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Photos by Louise Wrege / HP staff

Madison Berry (in yellow), 6, of Benton Harbor flies her kite Saturday during Let’s Soar at the Southwest Michigan Regional Airport 
in Benton Harbor. The event was sponsored by Abisayo Muhammad, the first lady of Benton Harbor, and Bonita Mitchell of ISM’s 
Thread of Hope Productions.

BENTON HARBOR — 
The children were all smiles 
as they fl ew kites, many 
for the fi rst time, during 
Let’s Soar at the Southwest 
Michigan Regional Airport 
in Benton Harbor Saturday.

“It was totally awesome,” 
said Bonita Mitchell, who 
helped sponsor the event 
through ISM’s Thread of 
Hope Productions.

Mitchell  said she was 
approached about hold-
ing a kite festival several 
weeks ago by Abisayo 
Muhammad, Benton 

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Children learn 
about flying kites, 
aviation careers 
at Saturday event

Soaring high

Hamlin Walker of Detroit helps one of his sons get his kite into the air Saturday during Let’s 
Soar at the Southwest Michigan Regional Airport in Benton Harbor. The event was sponsored by 
Abisayo Muhammad, the first lady of Benton Harbor, and Bonita Mitchell of ISM’s Thread of Hope 
Productions. 

WATERVLIET — The 
city’s skate park is still 
closed, but city offi cials are 
working on a potential so-
lution.

The skate park  at  Hays 
Park closed last year be-
cause the deteriorating 
wood ramps were deemed 
a safety hazard.  The City 
Commission last week dis-
cussed the situation.

City Manager Emilie 
Sarratore said she is trying 
to get cost estimates for ei-
ther repairing or replacing 
ramps.

“If we can rebuild safely, 
that’s probably going to be 
our most economical ap-
proach,” she told the com-
mission.

The research, however, 
has caused a new prob-
lem: To get a better look 
at the ramps’ condition, 
the ramps were uncovered. 
That attracted kids to the 
park, though it’s closed.

“It’s very dangerous,” 
said Commissioner Deah 
Muth. “We need to be ag-
gressive on this and not 
waste another season.”

Commissioner Melanie 
Marvin agreed.

“We need to get some 
fi gures to look at. Let’s 
quit wasting time talking 
about what we’re going to 
do,” Marvin said.

In the meantime, May-
or Dave Brinker said the 

ramps should be covered 
up again to discourage 
skate park use.

In other matters, the 
commission voted to take 
the fi rst of two needed 
approval steps for a new 
ordinance to  allow golf  
carts to  operate on city 
streets.  Final action could 
come at the commission’s 
next meeting.

The commission voted 
4-1 to approve a resolution 
supporting a Pure Michi-
gan advertising campaign 
aimed at drawing in tour-
ists to Southwest Michi-
gan.

Voting for it were Com-
missioners Marvin, Muth, 
Duane Cobb and Rick 
Kinzler. Commissioner 
Dan Hummel voted “no,” 
saying he’s concerned the 
city will be asked to help 
pay for the campaign.

“Support means get 
ready to reach in your 
pocket,” Hummel said. 
“I’m a little hesitant.”

Regarding a recent con-
tract approved for new 
lighting downtown with-
out seeking more than 
one bid, the mayor said 
the city needs to adhere to 
its policy of  seeking three 
sealed bids for such proj-
ects.

“We probably should do 
that all the time,” he said. 
“Hopefully we can try to 
get back on track.”

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

City officials 
discuss skate 
park options 

WATERVLIET

BERRIEN COUNTY

BERRIEN SPRINGS 
— The last person needed 
to complete the Berrien 
Regional Education Ser-
vice Agency’s new early 
childhood department will 
soon be in place.

Tia Miller will serve as 
an early childhood su-
pervisor for the district’s 
Great Start Readiness 

program, which is focused 
on getting children from 
4 to preschool age ready 
for school, Berrien RESA 
Superintendent Kevin Iv-
ers said. The program is 
housed at 13 sites around 
Berrien County.

“They (the hiring team) 
interviewed four (appli-
cants). She rose to the 
top, and was the only one 
invited back for a second 
interview,” he said.

Miller replaces Sha-
ron Davarn, who’s 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Tia Miller had been 
working for LMC

New RESA hire 
to head early 
childhood effort

SOUTH HAVEN — Two 
Baseline Middle School 
students will be headed to 
the National History Day 
competition in June after 
earning top honors at the 
state contest.

