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Paul Mow joins 
LMC theater

Paul Mow, the Coloma 
native, operatic tenor and 
former Southwestern Mich-
igan College theater direc-
tor, has joined the Lake 
Michigan College theater 
department to direct the 
Tony Award-winning plays 
“Peter & the Starcatcher,” 
with performances Nov. 
18-20, and “Spring Awak-
ening” on March 24-26.

Mow, who is best known 
here for his singing and 
musical theater collabora-
tions with SMC, Twin City 
Players and Southwest 
Michigan Symphony 
Orchestra, also will work in 
expanding community out-
reach with the theater 
department. He will not be 
joining the teaching faculty.

Just announced

Mark your calendar now

Rockin’ Brew Fest
Four Winds Casino Resort 

has announced its lineup 
for The Silver Creek Rock-
in’ Brew Fest, which 
begins at 2 p.m. Oct. 9 at 
Silver Creek Event Center, 
11111 Wilson Road, New 
Buffalo.

The event features perfor-
mances by tribute bands 
Turn the Page (Bob Seger) 
at 2 p.m., Britain’s Finest 
(The Beatles) at 3:30 p.m., 
Dead or Alive (Bon Jovi) at 
5 p.m., Jumping Jack 
Flash (Rolling Stones) at 
6:30 p.m. and The Atomic 
Punks (Van Halen) 8 p.m.

The initial lineup of partic-
ipating breweries includes 
Bell’s (Kalamazoo), Found-
ers (Grand Rapids), North 
Pier (Benton Harbor), 
Tapistry (Bridgman) and 
Watermark (Stevensville).

Tickets, which are now on 
sale, are $20, and include a 
commemorative glass and 
five tickets that can be 
used for drinks or food.

For tickets, or more infor-
mation, call 800-745-3000 
or visit www.fourwinds
casino.com.

TCP to host 
Tiffany Awards

The Twin City Players 
will host its annual Tiffany 
Awards, which recognize 
the performances and 
achievements of its mem-
bers and volunteers from 
the past season, at 6 p.m. 
Saturday on the TCP Cam-
pus, 600 W. Glenlord Road, 
St. Joseph.

A catered dinner will 
be followed by the award 
ceremony and entertain-
ment at 7:30 p.m. This 
year’s “Old Tyme Holly-
wood” theme encourages 
guests to dress in old Holly-
wood attire.

TCP members and pass 
holders nominated candi-
dates in 10 different cate-
gories, including leading 
actress, supporting actor 
and more from the season’s 
six mainstage shows. A 
secret panel of judges 
selects each year’s win-
ners. Backstage and volun-
teer contributions also are 
recognized with various 
special awards.

The Tiffany Awards are 
named after the late Mari-
on Tiffany, an actress, vol-
unteer and charter member 
of TCP.

Admission, which includes 
dinner, is $20 for adult 
members ($25 for adult 
nonmembers) and $12 for 
members 18 and younger 
($15 for nonmembers). 
Reservations are required. 
Admission to the award 
ceremony only is $10, and 
can be paid at the door. A 
cash bar will be available.

For more information, call 
429-0400 or visit twincity
players.org.

Sideline no longer a secondary gig

BENTON HARBOR — 
Keeping your day job un-
til your night one pays off  
sounds like a smart move 
for any musician – but for 
Sideline’s members, that 
time arrived a lot sooner 
than anyone imagined.

Banjoist Steve Dilling 
just saw Sideline as a way 
of keeping busy – when he 
wasn’t playing with IIIrd 
Tyme Out, with whom he’d 
spent 21 years.

“This was an idea I had 
to play during downtime in 
December, and play close to 
home. It would give people 
a chance to see me that 
didn’t go to shows around 
the country,” says  Dilling, 
speaking by phone from his 
North Carolina home. “We 
needed a name, so we called 
it ‘Sideline,’ because it was 
just a side job.”

Everything changed 
around Thanksgiving 2013, 
when health problems 
prompted Dilling to leave 
IIIrd Tyme Out.

He planned to quit the 

road for good, while con-
tinuing to freelance and 
play with Sideline when 
his health and schedule al-
lowed it –  and that’s when 
everything changed.

“I took the better part of 
a year off,” he says. “Side-
line had its fi rst recording 
come out in 2014. Things 
began to pick up, some of 
the younger guys in the 
band had left the bands 
they were playing, one thing 
led to another and it’s a full-
time job for all of us now.”

A big turning point came 
with the band’s fi rst CD, 
“Sideline Session 1,” for 
which no great master plan 
had been hatched, as Dill-
ing recalls.

“To be honest with you, 
that was the only recording 
we ever planned on doing, 
’cause we weren’t gonna 
play that much – we just 
wanted something to sell 
when we did play,” he says.

However, the response – 
including a No. 1 position 
on the bluegrass charts – 
created demand for more 
shows, and the sequel 
“Sideline Session 2.”

