
gel engaged in behavior 
that could have placed 
LMC in jeopardy of  law-
suits and she intentionally 
created a hostile environ-
ment by altering an em-
ployee’s job duties to make 
her to quit. Spielvogel also 
related a plan to force an-
other employee to quit or 

retire, Tomasini said.
“We did not lose any-

body, but they were not 
in good shape,” Toma-
sini said after the hearing. 
“They were polishing up 
their resumes.”

Spielvogel and her law-
yer, Bradley Glazier, were 
given the stage after open-
ing comments from To-
masini. Glazier said the 
hearing was a farce be-
cause neither he or Spiel-
vogel could cross examine 
the witnesses that trustees 
spoke to during the April 
meeting.

Both Glazier and Spiel-
vogel said their argu-
ment was unnecessary 
because the board had al-
ready made its decision.

“Only 17 days after I 
started as president, mem-
bers of  the board and 
cabinet began keeping 
notes on my actions and 
my words,” Spielvogel said 
during the hearing. “It is 
still unknown to me who 
the architect of  the under-
cover work was. Perhaps 
she or they will one day 
have the courage to show 
themselves and offer an 
explanation.”

Spielvogel added: “I was 
not given the chance to cor-
rect or refute the list of mis-
statements and non-truths 

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer
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Lake Michigan College suspended President Jennifer Spielvogel joins her lawyer, Bradley Glazier, during a just cause hearing 
Thursday before the college’s Board of Trustees.

LMC outlines $20,000 
in Speilvogel’s expenses

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
—  Much of the talk at 
Jennifer Spielvogel’s just 
cause hearing was about 
the unauthorized expenses 
she incurred during her 
three months as president 
of Lake Michigan College.

After approving the 
termination of Spielvo-
gel’s contract Thursday, 
the LMC Board of Trust-
ees approved a motion to 
seek reimbursement from 
Spielvogel for $20,625 in 
expenses charged to the 
Benton Township-based 
college.

An investigation con-
cerning expenses began 
after board Chairwoman 
Mary Jo Tomasini noticed 
Spielvogel had failed to turn 
in expense reports for two 
consecutive months. After 
a further investigation into 
financial and communica-
tion documents, and inter-
viewing college officers and 
employees, Tomasini said 

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Among the more than $20,000 of unauthorized expenses Jen-
nifer Spielvogel allegedly incurred during her three months 
as LMC president was a graduation robe and chain of office 
medallion, which collectively cost $5,000. Board Chairwoman 
Mary Jo Tomasini said the price of the robe and medallion 
was equivalent to a year’s worth of student tuition.

Stewart 
found 
guilty 
on all 
counts

ST. JOSEPH — It was 
an emotional scene Thurs-
day at the Berrien County 
Courthouse after Marcus 
Stewart was found guilty 
of all counts in a series of 

rapes last 
summer in 
Benton Har-
bor.

“ T h a n k 
you. Thank 
you every-
one,” one of 
the victims 
said out-

side the courtroom as she 
hugged Berrien Chief As-
sistant Prosecutor Jennifer 
Smith and other court staff. 
She and another victim who 
was in court for the verdict 
both cried tears of relief.

“The verdict is a just ver-
dict and a good verdict for 
the safety of the women 
of Benton Harbor,” Smith 
said. 

Defense lawyer Ernest 
White declined comment 
other than to say Stewart 
will appeal. Stewart showed 
no reaction to the verdict.

Stewart, 42, of Benton 
Harbor, was convicted of 
first-degree criminal sexual 
conduct in each of three 
rapes that occurred July 29, 
Aug. 17 and Aug. 31. He 
faces up to life in prison on 
those counts.

In the Aug. 31 incident, 
which took place at a house 
on Lincoln Street, Stewart 
was further found guilty of 
first-degree home invasion, 
a 20-year felony; attempted 
assault by strangulation, a 
5-year felony; and interfer-
ing with a telecommunica-
tions device, a 2-year felony.

