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LOCAL 
Just waiting for the icing

BENTON HARBOR — 
Nearly everything’s in place 
for Lake Michigan College’s 
culinary program. All that’s 
left is to buy the equipment 
and get the site ready.

As part of that effort, 
LMC board members 
agreed last week to spend 
$233,500 on kitchen equip-
ment for the Wine & Cu-
linary Education Cen-
ter,  which includes $22,500 
for a commercial dishwash-
er, “like students would 
fi nd in a restaurant or com-
mercial kitchen,” president 
emeritus/Acting CEO Bob 
Harrison said.

LMC will house the kitch-

en at a temporary site in the 
L-wing of its main campus 
along Napier Avenue until 
it fi nds a permanent loca-
tion, Harrison said.

LMC will cover  the cost 
from its general fund, “or 
do some debt, at some point 
in the future – and we’re al-
ways looking for donations, 
to offset the cost of equip-
ment and facilities,” he said.

“It’s a relatively old part 
of the college, so we’ve got 
to make some code correc-
tions,” Harrison said. “The 
dish machine that we’ll buy, 
like most of the equipment, 
will move to the formal, 
permanent location at a 
later date.”

Harrison said he expects 
the temporary kitchen and 

site to be up and running by 
the fall semester.

“It’s the same process 
that we used for starting 
the wine program,” Harri-
son said. “We did the tem-
porary winery, and all the 
equipment moved to the 
permanent location at a lat-
er date. The key is to get the 
programs up and running in 
a relatively lower-cost envi-
ronment.”

The Mendel Center is 
also getting a new techni-
cal services provider, which 
includes audio, lighting and 
video help for productions 
and events, as well as com-
puter and video projections, 
and setup assistance.

Board members accepted 
a $220,800 bid from TPC 
Technologies of Niles. 
TPC edged out AudioBahn 

Productions of Mishak-
waka, Ind., ($229,984), and 
DPM Events of Buchanan 
($281,101).

TPC will get a three-year 
contract with possible ex-
tensions in one-year incre-
ments.

AudioBahn had provided 
the services on a fi ve-year 
contract that LMC re-bid 
after it expired, Harrison 
said.

“I think we’re pleased 
that we’re holding the line 
on costs. TPC’s well-recom-
mended, so we’re pleased,” 
he said.

The board changed its 
August meeting date to 
avoid confl icts with the 
long-awaited opening of 
LMC’s Hanson Technology 
Center at the Napier Av-
enue campus.

Board members moved 
the meeting from Aug. 23, 
which is Hanson’s offi cial 
opening, to Aug. 30.

“The (Hanson) open 
house will be Aug. 23, so 
we’ll start classes after La-
bor Day,” Harrison said. 
“We align our schedule to 
the state, when they passed 
the requirement that school 
districts couldn’t start after 
Labor Day.”

However, that’s not the 
only reason for the change.

“We end up with a lot of 
adult students with young 
children, and they have a 
real issue with morning 
classes, (potentially) leav-
ing the kids at home. So 
we’re going to do what’s in 
the best interests of our stu-
dents and start after Labor 
Day,” Harrison said. 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

LMC gets ready to serve culinary program

IN BRIEF
Woman injured in 
bizarre VB accident

BLOOMINGDALE — 
A Bloomingdale woman 
was seriously injured 
Monday in a bizarre traf-
fi c accident involving her 
pickup truck and a farm 
implement, authorities 
said.

Shirley Noble, 79, was 
trying to overtake  a large 
tractor pulling a roll-
ing harrower and disc 
at about  3 p.m. on Sixth 
Avenue in Bloomingdale 
Township when the hy-
draulics in the disc failed 
and the disc lowered onto 
the truck, Van Buren 
County Sheriff ’s Sgt. Ron 
Douglas said.

The disc sheared off  the 
top of  the truck, and No-
ble was trapped inside.