Avery Daugherty and 
Jessee Ford were named na-
tional fi nalists in the state 
contest for their documen-
tary about Women Airforce 
Service Pilots (WASP) of 
World War II, who were the 
fi rst women in America to 
fl y military aircraft.

“Jessee and Avery de-
signed a documentary 
about the the WASPs en-
titled, ‘Float like a But-
terfl y, Sting like a WASP,’” 
said Julie Sheppard, a 
North Shore Elementary 
School teacher, who over-
sees History Club students 
throughout the district. 

“They researched, con-
ducted interviews, found 
pictures and designed their 
documentary using iMov-
ie.”

As part of their docu-
mentary, the two girls in-
terviewed Silver Spring, 
Md., resident Erin Miller, 
whose grandmother Elaine 
Harmon served as a female 
military pilot during World 
War II. Harmon fought to 
allow WASPs to be bur-
ied in Arlington National 
Cemetery.

She died in 2015, howev-
er, Miller and other family 
members have infl uenced 
Congressional leaders to 

introduce bills allowing 
WASPs to be buried in the 
cemetery along with male 
veterans of war, Sheppard 
said.

“The girls’ documentary 
depicts the role of women 
during a time of need with-
in wartime, and how those 
within the Civil Air Corps 
and WASP helped our na-
tion.”

Twelve students from 
North Shore Elementary, 
Baseline Middle School 
and South Haven High 
School competed at the 
Michigan History Day 
competition, April 30, in 
Bay City. They qualifi ed 
for the state contest after 
taking part in the regional 
competition, in March, at 
Western Michigan Univer-
sity.

“Our district was given 
numerous compliments,” 
said Sheppard, who took 
35 students to the regional 

competition. “We were 
well behaved, articulate, 
and our paperwork and re-
search was advanced.”

In addition to Ford and 
Daugherty, four other 
South Haven students 
earned awards at the state 
meet.

High school student 
Emma Simon was chosen 
as an alternate for the na-
tional competition’s Indi-
vidual Performance catego-
ry for her entry, “Exploring 
the World of Pirates: An 
Encounter with Sir Francis 
Drake.” During her perfor-
mance Simon compared 
modern-day pirates to orig-
inal ones of the late 1500s.

“Emma was able to in-
terview a submarine so-
nar technician and discuss 
current pirating issues to 
compare with the original 
exploits of pirates,” Shep-
pard said. “With assistance 
from Paul Ansinn (owner 

of Ansinn Construction 
and Custom Woodworking 
in South Haven), Emma 
was able to create the props 
needed to depict a pirate 
ship.”

The three other winners 
in the state contest were 
elementary school students 
Alex Patel, Connor Conk-
lin and Ashton Fields. Pa-
tel won fi rst place in the 
website category, while 
Fields and Conklin took 
third place in the group 
documentary contest. El-
ementary school students, 
however, don’t advance to 
the national level of the 
competition.

For his entry, Patel creat-
ed a website that described 
the plight of the Cherokee 
Nation, which was forced 
to leave their ancestral 
homelands in the south-
eastern United States to ar-
eas west of the Mississippi 
River during the 1830s 

along a route referred to as 
the “Trail of Tears.”

“Alex ... spent numerous 
hours designing his web-
site,” Sheppard said. “He 
added in sound and video, 
as well as information us-
ing Weebly. He had links 
connecting the pages. He 
added color onto the pages 
as a special effect.”

Conklin and Fields’ doc-
umentary focused on sub-
marines. They created their 
documentary by using the 
iMovie app in North Shore 
Elementary School’s iCre-
ate lab. They conducted in-
terviews with Jason Conk-
lin, 3rd Class submarines 
electronics technician for 
the U.S. Navy and Chief 
Petty Offi cer Deral Murrie.

The two students then 
developed a script and used 
voice-over-readings and 
photographs from Murrie 
to explain the development 
of submarines.

By BECKY KARK
For the Herald-Palladium

South Haven history students advance to national competition

DAUGHERTY FORD

See RESA, page B2

FLINT (AP) — A the-
ater in downtown Flint 
may reopen next year 
with live performances.

Restoration on the 
Capitol Theatre could 
start in two months af-
ter the city council ap-
proved the transfer this 
week of  a tax freeze on 
the 90-year-old building, 
The Flint Journal report-
ed .