In each of the other two 
incidents, which took place 
July 29 in an alley off North 
Hull Avenue and Aug. 17 
in an alley near Ogden Av-
enue, he was further  found 
guilty of assault by stran-
gulation, a 10-year felony. 
Each of the women in those 
cases was walking home 
when they were grabbed 
from behind, dragged into 
alleys and were strangled 
while being raped.

Berrien County Pros-
ecutor Michael Sepic said 
Stewart has a criminal re-
cord, will be sentenced as a 
habitual offender and will 
get a minimum sentence 
of 25 years. Sentencing by 
Judge Donna Howard, who 
heard the case, will be    at 
1:30 p.m. June 13.

The case was investigated 
by the Benton Harbor De-
partment of Public Safety 
in conjunction with the 
Michigan State Police Ma-
jor Case Unit. 

State police Detective 

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

The latest buzz on the Zika virus

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— What do a mosquito net 
and a condom have in com-
mon?

According to Dr. Rick 
Johansen, medical direc-
tor of the Berrien County 
Health Department, both 

can be used to avoid con-
tracting or spreading the 
Zika virus.

Johansen reported some 
of the latest news on the 
mosquito-borne virus to 
the Board of Health on 
Wednesday.

He said that the illness is 
spread through the bite of 
the Aedes aegypti mosqui-
to, which has reached 30 
states in this country, most-
ly in the South and South-
west, and as far north as 
Kentucky, West Virginia 
and southern Ohio. That’s 
up from the 12 states where 

it had previously been lo-
cated.

The Aedes albopictus 
mosquito is also suspected 
of carrying the Zika virus, 
and it has been found in the 
Northeast and New Eng-
land states.

Once the mosquito bites 
a person infected with 
Zika, it can carry the dis-
ease to another person. 
Once a person has been 
infected with Zika, they are 
likely immune from future 
infections.

The Aedes aegypti mos-
quito can bite one person 

up to six times. This type 
of mosquito also can carry 
yellow fever.

So far, there have been 
no mosquito-borne cases 
of Zika in the continental 
United States, but there 
have been 346 cases in peo-
ple who traveled to Zika-
prone countries, according 
to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Zika can be sexually 
transmitted by a man to his 
sex partners, as the virus 
can be present in sperm, 
Johansen said. Of the trav-
el-related cases in the U.S., 

seven were sexually trans-
mitted.

It is recommended that 
a man who travels to a 
Zika-prone country, such 
as Puerto Rico or to South 
America, abstain from sex 
for eight weeks or use a 
condom, Johansen said.

In Puerto Rico, the U.S. 
Virgin Islands and Ameri-
can Samoa, 354 cases have 
been reported, and only 
three of those were travel-
related.

There have been reports 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Taking precautions 
best medicine, 
Johansen tells 
health board
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .56º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .64º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .43º
Record High . . . . . . 88º in 1949
Record Low . . . . . . 30º in 1971
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 0.97"
Normal month to date. . . . 0.58"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 11.26"
Normal year to date . . . . 10.78"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:33 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:51 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:49 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see sunny skies with 
a high temperature of 66º, humidity 
of 49%. West wind 5 mph. Expect 
mostly clear skies tonight with an 
overnight low of 53º. South wind 
5 mph. Saturday, skies will be 
partly cloudy with a 30% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Today, southwest winds 10 to 15 kt becoming south 10 to 20 kt. 
Waves 2 to 4 ft. Water temperature 50 degrees. Tonight, south 
winds 10 to 20 kt becoming west. 

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Expect mostly sunny skies today with highs in the 60s to 80s. South 
wind 10 to 15 mph. Skies will be mostly sunny to partly cloudy 
Saturday with scattered showers, highs in the 50s. 

Today, skies will be sunny with highs in the 60s and 70s. West wind 
6 mph. Skies will be partly cloudy Saturday with scattered showers 
and thunderstorms, highs in the 60s.

What are the two standard 
types of weather satellites??

Answer: Geo-stationary and polar 
orbiting.

