
Herald Palladium - 06/05/2016 Page : D01

Copyright (c)2016 The Herald-Palladium 06/05/2016
June 7, 2016 9:55 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 62% from original to fit letter page


SUNDAY, June 5, 2016 The Herald-Palladium D1

FOCUS

Anniversary gifts leave them flushed with embarrassment
You might have heard 

that the husband and 
I are hopeless romantics, 

in which case 
you heard 
wrong. We 
recently 
celebrated 
our 38th 
wedding an-
niversary by 
buying two 
toilets.

Our house is younger 
than we are, but is falling 
apart at a far faster rate. 
Two of our toilets, original 
to the house, needed to be 
replaced.

That giant fl ushing 

sound you heard was us 
being sucked into the 
world of plumbing. A 
buyer is dizzy with choices 
these days – round bowl 
or elongated, a 12-inch 
or 14-inch set, one-piece 
or two-piece and so many 
GPFs (gallons per fl ush).

And then there are the 
names – toilets are now 
like fi ngernail polish in 
that they have names. 
There’s Glacier Bay, the 
Cimarron, the Cadet and 
the Santa Rosa. Perhaps 
you’d prefer the Niagara, 
the Elliston or the Devon-
shire.

We bought two Well-

worths – affordable and 
effi cient and with instal-
lation on Tuesday. The 
installers came, removed 
the old ones, set the new 
ones and sped away.

All was well with the 
Wellworths until someone 
attempted to use the one in 
the half-bath off  the family 
room. The bathroom door 
would not close. The new 
toilet stuck out farther 
than the old one – not 
much, but enough that 
the door couldn’t clear the 
toilet.

It was such a close fi t, it 
almost looked like if  you 
got behind the door and 

kicked, you would be able 
to send that door fl ying 
past the toilet.

“Why yes, the bathroom 
is around the corner on 
your left. If  you want pri-
vacy, get behind the door 
and try kicking it until it 
clears the toilet.”

We were now the proud 
owners of a toilet, bolted 
to the fl oor in the most 
visible high-traffi c area of 
our home, that could only 
be used with the door fully 
open.

Suggestions for solv-
ing our dilemma were 
many. One wit suggested 
we remove the door and 

hang a shower curtain in 
the doorway. Another card 
suggested we hang hippie 
beads. Another proposed 
we cut a curve in the door 
to match the profi le of 
the toilet. Someone else 
suggested we rip apart the 
door frame, then rehang 
the door so it would swing 
out instead of in.

I was pretty sure all we 
needed was a toilet one 
inch shorter from the front 
to the back. The husband 
questioned my math and 
went all engineer-y on me, 
drawing chalk lines on the 
bathroom fl oor tile to cal-
culate the arc of the door 

closing in conjunction with 
the projection of the toilet.

Someone passed through 
the house, saw the chalk 
outline and asked if  there 
had been a crime.

“Yes,” I said. “Wellworth 
was murdered. We think 
the butler did it.”

We found a toilet that is 
1 and 1/8 inch shorter from 
a plumbing supply house 
online. This one goes by 
the name Toto.

Wait ’til you hear what 
we have planned for our 
40th.

Lori Borgman is a columnist, author 
and speaker. Email her at lori@
loriborgman.com.

Lori 
Borgman

2016 Academic All-Stars
It’s that time of year 

again when The 
Herald-Palladium 

honors the best and 
brightest high school 
seniors in Southwest 
Michigan.

This year, principals 
and counselors at 24 
area high schools nomi-
nated 53 seniors who 
excelled not just aca-
demically, but also 
through extracurricular 
activities, leadership and 
community service.

A panel of judges 
chose the top 15 to be 
this year’s Academic All-
Stars. In addition to 
school transcripts, GPAs 
and test scores, the judg-
es reviewed letters of 
recommendation and 
the students’ activities 
outside of the class-
room.

Judging the competi-
tion were Chris Sprad-
lin, vice president of 
Instruction, Arts and 
Sciences at Lake Michi-
gan College; Mary Del-
Mariani, federal and 
state programs consul-
tant for Berrien Region-
al Education Service 
Agency; and Gary 
Burdick, assistant dean 
of graduate programs in 
the College of Arts and 
Sciences at Andrews 
University.

“The process of choos-
ing the Academic All-
Stars was both reward-
ing and challenging,” 
Spradlin said. “To see 
what these students have 
accomplished academi-
cally, and to learn about 
the contributions they 
have made to the schools 
and communities in 
which they live, was 
truly impressive and 
inspiring. It was a signif-
icant challenge to 
choose the All-Stars 
from the long list of stu-
dents nominated. Each 
and every student who 
submitted an application 
deserves congratulations 
for the efforts they have 
made and the accom-
plishments they have 
achieved.”

The winners will 
receive a $200 scholar-
ship funded by The Her-
ald-Palladium and 
Andrews University as 
well as a $250 Red Hawk 
Scholarship good 
toward a class at LMC.

The Herald-Palladium 
congratulates all of this 
year’s nominees for their 
remarkable accomplish-
ments in high school, 
and wishes them the best 
in their future pursuits.

– Andy Steinke, Features Editor

Matthew Reeves
Berrien Springs 

High School

Joshua Youngs
Brandywine High School

Nora Hafez
Decatur High School

Robert Dick
Decatur High School

Francine Barchett
Grace Christian 

High School

Jessica Russell
Lake Michigan Catholic 

High School

Adrien Beaufils
Lakeshore High School

Malika Takale
Lakeshore High School

Jessica Arend
Michigan Lutheran 

High School

Calla Beers
New Buffalo High School

Gabrielle Goshorn
Niles High School

Iza Graham
South Haven High School

Abby Hendrix
South Haven High School

Avery Conybeare
St. Joseph High School

Brody Roland
Watervliet High School
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ATTENTION TRI-COUNTY AREA MANUFACTURERS! 

Visit WWW.SURVEYMONKEY/R/MFGINDUSTRY to take 
a brief survey that will help us determine the health of 
the manufacturing industry in Southwest Michigan.


