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LOCAL & STATE

TIME CAPSULE

You just can’t get enough puppy pictures in the paper. This basket of 5-week-old St. Bernards play the cute card 
in November 1965 at the Humane Society of Berrien County at 641 S. Crystal in Benton Township. The society was 
seeking a home for the dogs. It’s now the Humane Society of Southwestern Michigan, and it’s raising money to 
replace the aging shelter.

Time Capsule, which runs every Monday, takes a look back through the HP photo archives. If you would like to share a nostalgic 
comment about this photo, please join the discussion on our Facebook page: facebook.com/HeraldPalladium.

Hitting a homer
Steve Pierangeli wanted 

to be a professional 
baseball player.

But, he says, “That didn’t 
work out.”

So he settled for what, to 
him, is the next best thing. 
Being a prosecutor.

Pierangeli is chief trial at-
torney in the Berrien County 
Prosecutor’s Offi ce. Away 
from work, he’s a husband 
to Miranda, a father to four 
children ranging in age from 
6-10, and a soccer and base-
ball coach.

He grew up in the Detroit 
area, went to high school in 
Philadelphia and graduated 
from Penn State University 
with degrees in fi nance and 
business law. His law degree 
is from the University of 
Colorado Law School and 
he worked as an assistant 
district attorney in Colorado.

He returned  to Michigan 
in July 2004 and wanted 
to be on the west side of 
the state, so he applied for 
an opening in the Berrien 
County Prosecutor’s Offi ce. 
He was hired as an assistant 
prosecutor and, in 2014, was 
promoted to the position of 
chief trial attorney.

Pierangeli took time out 
from a busy court schedule to 
talk with Herald-Palladium 
Staff Writer Julie Swidwa.

Did you always want to be 
a lawyer?

No. I wanted to be a pro-
fessional baseball player and 
that didn’t work out.

In your career, you’ve al-

ways been on the prosecution 
side of things. Is that what 
you wanted to do?

Yeah. My brothers are 
both attorneys, one in Ka-
lamazoo and one in Grand 
Rapids. When I was in col-
lege my brother in Kalama-
zoo had just started out as 
a prosecutor. So in 1998 be-
tween my junior and senior 
year I drove out from Penn 
State and shadowed him and 
got to watch him do his job.

After I went around with 
my brother, that’s what I 
wanted to do. I just felt that 
was a way to serve the com-
munity, and I just love doing 
it. At times it’s a love-hate 
relationship. It’s a tough job. 
But it is so rewarding. I had 
a trial a couple weeks ago 
where a young girl had to 
testify, and just the fact that 
she was strong enough to go 
through the trial, I think was 
healing for her.

I think it’s one of the most 
important things, when we 
deal with young victims es-
pecially, they want to know 
someone believes them. And 
when we go through with 
a case we say, “We believe 
you.” It’s a great feeling. 
Sometimes, when you get a 
good verdict for a case, you 
can’t really put a salary on 

that. It’s awesome.
So, do you have any goals 

of becoming a judge or any-
thing?

Not really. I would never 
say never. But I love what 
I do. I love working for Jen 
(Chief Assistant Prosecutor 
Jennifer Smith) and Mike 
(Prosecutor Michael Sepic). 
They’re awesome. I could be 
pretty happy as a career pros-
ecutor. I’d never say any door 
is shut. If (General Man-
ager) Ken Holland from the 
Red Wings calls me up and 
wants me to be like an assis-
tant GM for the Red Wings, 
I’m giving my two weeks no-
tice tomorrow. OK?

Or if (General Manager 
Al) Avila wants to call me up 
to be a GM for the Tigers, 
I’m out of here.

But aside from that, I love 
what I do.

You said when you were 
shadowing your brother, you 
thought, “that looks like fun.” 
Is it fun?

This job is a lot of fun. 
You get really interesting cas-
es. If you’re at a dinner party, 
my job is a lot more interest-
ing than my buddy who’s an 
accountant. But it is hard, 
though. It’s a hard job. It’s a 
tough, tough job.

Are all the cases fun? No. 
But we’ve got such a great 
offi ce with so many differ-
ent attorneys who’ve gone 
through the same thing and 
tried the same types of cases. 
You bounce ideas off each 
other and there’s such a 

sense of camaraderie, that it 
makes the job fun. It is a very 
rewarding job.