New
5/6

First
5/13

Full
5/21

Last
5/29

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 33
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for May 6, 2016
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991

Students of F.C. Reed Middle 
School in Bridgman met Abra-
ham Lincoln (actually, one of 
his modern-day doubles) recent-
ly in a historic presentation by 
one of America’s greatest presi-
dents. Illinois actor R. Freder-
ick Klein, a student of Lincoln 
history, provided students in 
fifth and eighth grade classes 
with a sampling of Lincoln’s 
humor and stories. Appearing 
in vintage costume, with pe-
riod music, Klein spoke to the 
students as President Lincoln 
might in the post-Civil war pe-
riod, reflecting on his youth and 
his life as the nation’s leader.

35 years ago – 1981
Dr. Russell Owen is retiring 

from Southwestern Michigan 

College effective  May 31 and 
Tuesday’s board meeting was 
the 119th and last of his ten-
year tenure. 

During his tenure, the college 
opened three new schools, for 
business, nursing and technolo-
gy. It also opened ten extensions 
and built a new Center for Fine 
and Applied Arts.

50 years ago – 1966
Two prominent Benton Har-

bor bankers were elected to of-
fices in District 8, Southwestern 
Michigan Bankers Club, at the 
association’s annual meeting in 
St. Joseph last night. J. Kenneth 
Keefer, vice president of the 
Farmers & Merchants National 
Bank, was elected vice presi-
dent and Vere Beckwith, F & M 
president, was re-elected to the 
group’s legislative committee.

Today is Friday, May 6, the 
127th day of 2016. There are 
239 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On May 6, 1891, electrician 

Irwin “Ike” H. Hoover began 
installing the first electrical wir-
ing in the White House during 
the administration of President 
Benjamin Harrison. (Hoover 
ended up being offered a full-
time job as White House electri-
cian, which he accepted; he later 
became the White House chief  
usher.)

On this date:
In 1889, the Paris Exposition 

formally opened, featuring the 
just-completed Eiffel Tower.

In 1910, Britain’s Edward-

ian era ended with the death of 
King Edward VII; he was suc-
ceeded by George V.

In 1935, the Works Progress 
Administration began operating 
under an executive order signed 
by President Franklin D. Roos-
evelt.

In 1937, the hydrogen-filled 
German airship Hindenburg 
burned and crashed in Lakehu-
rst, New Jersey, killing 35 of the 
97 people on board and a Navy 
crewman on the ground.

In 1941, Josef Stalin assumed 
the Soviet premiership, replac-
ing Vyacheslav M. Molotov. Co-
median Bob Hope did his first 
USO show before an audience 
of servicemen as he broadcast 
his radio program from March 
Field in Riverside, California.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

that were created. The notes were 
twisted to look like (just) cause.”

Spielvogel, who became 
president Jan. 1, said the board 
tried to usurp her from office 
after she allegedly discovered 
LMC was out of  compliance 
with regulations with the U.S. 
Department of  Education – the 
federal agency that regulates fi-
nancial aid for students. Spiel-
vogel said she told Tomasini 
about the non-compliance is-
sue prior to a March 22 board 
meeting.

“As a new leader, I thought 
the best course of  action was to 
address these issues,” she said. 
“Apparently, it was not in my 
best interest to pursue correc-
tive action because soon after 
I told the board chair about 
the issues, the board’s attor-
ney solicited those notes from 
members of  my cabinet and the 
board to use as justification of 
my termination.”

Tomasini said she had no 
recollection of  speaking with 
Spielvogel about any financial 
aid compliance issue before the 
meeting.

“I recall a lot of  things about 
that meeting, but not that. This 
morning was the first time my-
self  and the board heard there’s 
any trouble with financial aid,” 
Tomasini said. “We had hired 
consultants to advise us and to 
see what our process looks like. 
But we haven’t gotten the results 
of  any report and no concerns 
have been brought to the board 
yet.”

LMC on Thursday night is-
sued a statement saying it can’t 
speak directly to Spielvogel’s al-
legations until it gets more spe-
cifics. 

“(B)ut LMC has a solid his-
tory working with student fi-
nancial aid programs and re-
sources,” the statement said. 
“LMC has been in the process 
of  doing routine evaluations 
and assessments of  all our 
student service functions, and 
we’re always looking for ways 
to improve, but we have no rea-
son to believe this morning’s 
remarks should cause students, 
families or employees any con-
cern whatsoever.”