“Things began to pick up 
in a hurry,” Dilling says.

Since then, Dilling and 
Brian Aldridge (mandolin), 
Nathan Aldridge (fi ddle), 
Skip Cherryholmes (guitar) 
and Jason Moore (bass) 
have spent much of the past 
couple years touring. On 
Thursday, the band per-
forms at Babe’s Lounge in 
Benton Harbor. The show 
marks the group’s second 
local appearance.

“It’s good, hard-driving 
bluegrass music, with some 
contemporary stuff, tradi-
tional stuff and a little bit 
of gospel – it’s a mixed bag 
of everything, and a bunch 
of good Southern hospital-
ity,” Dilling says, laughing. 
“We try to do something 
that’s going to appeal to 
everybody. That’s been the 
success of our band, that 
we can do that.”

The group is based in Ra-
leigh, N.C., which gets less 
attention than its higher-
profi le cousin, Chapel Hill, 
but is no less vital to the 
music scene, in Dilling’s 
eyes.

“Chapel Hill’s more of 
a college town. Raleigh’s a 
capital city, with a broad 
range of cultures. It used to 
a be a ‘small big city,’ but it’s 

pretty big – there’s a million 
people in the Raleigh area 
now,” he says.

And, like Raleigh itself, 
bluegrass music has come a 
long way, as well, fueled by 
phenomena like former Led 
Zeppelin frontman Robert 
Plant’s work with singer-
violinist Allison Krauss, for 
example.

“You’re talking about a 
(major) crossover deal there 
– she’s (Krauss) brought 
so many people into our 
music, and done so much 
to open up the avenues for 
everybody,” Dilling says. 
“Crowds are up every-
where you go, and the genre 
is growing by leaps and 
bounds. I’m proud to be a 

part of it.”
By contrast, bluegrass 

occupied a more specialized 
niche when Dilling got his 
fi rst banjo as a 12th  birth-
day present.

“Around the time I start-
ed – and back into the ’40s, 
when Bill Monroe started 
this music – it was referred 
to as being ‘hillbilly mu-
sic,’” Dilling says. “About 
the late ’70s and early ’80s, 
things began to change. 
Younger people started 
getting into it, and now, it 
blows my mind. We go to 
these places, and see these 
14-, 15-year-old kids that 
are just phenomenal (play-
ers).”

The band is currently 
preparing to record its third 
album, and has recently 
acquired  a tour bus.  For a 
band that started so casu-
ally, Dilling couldn’t feel 
happier about how things 
are going lately.

“This is a special group 
of guys,” he says. “We all 
believe in each other, and 
we’re all striving for the 
same goal. There’s not one 
guy that’s trying to worry 
about himself. He’s worry-
ing about everybody else, 
just as much, and that’s 
pretty unique.”

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent
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North Carolina’s Sideline Bluegrass featuring, from left, Skip Cherryholmes, Jason Moore, Steve Dilling, Brian Aldridge and Nathan Aldridge performs a free concert 
Thursday at Babe’s Lounge.

Who: Sideline Bluegrass

When: 6 p.m. Thursday

Where: Babe’s Lounge, 
565 Riverview Drive, 
Benton Harbor

How much: Free

Contact: 925-3787

Artist info: 
www.sidelinebg.com

IF YOU GO
Popular bluegrass band brings North Carolina 
sound to Benton Harbor’s Babe’s Lounge

Band spotlights 
guest conductor, 
brass quartet

ST. JOSEPH — Aaron 
Engleman will be guest con-
ductor, and a brass quintet 
of members William Camp, 
Charles Steck, Stacie Det-
gen, Gary Cooper and Mi-
chael Shannon will be fea-
tured during the St. Joseph 
Municipal Band’s 3:30 and 
7:30 p.m. concerts today 
at the John E.N. Howard 
Band Shell in St. Joseph.

Engleman, who has been 
director of the St. Joseph 
High School bands for the 
past nine years, will conduct 
music selections from “Chi-
cago” and “Haven Dance” 
by David Holsinger. He 
came to the St. Joseph Pub-
lic Schools 19 years ago.

He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in music education 
and master’s degree in edu-
cational leadership from 
Western Michigan Univer-
sity, and has taught instru-
mental music to St. Joseph 
students across all grade 
levels. He now conducts 
the SJHS Marching Band, 

Wind Ensemble, Symphon-
ic Band and Jazz Band as 
well as  the Upton Middle 
School bands.

The St. Joseph Municipal 
Band also will feature its 
own brass quintet, coordi-
nated by Camp, a profes-
sional trumpet player from 
Chicago who performs 
several concerts each sum-
mer with the organization. 
Camp, along with Steck 
(trumpet), Detgen (French 
horn), Cooper (trombone) 
and Shannon (tuba) will 
perform “Lazy Blue,” 
“Boogie for Brass,” “Mam-
bo” and “Brass Bop.”

