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Upton’s 
anguish

WASHINGTON, D.C. — 
There’s no avoiding it: Donald 
Trump stands to be this year’s Re-
publican nominee for president.

And it’s no secret it stings a lot 
of GOP ears to hear it.

The billionaire real estate mo-
gul and reality television star 
vows to unify the party, but a 
lot of party leaders are hesitant 
to jump on the bandwagon – 
the most notable is U.S. House 
Speaker Paul Ryan.

Closer to home, U.S. Rep. Fred 
Upton, R-St. Joseph, is taking a 
cautious approach about an en-
dorsement, his spokesman said 
Saturday.

“Fred is one that can hardly 
wait for a change in the White 
House,” Tom Wilbur stated in 
an email. “For the GOP to win 
this fall, we must work together 
and try and resolve the many 
differences within the big tent. 
Fred looks forward to being a 
constructive voice in this process 
moving forward.

“Would note, at this point, Fred 
has never had a conversation or 
even met with Donald Trump.”

By JIM DALGLEISH
HP Assistant Local News Editor

Marching into May

ST. JOSEPH — For those who 
bring their lawn chairs and stake 
out a spot, the Blossomtime Fes-
tival Grand Floral Parade is more 
than another community even, 
and its appeal works on many lev-
els.

For Hartford residents Kathy 
and Bob Sinclair, the parade 
provided another opportunity 
to celebrate their granddaughter, 
Ally Sinclair – second runner-up 
to  Miss Blossomtime – as her 
float passed by them on Main 
Street in St. Joseph.

“You couldn’t talk to him 
(when Ally won Miss Hartford). 
He was just so hoarse”  from 
cheering for her, said Kathy Sin-
clair, as she snapped a quick pho-
to. “It’s wonderful, all the people 
gathered to see it –  from here to 
Benton Harbor.”

For Coloma resident Brook 
Miller – who watched from near 
the Blossomland Bridge in St. 
Joseph – the parade offered a 
chance to pay tribute to her uncle, 
Thomas Flener, who died three 
weeks ago, she said.

“He was a Marine, and he 
served in Vietnam,” said Miller, 
who came with her sister, Casey. 
“He told a lot of stories to us.”

When a military-themed float 
passed by, “I got tears in my 
eyes,” Miller said. “I told my 
brother and my niece to stand up 
and clap – he served his country, 
so respect him.”

‘This is it’
Saturday’s Grand Floral Pa-

rade proceeded under clear skies 
and mid-50s temperatures, which 
marked a welcome change from 
last year’s unseasonably warm 
weather.

The parade began in 1923 as 
a way of promoting local busi-
nesses,  but it has grown into a 
major celebration of Southwest 
Michigan’s agricultural roots and 
heritage. It’s considered Michi-
gan’s largest and oldest event of 
its kind.

For St. Joseph residents 
Braeden and Jodie Wilson, the 
parade is an all-American pas-
time, which means relaxing with 
family.

“We’re subtracting one (child), 
who’s at a birthday party, but 
we’ve got three out of four” here, 
said Braeden Wilson, laughing.

The couple have been coming 
to the parade for about 11 years, 
they estimated.

“All the bands  ...  we just love 
that. It’s the community coming 
together. It’s a great atmosphere, 
and a way to spend time with fam-
ily and have them appreciate the 
community,” Jodie Wilson said.

Her husband nodded in agree-
ment, saying, “This is it.”

‘Serious business’
One thing hasn’t changed, 

agreed St. Joseph resident Sylvia 
Wilder and friend Erica Ferry of 
South Bend – who stood watch-
ing the parade snake its way over 
the bridge, not far from the Miller 
sisters.

“Staking out a spot here is seri-
ous business,” said Ferry, laugh-
ing. The former St. Joseph resi-
dent came from South Bend with 
her daughter, Chloe Ferman.