Statment said LMC each 
year  participates in a Single 
Audit, or “A-133,” audit, “a 
rigorous, organization-wide 
examination performed by an 
independent certified public ac-
counting firm for the purpose 
of  providing assurance to the 
U.S. federal government that 
we are managing financial aid 
and other government funds 
appropriately. It encompasses 
both financial and compliance 
components and is submitted 
to the Federal Audit Clearing-
house.”

LMC said it reviewed the last 
15 years of  A-133 reports are 
in accordance with accounting 
principles and there are no in-
stances of  noncompliance.

‘Time to mend’
There have been no conver-

sations about hiring an interim 
president. Administrative re-
sponsibilities will fall on the 
cabinet and trustees until a new 
president is selected.

“It allows us to move forward 
and heal the damage that was 
done over the last 90 days,” To-
masini said. “The good news is 
it was only 90 days. We have a 
team that has been wounded by 
her leadership. It’s time to mend 
that.”

Before the board unanimous-
ly voted for Spielvogel’s dis-

missal, Trustee Stephen Small 
asked other board members if  
the damage was beyond repair 
between the president and other 
administrators.

“My concern is with a rem-
edy. Whether this presidency is 
salvageable or not, people have 
been hurt,” Small said. “The 
relationship between the presi-
dent and the board has been 
poisoned. My questions is can 
we get Humpty Dumpty back 
together again?”

A second motion was later 
made to commence action seek-
ing reimbursement from Spiel-
vogel for the $20,625 in unap-
proved expenses she incurred. 
Among the documented ex-
penses, the board alleged she 
was planning a large inaugura-
tion, renovations to the presi-
dent’s office and bought a chain 
of  office medallion. The board 
first became concerned when 
reviewing expense requests for 
Spielvogel.

The board scheduled a 3 p.m. 
meeting for May 16 to deter-
mine its next steps in handling 
Spielvogel’s termination. Spiel-
vogel is now off  the LMC pay-
roll as college officials say the 
college is fully insured to cover 
any potential forthcoming legal 
expenses.

Glazier said his client’s next 
step is to take the board’s de-
cision to the Court of  Claims, 
where Spielvogel  can argue for 
payment for her contract that 
ends June 30,  2018. LMC  of-
ficials have stipulated before 
that if the college should termi-
nate Spielvogel for just cause, 
then the institution is under no 
obligation to award severance 
compensation or continue any 
fringe benefits provided by her 
contract.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 932-
0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

HEARING
From page A1

the board uncovered evidence re-
flecting job performance problems, 
policy violations, communication 
problems and poor management 
decisions.

Among the unauthorized ex-
penses Spielvogel incurred was a 
ceremonial gown and medallion 
that cost $5,000, collectively. To-
masini said the price of the gown 
and medallion was equivalent to 
a year’s worth of a student’s tu-
ition.

On stage to the left of where 
Spielvogel sat during Thursday’s 
hearing, the board stationed a 
mannequin wearing the gown 
and medallion for audience mem-
bers to see.

“If you’re a taxpayer that’s a 
big expense. We don’t issue doc-
torate degrees here,” Tomasini 
said. “(The mannequin) was an il-
lustration of the money and what 
it meant. That will never be worn 
by anybody ever. If she writes us a 
check for $20,625, I will mail that 
to her home and she can put it in 
her closet.”

While medallions are often 
worn by high-ranking university 
and college officials, Tomasini 
said no former LMC presidents 
have done so.

At the beginning of the hear-
ing, former LMC President Bob 
Harrison made an opening state-
ment regarding his involvement 
with Spielvogel. He said his dis-
cussions with Spielvogel began 
in December and continued until 
March, which included one-on-
one sessions with Spielvogel and 
individual sessions with her and 
community members.

Harrison, who had led LMC 
since 2009 and retired after a 16-
year career with the institution, 
said when he learned of Spielvo-
gel’s plan to buy the medallion 
and hold an inauguration, he ad-
vised Spielvogel against doing so.

“I advised her to get the board 
involved right away in planning 
the event because it’s a big deal,” 
Harrison said at the beginning of 
the hearing. “I asked her to con-
sider compensating the college for 
the medallion she’d ordered and 
suggested payroll deduction.”