The venue once hosted 
concerts by AC/DC, Ray 

Charles, John Mellen-
camp and others from 
the late 1970s until the 
theater portion of  the 
building closed about 20 
years ago, according to 
the newspaper.

Uptown Reinvestment 
Corp. is partnering with 
The Whiting and the 
Flint Cultural Center 
Corp. on the project that 
is expected to cost $21 
million. Uptown Rein-
vestment will handle re-

development and restora-
tion, while The Whiting 
will manage operations, 
programming and mar-
keting.

Restoration will take 
a year to 14 months and 
shows will be booked as 
early as summer 2017, 
said Jarret Haynes, Whit-
ing executive director.

The theater will seat 
about 1,600 people.

“We want to bring back 
all of  the elements of  the 

theater that made it what 
it was,” Haynes said. “At 
the same time, we want 
to operate the theater in 
2017. We certainly want 
a modern sound system, 
lighting system, rigging 
system.”

Taxes on the build-
ing were frozen at about 
$15,000 per year in 2013. 
The transfer will keep the 
tax freeze intact for eight 
more years, The Flint 
Journal said.

Downtown Flint theater to be restored
See KITES, page B2
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retiring June 30. She’ll earn 
an $82,000 annual salary.

“She’ll make sure all 
those programs are in com-
pliance – not only physical-
ly, with room space, and all 
that kind of stuff – but also 
to coordinate professional 
development for preschool 
teachers throughout the 
county,” Ivers said.

Miller previously served 
as director of Lake Michi-
gan College’s Educational 
Opportunity Center since 
July 2013, and as direc-
tor of family programs at 
Dunebrook in Michigan 
City, Ind., from 2010-13.

She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in child develop-
ment and sociology from 
Central Michigan Uni-
versity, where she earned 
a master of educational 
administration in 2002, a 
board memo states.

Miller’s hiring, which 
the Berrien RESA Board 
approved last week, marks 
the last position filled at 
the department, which the 
district created last year to 
coordinate its early child-
hood programs and ser-
vices.

“We went from having 
one person, when I first got 
here, and now, a depart-
ment of four administra-
tors,” Ivers said. “But they 
supervise about 30 people 
altogether. Of course, 
they’re working supervi-
sors. They’re not just sit-
ting at their desks.”

In other business, the 
board allowed Career and 
Technical Education Direc-
tor Brian Pyles to serve as a 
consultant to the Michigan 
Department of Education 
on a grant project.

Pyles will help create les-
son plans for CTE teachers 
that will be passed out at 
five statewide conferences.

“Counties can just take 
these (lesson plans), and 
hand them down to the 
staff who teach these CTE 
courses,” Ivers said.

Pyles will earn $600 a 
day over a two-week peri-
od, plus reimbursement of 
his meals and travel costs, 
a board memo states.

Berrien RESA employ-
ees can’t work outside 
the district without board 
approval – which it grant-
ed  because  Pyles helped 
on a similar project last 
year and is a recognized 
expert on the subject, Iv-
ers said.

When such offers come 
up, “he has to disclose that 
he’s working for someone 
else,” Ivers said. “He’s got 
a really good reputation.”

The board scheduled its 
annual truth-in-taxation 
hearing and public hearing 
on its proposed 2016-17 
budget, for 10 a.m. Mon-
day, June 10, at its admin-
istrative headquarters, 
711 St. Joseph St., Berrien 
Springs.

The hearing will be part 
of the board’s regular 
monthly meeting.

The board approved 
about two dozen policy 

updates, including one 
stipulating that student 
achievement will be a com-
ponent of the superinten-
dent’s evaluation. The stip-
ulation  keeps the district 
compliant with new lan-
guage added to the state’s 
school code, Ivers said.

“Next year, 25 percent 
of the superintendent’s 
evaluation will be based on 
student growth in the dis-
trict’s achievement scores,” 
Ivers said. “That’s a new 
requirement of a way to 
bring an evaluation in 
compliance with the state 
statute.”

RESA
From page B1

Harbor’s first lady.
Muhammad  said she 

loved the kite festivals in 
her hometown of Chicago 
and wanted to start a new 
tradition in Benton Harbor. 

The festival was about 
more than flying kites. Par-
ents and volunteers helped 
the more than 50 children 
build the kites in the airport 
lobby. After flying the kites, 
the children had lunch while 
listening to music sung by 
students from ISM Thread 
of Hope Productions and 
the Benton Harbor Boys 
and Girls Clubs. 