Worst case you’ve ever 
handled?

A child torture case in 
2007. The defendants names 
were Daniel  Mitchell Sr. 
and Joyce Duis. The child 
was very young, like 4 or 5, 
and the things they did to 
him were beyond human. It 
was just awful. That’s prob-
ably one of the worst cases 
I’ve ever handled. It was so 
bad  that we charged them 
using the torture statute, 
which had just been enacted 
into law. It was just an awful, 
awful case.

Best or most rewarding 
case?

There’ve been a few. 
My fi rst really memorable 

case, when I decided this was 
the greatest job in the world 
besides being a goalie for the 
Red Wings or a pitcher for 

the Tigers, was in Colorado. 
This guy had been beating 
this woman for years, and he 
was very smooth and very 
good with words. He could 
talk his way out of stuff.

I put a lot of work into 
it, met with the victim a lot, 
and we got a conviction on 
him. It was a misdemeanor 
domestic violence. But af-
ter the conviction, she cried 
and gave me a hug and 
said, “Thank you,” and I 
remember, I was 25 at the 
time, jumping up and down 
the hallway to my offi ce so 
happy about the win. It was 
so cool because fi nally some-
body went to bat for her, and 
that was the best thing about 
it.

Let’s step out of the offi ce 
and, what do you do for fun?

Play with my kids, we do 
a lot of outdoor stuff. We do 
a lot of hiking. I do a lot of 
backpacking. Not as much 

as I used to. I love mountain 
biking. Anything outdoors, 
really.

What’s the last book you 
read?

Mitch Albom, “Time-
keeper.”

What’s in your CD player 
right now?

Who has a CD player? On 
my MP3 player you’ll fi nd 
AC/DC, Guns N’ Roses, 
Eric Church, Waylon Jen-
nings, Johnny Cash. I’ve got 
a pretty wide variety of mu-
sic. I love Frank Sinatra. I 
love all kinds of music and I 
listen to it all. I like a little bit 
of everything.

Tell me something hardly 
anyone knows about you.

I won a pie eating contest 
in fourth grade. I ate the fast-
est. And I placed third in a 
pickle eating contest at Penn 
State. I got a shirt. I’m a big 
foodie. I like to brew beer, 
and barbecue.

Pierangeli: Being a prosecutor is next best thing to playing pro ball

Don Campbell / HP staff

Steve Pierangeli is the chief trial attorney in the Berrien County Prosecutor’s Office. He says 
there’s no better job. Unless, of course, the Redwings or Tigers call.
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Andrews offers kids 
architecture camp

BERRIEN SPRINGS —
Andrews University School 
of Architecture & Interior 
Design is inviting the com-
munity to register for its an-
nual Renaissance Kids sum-
mer program. The day camp 
gives kids ages 5–15 the op-
portunity to engage with 
hands-on activities related to 
architecture. Space is limited 
and the fi rst session begins 
Monday, June 13.

Among other on-campus 
build activities, the main 
theme this summer is “De-
sign Stage Sets,” and attend-
ees will work to design sets 
for the Twin City Players.

The camp will be held at 
the architecture building, lo-
cated at 8435 E. Campus Cir-
cle Drive on the campus of 
Andrews University in Ber-
rien Springs, Michigan. The 
event schedule is as follows:

Session 1: June 13–17, 
8:30 a.m.–12 p.m., ages 5–7, 
$160

Session 2: June 13–17, 
1:45–5:15 p.m., ages 10–12, 
$160

Session 3: June 20–24, 
8:30 a.m.–12 p.m., ages 7–9, 
$160

Session 4: June 20–24, 
1:45–5:15 p.m., ages 7–9, 
$160

Session 5: June 27–July 
1, 8:30 a.m.–12 p.m., ages 
10–12, $160

Session 6: June 27–July 
1, 1:45–5:15 p.m., ages 5–7, 
$160

Session 7: July 4–8, 8:30 
a.m.–12 p.m., ages 10–12, 
$160

Session 8: July 4–8, 1:45–
5:15 p.m., ages 7–9, $160

Session 9: July 11–22, 8:30 
a.m.–5:15 p.m., ages 12–15, 
$365 (two weeks all day; 
excludes Saturday and Sun-
day)

Sessions 3 and 4 can be 
combined for an all-day op-
tion. Some sessions are also 
repeatable; only sessions 4 
and 8 are identical.