Spielvogel said she arranged to 
pay for the medallion out of her 
pocket.

In a LMC news release sent 
Thursday shortly after the hear-
ing, college officials said Spielvo-
gel tried to reimburse LMC for 
the medallion through payroll de-
ductions in $100 increments from 
July 2016 through June 2019. 
Spielvogel’s contract was set to 
end June 30, 2018.

By the numbers
According to the release, Spiel-

vogel spent $2,779 on architec-
tural design services to remodel 
her office. Spielvogel said she had 
only planned to re-paint and re-
carpet the president’s office. Dur-
ing the hearing, Spielvogel said 

the expenses were approved by 
the board before she arrived and 
said there are no receipts for reno-
vations because none were done.

By contract, she received 
$6,000 toward an executive dis-
cretionary fund. However, college 
officials say she did not use the 
money for its intended purposes, 
including covering community 
organization membership dues, 
charity events and other activi-
ties. Instead, LMC officials al-
lege Spielvogel used the funds 
to buy  personal items, including 
Kenny Chesney concert tickets 
for $1,250 and to make a $1,000 
charitable donation to the college 
in her own name at the annual 
college scholarship auction.

Bradley Glazier, Spielvogel’s 
attorney, said LMC’s policy state-
ment on the delegation of author-
ity gives the president and other 
cabinet members the authority to 
enter into binding agreements for 
expenditures of up to $100,000 – 
without board approval.

Spielvogel spent another $7,176 
planning and buying items for an 
“elaborate” presidential inaugu-
ration, LMC officials say. Toma-
sini said Spielvogel did not seek 
approval from the board before 
planning the event or before or-
dering material and using staff  
time for the event.

In response to these accusa-
tions, Spielvogel said an inau-
guration for a new college presi-
dent isn’t unusual, but she still 
cancelled it in light of ongoing 
budget conversations related to a 
possible new millage. The inaugu-
ration expenses included $3,235 
for the ceremonial medallion, 
$2,185 toward printed invitations 
and decorations, $365 toward 
unapproved use of LMC staff  
time and $1,391 for the specially 
designed cap and gown for her to 
wear during the event.

Spielvogel allegedly spent 
$5,119 in travel and payroll ex-
penses while failing to comply 
with LMC’s travel and expense 
reimbursement and conflict of in-
terest procedures.

Tomasini said Spielvogel trav-
eled to two different conferences 
where she presented on behalf  
of her former employer on top-
ics unrelated to her experience 
at LMC. Total costs included 
$3,153 in wages for five days of 
travel, $1,492 for a League of In-
novation Conference, $336 for an 
Achieve the Dream Conference 
and a $137 airline voucher.

“My travel and attendance at 
the National League for Innova-
tion Conference was also cited 
as support for my suspension,” 
Spielvogel said. “As an invited 
speaker at a national conference, 
I chose to attend and represent 
LMC. Although my board chair 
thought I should take vacation 
days to do that.

“My actions were consistent 
with the policy and procedures 
recommended and supported by 
my cabinet members.”

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 932-0358, 
Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

EXPENSES
From page A1

Don Campbell / HP staff

Lake Michigan College board Chairwoman Mary Jo Tomasini leads a just cause hearing Thursday for LMC sus-
pended President Jennifer Spielvogel.
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .56º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .64º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .43º
Record High . . . . . . 88º in 1949
Record Low . . . . . . 30º in 1971
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 0.97"
Normal month to date. . . . 0.58"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 11.26"
Normal year to date . . . . 10.78"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:33 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:51 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 a.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:49 p.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see sunny skies with 
a high temperature of 66º, humidity 
of 49%. West wind 5 mph. Expect 
mostly clear skies tonight with an 
overnight low of 53º. South wind 
5 mph. Saturday, skies will be 
partly cloudy with a 30% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Today, southwest winds 10 to 15 kt becoming south 10 to 20 kt. 
Waves 2 to 4 ft. Water temperature 50 degrees. Tonight, south 
winds 10 to 20 kt becoming west. 