“We’re giving to the 
crowd love, family and uni-
ty and fun,” Mitchell said. 
“Everybody is on common 
ground here enjoying them-
selves.”

Throughout the event, 
airport Director Vince Des-
Jardins gave children and 
their parents tours of the 
airport.

“It’s nice to show people 
some of the stuff that they 
don’t realize is going on 
here,” he said. 

He said it’s important 
for children to see there are 
more careers at airports 
than just being pilots. He 
said he talks to them about 
jobs in aircraft maintenance 
and at the on-site airplane 
painting shop.

Jordan Miller, 10, of Ben-
ton Harbor said Saturday 

was the first time he had 
ever flown a kite.

“It’s pretty fun,” he said. 
“I like how the kite does 
stunts while it’s in the air.”

City Commissioner Ed-
ward Isom said he volun-
teered, though he doesn’t 
have any young children, 
because he has always loved 
kite flying.

“It’s a positive atmo-
sphere,” he said. “Maybe 
one of these kids will get a 
career in aviation. It’s good 
to see the community get 
together.”

Hamin Walker of Detroit 
said he heard about the 
event and brought his two 
sons because it sounded 
like fun.

“They really enjoyed 
themselves,” he said. “I 
want to come back next 
year.”

Mayor Marcus Muham-
mad said the city owns 62 
percent of the airport.

“This is your airport,” he 
said.  “We wanted you to 
come out and see what your 
property looks like.”

Abisayo Muhammad 
said many people and busi-
nesses donated time and 
supplies to make the event 
possible, including Mei-
jer, Wal-Mart, Paul Toney 
and Associates and Kartar 
Foods. 

“Everybody kicked in 
to make this happen,” said 
Mitchell. “The community 
really came together.” 

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

KITES
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Bonita Mitchell, left, helps children from the Benton Harbor Boys 
& Girls Clubs sing “Lean On Me” during Let’s Soar at the South-
west Michigan Regional Airport in Benton Harbor Saturday.

One dies in Allegan 
County crash

WAYLAND — One 
person died early Saturday 
when a car was forced off  
a road, apparently by a car 
speeding away from police 
near Wayland, the Allegan 

County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment reported.

Two others in the car were 
hospitalized in the early-
morning incident. The de-
partment released no names, 
genders or home towns for 
the people involved. 

The incident began when 

a Gun Plain tribal police 
officer saw the speeding car 
on U.S. 131. He began pur-
suit, and the car sped away. 
A sheriff’s deputy saw the 
car exit onto County Road 
135 and followed it to 
where it crashed along the 
road. The driver was ar-

rested and jailed.
Another deputy and a 

Wayland police officer dis-
covered the car, which had 
been forced off CR 135 and 
then rolled over.  One oc-
cupant had been thrown 
from the car and died at 
the scene.
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Onsite Installation Available

Upgrade Your Stereo
or

Add a TV
• Ski Boats

• Yachts

• Pleasure Craft

• Pontoons

• Golf Carts 

• Mules

(269) 637-1994 
08947 M-140 Hwy, South Haven

www.johnsstereo.com

• Ski Boats

• Yachts

• Pleasure Craft

• Pontoons

• Golf Carts

• Mules

• Motorcycles
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Builder & POH Entry Location

#1 Morrison Builders  
 111 South Haven St., South Haven, MI 49090

#2 Morrison Builders 
 315 Van Buren St, South Haven

#3 Erny Builders
 7720 Lakewood Dr, Coloma, MI 49038

#4 Traditions by Trudy
 67396 95th Ave, Sister Lakes, Dowagiac, MI 49047

#5 Traditions by Trudy
 1320 Linden Ln, St Joseph, St Joseph, MI 49085

#6 Cornerstone Builders
 1765 Fox Ridge Trail, St Joseph, MI 49085

#7 Shoreline Development
 15185 Hawthorne Ln, Lakeside, MI 49116

#8 Schmidke Construction
 2899 Lake Grove Path, Stevensville, MI 49127

#9 Kiel Construction 
 557 Summer Ridge , St Joseph, MI 49085

#10 GreenSpan 
 560/764 Warwick Terrace, Benton Harbor, MI 49022

PARADE of HOMES MAY 13-15 & MAY 20-22, 2016
Come Tour The Southwestern 

Michigan area Parade of Homes

adnum=60734647

Must present coupon expires 5/27/16