After being extricated 
by emergency workers, 
she was rushed to Bron-
son Methodist Hospital 
in Kalamazoo with seri-
ous injuries, Douglas said. 
The failed disc further 
knocked out several mail-
boxes along Sixth Avenue.

The accident remains 
under investigation, 
Douglas said. Noble’s 
medical condition was not 
available Tuesday.

Body found 
at Union Park

BENTON HARBOR 
— Benton Harbor po-
lice  have released the 
name of  a Berrien Springs 
woman who was found 
dead in Union Park Sun-
day.

Andrea Palmisano, 48, 
was found by a neighbor 
near Union and Emery 
streets in the park, ac-
cording to Benton Harbor 
Deputy Director Mike 
Clark. He said offi cers 
were called at noon and 
found her unresponsive. 
He said she was prounced 
dead at the scene.

A department new re-
lease Tuesday said the 
exact cause of  death is 
unknown and is being in-
vestigated by the Berrien 
County Medical Exam-
iner’s offi ce and Benton 
Harbor police. There were 
controlled substances 
found with Palmisano.

Anyone with informa-
tion can call Detective 
Michael Harmon at 927-
0294. 

The Benton Harbor De-
partment of  Public Safety 
was assisted by Benton 
Township police and 
Medic 1.

SH city officials honor 
WWII vet Tom Thomson

SOUTH HAVEN — 
World War II veteran and 
former South Haven em-
ployee Tom Thomson was 
honored for his service at a 
recent City Council meet-
ing.

Flanked by relatives, 
Thomson was given a 
plaque, a standing ovation, 
a mayoral proclamation 
and a quilt from the Quilts 
of Valor Foundation.

Van Buren County Com-
missioner Mike Henry 
took some time to intro-
duce Thomson, 95, and 
provide some biographical 
background on him.

“He is a member of the 
greatest generation,” Henry 
said, referring to Thom-
son’s World War II service.

During World War II, 
from May 1943 to Decem-
ber 1945, Thomson served 
on board a patrol torpedo 
boat in the South Pacifi c.

PT boats had a variety of 
weapons, including torpe-
dos and depth charges, and 
were often used for tricky 
night missions, Henry said.

Thomson brought back 
the U.S. fl ag from his patrol 
torpedo boat after the war, 

and relatives presented it to 
him at the meeting as part 
of the tribute.

“I don’t know how 
to thank you folks,” 
Thomson said during the 

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

Contributed photo

Linda Lammers of Quilts of Valor Foundation holds up the quilt 
given to World War II veteran and former South Haven employ-
ee Tom Thomson, right, during the recent tribute to Thomson 
at a South Haven City Council meeting.

Recapturing BH’s Little Italy

BENTON HARBOR 
— Al DiBrito of  St. Jo-
seph wants to bring a 
little bit of  Italy back to 
Benton Harbor.

He and a group of  Ital-
ian lovers formed the Lit-
tle Italy Historical Park 
Project, which recently re-
ceived its nonprofi t status. 
The group can be con-
tacted through its Face-
book page or by email at 
lihpbh@gmail.com.

DiBrito, the president, 
said people don’t have 
to be of  Italian descent 
to join the group, which 
meets once a month.

“All it is is Italian fel-
lowship to promote  Ital-
ian culture,” he said. “It’s 
a neighborhood that we’re 
trying to hang onto. It’s a 
positive ethnic thing.”

“The Italians are all 
about family and beauty,” 
said Ferol Capizzo Al-
len, vice president of  the 
group. “That’s what we 
want to share with the 
community.”

Jerry Price of  Benton 
Harbor said he joined the 
group even though he’s 
not Italian because of the 
food.

“I love spaghetti and 

pasta,” he said.
But, more importantly, 

he said projects like this 
one help people to ex-
plore different cultures 
and beautify Benton Har-
bor.