Wilder’s son, Zach Krolzick of 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Photos by Don Campbell / HP staff See more photos:heraldpalladium.mycapture.com

The Blossomtimve Festival Royalty float features Miss Blossomtime Ashley Sipla, center, First Runner-up Rachel 
Carle, Second Runner-up Ally Sinclair, Miss Congeniality Aliea Chapin, Mr. Blossomtime Armani May, First Runner-up 
Eric Engel, Second Runner-up Romeo Thompson and Mr. Nice Guy George Smallbone. They wave to crowds along 
Ship Street in St. Joseph.

ABOVE: The Community of Hartford 
Float, sporting the theme “Octo-
pus’ Garden,” received the Sweep-
stakes Award during the Blossom-
time Grand Floral Parade.
LEFT: The Lakeshore High School 
Marching Band, under the direction 
of Lori Von Koenig, heads down 
Ship Street in St. Joseph during the 
parade.

Inside
 Grand Floral Parade winners
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 More photos from the  
2016 Blossomtime Grand Floral 
Parade
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Blossomtime  
tradition continues 

without a hitch

See BLOSSOMTIME, page A4

To endorse or not to 
endorse Donald Trump

Lawyer: 
LMC board 
and staff  
torpedoed 
Spielvogel

BENTON TOWNSHIP — An 
active and experienced Board 
of Trustees will help keep Lake 
Michigan College on a steady 
course without a president, offi-
cials say.

But that might the problem.
A  lawyer consulting  the legal 

team representing fired  President 
Jennifer Spielvogel said Saturday 
she was frustrated by board micro-
management in her 90-day tenure.

“The board hires only one em-
ployee, the president,” Raymond 
Cotton said in a phone interview. 
The staff answers to the presi-
dent. The president answers to the 
board.

The Washington, D.C.-based 
Cotton  said it’s clear from news 
stories, meeting accounts  and 
Thursday’s termination hearing 
that employees and trustees were 
communicating with each other 
in violation of the board-president 
chain of command.

The president, he said, has 
the right to choose her leadership 
team. He said he suspects those 
complaining to the board about 
Spielvogel’s alleged lack of profes-
sionalism and employee abuse are 
the same people she wanted to de-
mote, reassign or fire.

Cotton, who specializes in rep-
resenting college and university 
boards and presidents, said the 
legal team is preparing to sue the 
community college for breach of 
contract.

By JIM DALGLEISH
HP Assistant Local News Editor

See LMC, page A4

See UPTON, page A4
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Kalamazoo, readily agreed.
Asked the secret to get-

ting a prime spot, he re-
sponded: “Have your par-
ents wake you up, early 
– at 4:30. If you can see the 
light, it’s too late.”

Jokes aside, however, the 
parade “is still a big draw, 
especially since (the) Ve-
netian (Festival) was can-
celed,” Krolzick said. “It’s 
one of those big things that 
brings everybody together.”

Blossomtime is definitely 
a different experience, Ferry 
agreed.

“They don’t do the pag-
eants, and they don’t do 
the queens (in South Bend). 
They have all their little fes-
tivals, but not like this,” she 
said.

Wilder has been coming 
for 30-plus years.

“I lived in Benton Har-
bor when I started coming 
in the ’80s. Back then, you 
could see somebody from 
‘All My Children,’” Wilder 
said, laughing, referring to 
the daytime television dra-
ma. “That was fun. I always 
brought the kids.”

‘People can be 
themselves’

This year’s affair fea-
tured  136  units, including 
antique cars, clowns, drill 
teams, floats and marching 
bands, plus local celebrities 
like Benton Harbor May-
or Marcus Muhammad, 
the Benton Harbor High 
School football team and 
its coach, Elliot Uzelac, 
state Sen. John Proos, R-St. 
Joseph, and U.S. Rep. Fred 
Upton, R-St. Joseph.

The chance to partake 
in the proceedings goes a 
long way, too, said Baroda 
resident Joan Litke – also 
known as “Splash,” a mem-
ber of the Michigan City 
Clowns. Her outfit included 
a yellow striped shirt and 
oversized blue suspenders.

“I grew up in St. Joe – my 
mom and my aunts and all 
my cousins came to the pa-
rade,” Litke said as she got 
ready to line up. “People 
can be themselves. They 
have inner things that they 
like to bring out.”