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Few T-storms
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Sunny
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Sunny
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Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Expect mostly sunny skies today with highs in the 60s to 80s. South 
wind 10 to 15 mph. Skies will be mostly sunny to partly cloudy 
Saturday with scattered showers, highs in the 50s. 

Today, skies will be sunny with highs in the 60s and 70s. West wind 
6 mph. Skies will be partly cloudy Saturday with scattered showers 
and thunderstorms, highs in the 60s.

What are the two standard 
types of weather satellites??

Answer: Geo-stationary and polar 
orbiting.

New
5/6

First
5/13

Full
5/21

Last
5/29

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 33
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for May 6, 2016
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991

Students of F.C. Reed Middle 
School in Bridgman met Abra-
ham Lincoln (actually, one of 
his modern-day doubles) recent-
ly in a historic presentation by 
one of America’s greatest presi-
dents. Illinois actor R. Freder-
ick Klein, a student of Lincoln 
history, provided students in 
fifth and eighth grade classes 
with a sampling of Lincoln’s 
humor and stories. Appearing 
in vintage costume, with pe-
riod music, Klein spoke to the 
students as President Lincoln 
might in the post-Civil war pe-
riod, reflecting on his youth and 
his life as the nation’s leader.

35 years ago – 1981
Dr. Russell Owen is retiring 

from Southwestern Michigan 

College effective  May 31 and 
Tuesday’s board meeting was 
the 119th and last of his ten-
year tenure. 

During his tenure, the college 
opened three new schools, for 
business, nursing and technolo-
gy. It also opened ten extensions 
and built a new Center for Fine 
and Applied Arts.

50 years ago – 1966
Two prominent Benton Har-

bor bankers were elected to of-
fices in District 8, Southwestern 
Michigan Bankers Club, at the 
association’s annual meeting in 
St. Joseph last night. J. Kenneth 
Keefer, vice president of the 
Farmers & Merchants National 
Bank, was elected vice presi-
dent and Vere Beckwith, F & M 
president, was re-elected to the 
group’s legislative committee.

Today is Friday, May 6, the 
127th day of 2016. There are 
239 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On May 6, 1891, electrician 

Irwin “Ike” H. Hoover began 
installing the first electrical wir-
ing in the White House during 
the administration of President 
Benjamin Harrison. (Hoover 
ended up being offered a full-
time job as White House electri-
cian, which he accepted; he later 
became the White House chief  
usher.)

On this date:
In 1889, the Paris Exposition 

formally opened, featuring the 
just-completed Eiffel Tower.

In 1910, Britain’s Edward-

ian era ended with the death of 
King Edward VII; he was suc-
ceeded by George V.

In 1935, the Works Progress 
Administration began operating 
under an executive order signed 
by President Franklin D. Roos-
evelt.

In 1937, the hydrogen-filled 
German airship Hindenburg 
burned and crashed in Lakehu-
rst, New Jersey, killing 35 of the 
97 people on board and a Navy 
crewman on the ground.

In 1941, Josef Stalin assumed 
the Soviet premiership, replac-
ing Vyacheslav M. Molotov. Co-
median Bob Hope did his first 
USO show before an audience 
of servicemen as he broadcast 
his radio program from March 
Field in Riverside, California.
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that were created. The notes were 
twisted to look like (just) cause.”

Spielvogel, who became 
president Jan. 1, said the board 
tried to usurp her from office 
after she allegedly discovered 
LMC was out of  compliance 
with regulations with the U.S. 
Department of  Education – the 
federal agency that regulates fi-
nancial aid for students. Spiel-
vogel said she told Tomasini 
about the non-compliance is-
sue prior to a March 22 board 
meeting.

“As a new leader, I thought 
the best course of  action was to 
address these issues,” she said. 
“Apparently, it was not in my 
best interest to pursue correc-
tive action because soon after 
I told the board chair about 
the issues, the board’s attor-
ney solicited those notes from 
members of  my cabinet and the 
board to use as justification of 
my termination.”

Tomasini said she had no 
recollection of  speaking with 
Spielvogel about any financial 
aid compliance issue before the 
meeting.