The band program also 
includes Kenneth Alford’s 
“Colonel Bogey March,” 
Leroy Anderson’s “Ser-
enada” and Rimsky Kor-
sakoff’s “Procession of the 
Nobles.”

The band is directed by 
Donald Moely.

The hour-long concerts 
continue each Sunday 
through Sept. 4, and con-
clude with a fi nal set of 
concerts on Labor Day.

By HP STAFF

A listing of major upcoming 
concerts in the region. Tickets 
can be purchased through 
venues or through Ticketmas-
ter at 800-745-3000 or www.
ticketmaster.com:

August
Pearl Jam: Aug. 22, Wrigley 

Field, Chicago
Counting Crows & Rob 

Thomas: Aug. 24, FirstMerit 
Bank Pavilion at Northerly 
Island, Chicago

Weird Al Yankovic: Aug. 26, 
DeVos Performance Hall, 
Grand Rapids

Ace Frehley: Aug. 26, House 
of Blues, Chicago

Billy Joel: Aug. 26, Wrigley 
Field, Chicago

Train: Aug. 26-27, Ravinia, 
Highland Park, Ill.

Seal: Aug. 27, Silver Creek 
Event Center, Four Winds Casi-
no Resort, New Buffalo

.38 Special: Aug. 27, The 
Lerner Theater, Elkhart, Ind.

Luke Bryan: Aug. 27, Wrig-
ley Field, Chicago

Seal: Aug. 28, Ravinia, High-
land Park, Ill.

Bruce Springsteen and the 
E Street Band: Aug. 28, Unit-
ed Center, Chicago

3 Doors Down: Aug. 30, 
DeVos Performance Hall, 
Grand Rapids

Ted Nugent: Aug. 30-31, 
State Theatre, Kalamazoo

Blink 182: Aug. 31, Van 
Andel Arena, Grand Rapids

JoJo: Aug. 31, FirstMerit 
Bank Pavilion at Northerly 
Island, Chicago

David Crosby: Aug. 31, 
Thalia Hall, Chicago

September
Peter Cetera: Sept. 2, Silver 

Creek Event Center, Four 
Winds Casino Resort, New 
Buffalo

R. Kelly: Sept. 3, DeVos Per-
formance Hall, Grand Rapids

Bonnie Raitt: Sept. 3, Ravin-
ia, Highland Park, Ill.

Black Sabbath: Sept. 4, 
Hollywood Casino Amphithe-
ater, Chicago

Jenny Lewis: Sept. 8, The 
Chicago Theatre, Chicago

Blink 182: Sept. 9, Holly-
wood Casino Amphitheater, 
Chicago

Brad Paisley: Sept. 10, Hol-
lywood Casino Amphitheater, 
Chicago

The Avett Brothers: Sept. 
10, Peoria Civic Center, Peoria, 
Ill.

Blake Shelton: Sept. 15, 
Peoria Civic Center, Peoria, 
Ill.

Bryan Adams: Sept. 15, 
FirstMerit Bank Pavilion at 
Northerly Island, Chicago

Gladys Knight: Sept. 16, Sil-
ver Creek Event Center, Four 
Winds Casino Resort, New 
Buffalo

Glen Hansard: Sept. 17, 
Michigan Theater, Ann Arbor

Florida Georgia Line: Sept. 
17, Hollywood Casino Amphi-
theater, Chicago

ZZ Top: Sept. 17, Rosemont 
Theatre, Rosemont, Ill.

KT Tunstall: Sept. 21, House 
of Blues, Chicago

Billy Talent: Sept. 27, Dis-
trict Square, Kalamazoo

The Verve Pipe: Sept. 24, 
The Back Room, Kalamazoo

Kanye West: Sept. 27, Van 
Andel Arena, Grand Rapids

Kathleen Madigan: Sept. 
30, State Theatre, Kalamazoo

Switchfoot & Relient K: 
Sept. 30, House of Blues, Chi-
cago

Sigur Ros: Sept. 30, The 
Chicago Theatre

October
Gavin DeGraw and Andy 

Grammer: Oct. 1, Silver Creek 
Event Center, Four Winds Casi-
no Resort, New Buffalo

Brian Wilson: Oct. 1, The 
Chicago Theatre

Jason Isbell: Oct. 3, DeVos 
Performance Hall, Grand Rapids

Tom Jones: Oct. 3, House of 
Blues, Chicago

Amy Schumer: Oct. 5, Wings 
Event Center, Kalamazoo

Drake: Oct. 5, United Center, 
Chicago

Kanye West: Oct. 7, United 
Center, Chicago

Air Supply: Oct. 8, Silver 
Creek Event Center, Four 
Winds Casino Resort, New 
Buffalo

Vanilla Ice, Kid N Play, 
Tone Loc, Salt N Pepa: Oct. 8, 
Van Andel Arena, Grand Rapids

HOT 
TICKETS