Southwest Michigan’s 23 
community queens turned 
out in full force, with floats 
that offered plenty of eye-
catching colors and themes 
for camera-toting parade-
goers.

That tradition began in 
1924, following the election 
of Benton Harbor resident 
Catherine Burrell by news-
paper ballot.

Miss Stevensville, Annie 
Anstey, and her court opt-
ed for a salute to ’70s disco 
icons – with album covers 
from the likes of KC & The 
Sunshine Band tacked onto 
their float’s sides.

Bangor and Baroda went 
with “Roaring ’20s” and 
“Boogie Woogie Bugle 
Boy” themes, respectively, 
while the Berrien Springs 
court saluted the Beatles’ 
1968 surreal animated car-
toon, “Yellow Submarine,” 
which glided down Main 
Street decked out in yellow 

and blue shades, complete 
with an oversized fish lead-
ing the way.

‘It’s a blast’
However, the automotive 

creativity didn’t stop with 
the queens – as Kalamazoo 
resident Tom Brown proved, 
with his giant banana mo-
bile, which  was marking 
its second year in the parade.

“We’re the easiest guys 
in the world to find – just 
Google ‘banana car,’” said 
Brown, laughing.

Brown and partner Steve 

Braithwaite of the Mutant 
Brothers Art Car Fabrica-
tion Studio – which spe-
cializes in unusual vehicles 
– have done much larger 
events, he said.

However, the Blossom 
Parade definitely has a char-
acter that’s uniquely its own, 
Brown said.

“We go to a parade in Li-
gonier, Pennsylvania, and 
there’s 50,000 people there. 
But this parade has more 
floats – I’ll say that,” Brown 
said. “It’s a blast – it’s close, 
it’s small, it’s local.”

Don Campbell / HP staff See more photos:heraldpalladium.mycapture.com

The St. Joseph High School Marching Band, under the direction of Aaron Engleman, makes its way down Ship Street.

Thousands of people, and their dogs, braved the cool weather in St. Joseph and Benton Harbor 
during the Blossomtime Grand Floral Parade.

BLOSSOMTIME
From page A1

The Blossomtime Festival announced the 
winners for Saturday’s Grand Floral Parade 
and Thursday’s Youth Parade. The theme 
was “Blossomtime’s Greatest Hits.”

Grand Floral Parade
• Sweepstakes Award: “Octopus’ Garden,” 

Hartford, for outstanding float concept and 
artistic merit of theme, creativity, color, ani-
mation, beauty and floral display.

• President’s Award: “Ghostbusters,” Eau 
Claire/Sodus, for the second most outstanding 
float concept and artistic merit of theme, 
color, animation, beauty and floral display.

• Board of Director’s Award: “Yellow Sub-
marine,” Berrien Springs, for third most out-
standing float concept and artistic merit 
of theme, color, animation, beauty and floral 
display.

• Mayor’s Award: “Party USA,” Watervliet, 
For the float exhibiting excellence in present-
ing the festival theme.

• Queen’s Award: “Invites You to Hop,” 
Bridgman, for the float exhibiting excellence 
in beauty and dramatic impact.

• Twin Cities’ Award: “Celebration Little 
Miss & Jr. Teen,” New Buffalo, for the float 
exhibiting excellence with outstanding use, 
display and floral craftsmanship of live Flow-
ers and blossoms.

• Chairman’s Award: “1920 Garden Party,” 

St. Joseph, for float exhibiting excellence in 
creativity and impressive use of animation 
and movement, both live and mechanical.

• Parade Committee’s Award, “Celebrate 
the 1950 Dinner Style,” Edwardsburg, for float 
exhibiting excellence in the presentation and 
use of color and color harmony.

• King’s Award, Tow Unit 41, “Yellow Sub-
marine,” Berrien Springs, for the tow unit 
exhibiting excellence in the presentation and 
use of color and color harmony.

Youth parade
• Float Division: St. Joseph 1st Unit-

ed’s “Surfs Up.”

• Band Winner: Benton Harbor Middle 
School Band.

• Scout Group Winner: Girl Scouts of North-
ern Indiana-Michiana.