“I recall a lot of  things about 
that meeting, but not that. This 
morning was the first time my-
self  and the board heard there’s 
any trouble with financial aid,” 
Tomasini said. “We had hired 
consultants to advise us and to 
see what our process looks like. 
But we haven’t gotten the results 
of  any report and no concerns 
have been brought to the board 
yet.”

LMC on Thursday night is-
sued a statement saying it can’t 
speak directly to Spielvogel’s al-
legations until it gets more spe-
cifics. 

“(B)ut LMC has a solid his-
tory working with student fi-
nancial aid programs and re-
sources,” the statement said. 
“LMC has been in the process 
of  doing routine evaluations 
and assessments of  all our 
student service functions, and 
we’re always looking for ways 
to improve, but we have no rea-
son to believe this morning’s 
remarks should cause students, 
families or employees any con-
cern whatsoever.”

Statment said LMC each 
year  participates in a Single 
Audit, or “A-133,” audit, “a 
rigorous, organization-wide 
examination performed by an 
independent certified public ac-
counting firm for the purpose 
of  providing assurance to the 
U.S. federal government that 
we are managing financial aid 
and other government funds 
appropriately. It encompasses 
both financial and compliance 
components and is submitted 
to the Federal Audit Clearing-
house.”

LMC said it reviewed the last 
15 years of  A-133 reports are 
in accordance with accounting 
principles and there are no in-
stances of  noncompliance.

‘Time to mend’
There have been no conver-

sations about hiring an interim 
president. Administrative re-
sponsibilities will fall on the 
cabinet and trustees until a new 
president is selected.

“It allows us to move forward 
and heal the damage that was 
done over the last 90 days,” To-
masini said. “The good news is 
it was only 90 days. We have a 
team that has been wounded by 
her leadership. It’s time to mend 
that.”

Before the board unanimous-
ly voted for Spielvogel’s dis-

missal, Trustee Stephen Small 
asked other board members if  
the damage was beyond repair 
between the president and other 
administrators.

“My concern is with a rem-
edy. Whether this presidency is 
salvageable or not, people have 
been hurt,” Small said. “The 
relationship between the presi-
dent and the board has been 
poisoned. My questions is can 
we get Humpty Dumpty back 
together again?”

A second motion was later 
made to commence action seek-
ing reimbursement from Spiel-
vogel for the $20,625 in unap-
proved expenses she incurred. 
Among the documented ex-
penses, the board alleged she 
was planning a large inaugura-
tion, renovations to the presi-
dent’s office and bought a chain 
of  office medallion. The board 
first became concerned when 
reviewing expense requests for 
Spielvogel.

The board scheduled a 3 p.m. 
meeting for May 16 to deter-
mine its next steps in handling 
Spielvogel’s termination. Spiel-
vogel is now off  the LMC pay-
roll as college officials say the 
college is fully insured to cover 
any potential forthcoming legal 
expenses.

Glazier said his client’s next 
step is to take the board’s de-
cision to the Court of  Claims, 
where Spielvogel  can argue for 
payment for her contract that 
ends June 30,  2018. LMC  of-
ficials have stipulated before 
that if the college should termi-
nate Spielvogel for just cause, 
then the institution is under no 
obligation to award severance 
compensation or continue any 
fringe benefits provided by her 
contract.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 932-
0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

HEARING
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the board uncovered evidence re-
flecting job performance problems, 
policy violations, communication 
problems and poor management 
decisions.

Among the unauthorized ex-
penses Spielvogel incurred was a 
ceremonial gown and medallion 
that cost $5,000, collectively. To-
masini said the price of the gown 
and medallion was equivalent to 
a year’s worth of a student’s tu-
ition.

On stage to the left of where 
Spielvogel sat during Thursday’s 
hearing, the board stationed a 
mannequin wearing the gown 
and medallion for audience mem-
bers to see.

“If you’re a taxpayer that’s a 
big expense. We don’t issue doc-
torate degrees here,” Tomasini 
said. “(The mannequin) was an il-
lustration of the money and what 
it meant. That will never be worn 
by anybody ever. If she writes us a 
check for $20,625, I will mail that 
to her home and she can put it in 
her closet.”