For more information 
and registration forms, 
visit andrews.edu/go/
renaissancekids. If you have 
questions about the camp, 
email  mmoreno@andrews.
edu or call 932-5055.

By HP STAFF

Teachers bring real world into math instruction

BENTON HARBOR — 
Advanced math is tough 
enough without slogging 
through all those “x+y=z” 
equations, so  Lake Michi-
gan College math instruc-
tors Peter Brown and Chris 
Bendixen are giving it a real 
world spin in their quantita-
tive reasoning class.

“There’s some algebra, 
but more modeling of alge-
bra,” Brown said. “There’s a 
lot of critical thinking, tak-
ing problems from the real 
world and analyzing.”

The new approach also 
coincides with changes in 
how math is taught – start-
ing with the order of classes 
students take.

Under the old system, 
students took pre-algebra, 

introductory algebra, inter-
mediate algebra and pre-
calculus/calculus.

Starting this fall, how-
ever, the order and type 
of classes students take 
will depend on if  they’re 
STEM (science, technol-
ogy, engineering, math) or 
non-STEM majors, said 
Leslie Kellogg, LMC’s vice 
president of academic ser-
vices (career and workforce 
education).

Under the new system, 
students will start with pre-
algebra and a math literacy 
class. STEM majors will 
then proceed to intermedi-
ate algebra (Math 122) and 
classes in their fi elds, while 
non-STEM majors will take 
Quantitative Reasoning 
(Math 123).

“There’s fi nancial literacy, 
there’s consumer use math. 

Say that you’re grocery 
shopping, how do you fi gure 
if buying two of something 
in a smaller container on 
sale is a better deal?” Kel-
logg said. “It’s that kind of 
applicable real life math.”

Subjects covered in 
Brown’s and Bendixen’s 
classes have included credit 
card rates, subprime loans 
and stock market perfor-
mance, among others.

For example, students 
might have to read an article 
about the subprime loan in-
dustry, analyze a topic and 
write a paper on it, Bendix-
en said. Students also learn 
to work with Excel spread-
sheets.

Brown and Bendixen re-
viewed their work at last 
month’s LMC board meet-
ing, where students Kaitlyn 
Mettler, Nicholas Santana 

and Sidnee Tyree agreed that 
taking the quantitative rea-
soning class has gotten them 
to think of math differently.

Mettler appreciated the 
chance to work in groups, 
which she credited with 
sharpening her analytical 
abilities.

She cited a project that 
required researching various 
nations’ death rates and see-
ing how the statistical infor-
mation applied to each one.

“I learned you have to 
analyze it more,” she said. 
“Does the data make sense 
to the problem at hand, and 
would the solution make 
sense to what (the project’s) 
asking you to do?”

Santana described himself  
as someone who got by with 
B’s and C’s in his math class-
es, because “I hated math all 
my life,” he said, laughing.

Taking the class changed 
that thinking, especially af-
ter he saw how his college 
loans are calculated, San-
tana said.

“Now I can see how 
a $9,000 loan becomes 
$20,000 by paying (only) 
the minimum balance,” he 
said. “It’s benefi cial to know 
how to build your credit. 
This course has helped me 
do that.”

Tyree, who hopes to run 
her own business some 

day, also enjoyed the class’s 
strong real world posture.

Her favorite project re-
quired choosing and invest-
ing in a particular stock, 
then seeing how it performed 
over a 20-day period.

“Not only was I learn-
ing about math, but I was 
learning about stuff that was 
going on in the real world, 
too,” she said.  “It was fun 
to do a project like that, and 
learn how stocks work. I had 
no idea.”

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

LAKE MICHIGAN COLLEGE

Lake Michigan Col-
lege math instruc-
tors Peter Brown, 
left, and Chris Ben-
dixen say it’s time 
to give the subject 
a stronger ground-
ing in the real 
world and make it 
more relevant for 
students.
Ralph Heibutzki / HP 

Correspondent