• Cheer Winner: Baby Tigerettes, Kindergar-
ten Discovery Center, Benton Harbor.

• Pom Pon Winner: Hearts of Diamonds.

• Dance Winner: International Academy of 
Dance.

• Costume Characters Winner: Parker Bow-
man (Darth Vader) and Cole Jackson (Luke 
Skywalker).

• School Group: Tiger Tots, Kindergarten 
Discovery Center, Benton Harbor.

Blossomtime Fest hands out the honors

Detroit students’ 
education takes 
back seat in 
funding talks

DETROIT — Anthony 
Sawyers is a sophomore 
at Detroit’s pre-eminent 
public high school, Cass 
Tech, where textbooks 
aren’t allowed out of  his 
classrooms – even to take 
home to study.

That, his mother Tomi 
Sawyers says, is a sign 
of  how dire financial 
troubles are in the dis-
trict, which other parents 
and educators say has 
had chronic shortages of 
books, paper and other 
supplies. Detroit Public 
Schools spokeswoman 
Michelle Zdrodowski 
says it is moving toward 
using more technology, 
and that students also 
have access to Microsoft 
Office 365 for mobile and 
desktop computers at 
home.

But not everyone has 
home computers, and 
the question for Sawyers 
remains: “If  the schools 
don’t have enough money 
now to buy textbooks, 
how will books get 
bought if  the district runs 
out of  money?”

Lost in the cacophony 
of  Detroit teachers’ fre-
quent protests over pay 
– including the possibil-
ity there might not be 
enough for payroll this 
summer – poor building 
conditions and being un-
der state oversight is how 
the lack of  money affects 
46,000 students’ ability 
to learn. In the last week 
alone, teachers called off  
sick for two days, mean-
ing kids in 94 schools 
missed precious instruc-
tion time.

Detroit is among the 
poorest districts in the 
country, and it shows in 
test results; the district 
ranks among the worst in 
the nation in standardized 
test scores. About 90 per-
cent of  Detroit’s fourth- 
and seventh-graders are 
“not proficient” in sci-
ence compared with fewer 
than 60 percent of  their 
peers around Michigan in 
one recent state test.

Plus, students’ perfor-
mance is 2.3 years below 
the U.S. average, accord-
ing to data compiled by 
the Center for Education 
Policy Analysis at Stan-
ford University.

The lack of  money also 
is apparent in the condi-
tion of  its 97 buildings, 
some of  which needed 
immediate repairs this 
year after the city found 
scores of  code violations. 
Operating funds are being 

used to pay down long-
term debt and the district 
has needed a short-term 
bailout just to pay teach-
ers’ salaries.

The district has been 
under continuous state 
control since 2009, and 
legislators appear torn 
over how to best help. A 
$717 million plan OK’d 
by the Senate would keep 
the old district to retire 
the schools’ debt and 
create a new district to 
educate students, while 
House Republicans have 
come up with a $500 mil-
lion proposal.

In the meantime, the 
district, which lost more 
than 100,000 students 
over the past decade or 
so due to a declining city 
population and competi-
tion from charter schools 
and suburban districts, is 
likely to see more student 
defections.

More than 65,000 
school-age children live 
in Detroit but are not en-
rolled in the district, ac-
cording to state figures. 
Southfield Public Schools 
said it received a handful 
of  inquiries from Detroit 
parents after the sick-
outs.

“Most of  my friends are 
saying ‘You are going to 
see me in Grosse Pointe, 
you’re going to see me in 
Southfield,” said Keianna 
McCormick, 16, an 11th-
grader at Cass Tech.

What’s going on in De-
troit is “extraordinary,” 
said David Arsen, an edu-
cation professor at Michi-
gan State University.

“I can’t think of  an-
other situation quite like 
this, or a district that’s 
this large where the stakes 
are so high in terms of 
the finances and in terms 
of  the distance that must 
be traveled before Detroit 
children get the type of 
education services they 
deserve,” Arsen said.