While medallions are often 
worn by high-ranking university 
and college officials, Tomasini 
said no former LMC presidents 
have done so.

At the beginning of the hear-
ing, former LMC President Bob 
Harrison made an opening state-
ment regarding his involvement 
with Spielvogel. He said his dis-
cussions with Spielvogel began 
in December and continued until 
March, which included one-on-
one sessions with Spielvogel and 
individual sessions with her and 
community members.

Harrison, who had led LMC 
since 2009 and retired after a 16-
year career with the institution, 
said when he learned of Spielvo-
gel’s plan to buy the medallion 
and hold an inauguration, he ad-
vised Spielvogel against doing so.

“I advised her to get the board 
involved right away in planning 
the event because it’s a big deal,” 
Harrison said at the beginning of 
the hearing. “I asked her to con-
sider compensating the college for 
the medallion she’d ordered and 
suggested payroll deduction.”

Spielvogel said she arranged to 
pay for the medallion out of her 
pocket.

In a LMC news release sent 
Thursday shortly after the hear-
ing, college officials said Spielvo-
gel tried to reimburse LMC for 
the medallion through payroll de-
ductions in $100 increments from 
July 2016 through June 2019. 
Spielvogel’s contract was set to 
end June 30, 2018.

By the numbers
According to the release, Spiel-

vogel spent $2,779 on architec-
tural design services to remodel 
her office. Spielvogel said she had 
only planned to re-paint and re-
carpet the president’s office. Dur-
ing the hearing, Spielvogel said 

the expenses were approved by 
the board before she arrived and 
said there are no receipts for reno-
vations because none were done.

By contract, she received 
$6,000 toward an executive dis-
cretionary fund. However, college 
officials say she did not use the 
money for its intended purposes, 
including covering community 
organization membership dues, 
charity events and other activi-
ties. Instead, LMC officials al-
lege Spielvogel used the funds 
to buy  personal items, including 
Kenny Chesney concert tickets 
for $1,250 and to make a $1,000 
charitable donation to the college 
in her own name at the annual 
college scholarship auction.

Bradley Glazier, Spielvogel’s 
attorney, said LMC’s policy state-
ment on the delegation of author-
ity gives the president and other 
cabinet members the authority to 
enter into binding agreements for 
expenditures of up to $100,000 – 
without board approval.

Spielvogel spent another $7,176 
planning and buying items for an 
“elaborate” presidential inaugu-
ration, LMC officials say. Toma-
sini said Spielvogel did not seek 
approval from the board before 
planning the event or before or-
dering material and using staff  
time for the event.

In response to these accusa-
tions, Spielvogel said an inau-
guration for a new college presi-
dent isn’t unusual, but she still 
cancelled it in light of ongoing 
budget conversations related to a 
possible new millage. The inaugu-
ration expenses included $3,235 
for the ceremonial medallion, 
$2,185 toward printed invitations 
and decorations, $365 toward 
unapproved use of LMC staff  
time and $1,391 for the specially 
designed cap and gown for her to 
wear during the event.

Spielvogel allegedly spent 
$5,119 in travel and payroll ex-
penses while failing to comply 
with LMC’s travel and expense 
reimbursement and conflict of in-
terest procedures.

Tomasini said Spielvogel trav-
eled to two different conferences 
where she presented on behalf  
of her former employer on top-
ics unrelated to her experience 
at LMC. Total costs included 
$3,153 in wages for five days of 
travel, $1,492 for a League of In-
novation Conference, $336 for an 
Achieve the Dream Conference 
and a $137 airline voucher.

“My travel and attendance at 
the National League for Innova-
tion Conference was also cited 
as support for my suspension,” 
Spielvogel said. “As an invited 
speaker at a national conference, 
I chose to attend and represent 
LMC. Although my board chair 
thought I should take vacation 
days to do that.

“My actions were consistent 
with the policy and procedures 
recommended and supported by 
my cabinet members.”

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 932-0358, 
Twitter: @TonyWittkowski
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Lake Michigan College board Chairwoman Mary Jo Tomasini leads a just cause hearing Thursday for LMC sus-
pended President Jennifer Spielvogel.