“It’s all about remem-
bering your heritage, 
working together and 
revitalizing our city,” he 

said.
DiBrito, originally from 

Chicago, said he didn’t 
know about the history 
of  Little Italy in Benton 
Harbor until someone 
told him about it. 

For many years, he said, 
the Sons of  Italy was ac-
tive in Benton Harbor. 
He said the group erect-

ed a historical marker a 
few years ago along  Ter-
ritorial Road near Sec-
ond Street to remember 
Little Italy, the area of 
Main Street, Territorial 
Road and Paw Paw Av-
enue where many Italians 
settled in the early 1900s 
after immigrating  to 
America.

He said that a few 
months ago, he noticed 
that the historical marker 
was crooked, and when he 
tried to fi nd out who was 
in charge of  preserving it, 
he found out that the Sons 
of  Italy had disbanded. 
So, he said he started 

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Club formed 
to celebrate 
neighborhood, 
heritage

MDOT’s seeks 
comment on 
long-range vision

BENTON HAR-
BOR — The state’s 2040 
goals  for its roads are 
available to be com-
mented on through the 
Michigan Department of 
Transportation website 
through June 10.

In addition, 23 articles 
on topics such as intercity 
bus service, the revenue 
gap, highway safety and 
freight are available and 
can be commented on 
June 11 through July 11, 
said MDOT offi cials dur-
ing a recent open house in 
Benton Harbor.

The 2040 Michigan 
Transportation Plan can 
be found at www.michigan.
gov/SLRP.  Click on 
“White Papers” for the 
articles. Click on “2040 
MITP Public Comments” 

to make a comment.
Tim Ryan, senior 

transportation planner 
in Lansing, said the 2040 
goals  is  an update of  the 
2035 goals. He said the 
long-range plans are re-
quired by the federal gov-
ernment.

“We’re trying to get 
input on this policy 
document,” said Jason 
Latham, region manager 
in  Kalamazoo. “Are the 
policies and strategies we 
are developing right now 
... do they make sense?”

The goals in the docu-
ment include modernizing 
the transportation system 
to improve mobility and 
effi ciency.

For questions about the 
long-range plans, contact 
Bradley Sharlow at  517-
373-9057.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Louise Wrege / HP staff

Al DiBrito, center, is president of Little Italy Historical Park Project, which received its nonprofit status about a month ago. With 
him are Vice President Ferol Capizzo Allen, left, and Anna Russo Sieber, a member. The organization recently straightened the 
sign and added landscaping near the corner of Territorial Road and Second Street in Benton Harbor.

See ITALY, page A4
Judge on 
hot seat

PONTIAC (AP) — A 
Detroit-area judge facing a 
misconduct hearing has de-
fended her decision to send 
three siblings to juvenile de-
tention for refusing to meet 
with their estranged father.

Oakland County Judge 
Lisa Gorcyca testifi ed Tues-
day that she had run out of 
options. A retired judge is 
holding a hearing on mis-
conduct allegations fi led by 
the Michigan Judicial Ten-
ure Commission.

Gorcyca presided over a 
custody dispute involving 
parents of three children. 
Last July, she sent them to 
juvenile detention for refus-
ing to have lunch with their 
dad. The kids were released 
after two weeks.

Gorcyca is accused of 
misconduct and subse-
quently giving false expla-
nations during the investi-
gation. Tenure Commission 
staff attorney Margaret 
Rynier says Gorcyca abused 
her power.

Gorcyca’s attorney, Tom 
Cranmer, says she’s only 
guilty of “caring too much.”

Defends decision 
to lock up 3 kids

See VET, page A4

JOIN US FOR THE SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN MINI 
MAKER FAIRE, A CELEBRATION OF INVENTION AND 
CREATIVITY FOR ALL AGES. FOR MORE INFORMATION 
VISIT MAKERFAIRE@BERRIENRESA.ORG

Saturday, June 4, 2016 from 10:00 to 4:00 p.m.

 Join us!