As lawmakers, admin-
istrators, teachers and 
others argue over what to 
do, Detroit’s students and 
parents “are getting the 
short end of  the stick,” 
according to Sharlonda 
Buckman, chief  executive 
of  the nonprofit Detroit 
Parent Network.

“We have parents with 
high school seniors miss-
ing days while they are 
preparing to take SATs. 
Parents at the last minute 
having to leave their chil-
dren at home unsuper-
vised,” Buckman said.

“Parents have support-
ed teachers time and time 
again, but our fight is for 
our kids.”

By COREY WILLIAMS 
Associated Press

The board fired Spiel-
vogel at the end of  a just 
cause hearing Thursday. It 
cited lack of  professional-
ism, policy violations, un-
authorized spending, fail-
ure to set goals and even 
altering a job description 
to force an employee to 
quit.

Cotton said the public 
must keep in mind these are 
only allegations. The board 
will have to be prepared 

to prove such matters in 
court. He said trustees will 
have to offer depositions.

“It will all come out, and 
we have nothing to hide,” 
Cotton said.

He said the LMC board 
is on weak ground by 
threatening to sue Spiel-
vogel to recoup alleged 
unauthorized expenses of 
about $20,625. He said she 
could spend up to $100,000 
without board authoriza-
tion. She has offered to 
reimburse the college the 
$3,200 for a chain of  office 
medallion.

Board members said 
Spielvogel is allotted mon-
ey for expenses related to 
her duties, but contendthat 
buying Kenny Chesney 
concert tickets and medal-
lions and planning inaugu-
rations is beyond the presi-
dent’s scope.

Cotton said it’s signifi-
cant that LMC’s two law-
yers and Spielvogel’s law-
yer, Bradley Glazier,  took 
a break in the hearing to 
discuss a  resolution. The 
lawyers asked the board to 
table action for a week, but 
trustees declined and fired 

Spielvogel.
Cotton  said LMC’s in-

surance carrier could balk 
at covering legal bills if  
trustees ignored counsel 
advice.

Cotton said his client 
made three  errors in her 
LMC tenure.

The first is she “took 
people into her confidence 
before she knew they could 
be trusted.” She didn’t real-
ize “people were trying to 
torpedo her.”

He said a second error 
was presuming the board 
would act professionally, 

in accordance to standards 
set by the Association of 
Governing Boards of  Uni-
versities and Colleges.

The third mistake was 
not understanding LMC’s 
culture, he said. For in-
stance, medallions are 
routine in higher educa-
tion, but raised eyebrows 
at LMC.

Robert Harrison, who 
preceded Spielvogel as 
president, told the board 
Thursday he advised her 
against the medallion. 
Board Chairwoman Mary 
Jo Tomasini said such me-

dallions are associated 
with institutions that grant 
doctorate degrees.

Spielvogel had been an 
administrator an Ohio 
community college when 
LMC hired her. Cotton 
said she had a sterling rep-
utation there, but the LMC 
termination could end her 
academic career.

He said LMC will have 
a hard time finding anoth-
er president if  the board 
gains a reputation for un-
professional behavior.

Contact: jdalgleish@TheHP.com, 932-
0356, Twitter @HPDalgleish

LMC
From page A1

Upton is seeking re-
election to the Southwest 
Michigan seat he has held 
since 1987. He is in his sixth 
and final year as chairman 
the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee.

Upton faces no opposi-
tion in the Aug. 2 primary 
and will likely face Paul 
Clements of Kalamazoo 
in the general election. 
Clements is the lone Dem-
ocrat seeking the 6th Dis-
trict nomination.

Trump is the last Re-
publican standing after a 
primary season that began 
with 17 GOP hopefuls. 
Chief rival U.S. Sen. Ted 
Cruz dropped out after 
Trump won the May 3 In-
diana primary. Ohio Gov. 
John Kasich, a former Up-
ton colleague in the House, 
dropped out, too.

Trump, like Democratic 
hopeful Hillary Clinton, 
appears to have an insur-
mountable delegate lead 
heading into summer par-
ty conventions.

Contact: jdalgleish@TheHP.com, 
932-0356, Twitter @HPDalgleish

UPTON
From page A1


