LMC approves bid
for winery center

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

BENTON TOWNSHIP
— Lake Michigan College
1s getting ready to build a
permanent home for its
Wine and Culinary Edu-
cation Center project.

LMC Board members
unanimously awarded in-
frastructure bids for the
center Tuesday night to
Kalin Construction of So-
dus for $642,217.

LMC expects to make
the new center into a
major Midwest destina-
tion spot for the industry,
President Emeritus/Acting
CEO Bob Harrison said.

“This will cement our
position as a key part of
that tourism hospitality
industry,” Harrison said
after the meeting. “It’ll be
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a primary feeder — not just
for the wine industry, but
also, culinary programs.
We'll able to support local
entrepreneurs and restau-
rants, and we’re very ex-
cited about that.”

Kalin beat out the only
other bidder, CPM Con-
struction of St. Joseph,
which quoted $1 million
for the work, which in-
cludes electricity, forced
sanitary sewer mains, new
water and sanitary sewer
service, and expanding the
existing stormwater deten-
tion basin.

The board agreed to ex-
pand the new center’s con-
struction budget from $1
million to $1.25 million,
which it did for two rea-
sons, Harrison said.

See LMC, page A4
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From page A3

*“This amount includes
the design work. We
changed the (project’s)
scope bit to include cu-
linary, so that’s why the
price increased. And
then, infrastructure costs
have gone up, too,” he
said.

The revised figure
includes a 10 percent
contingency fund for in-
frastructure work, a sum-
mary in Tuesday’s board
packet stated.

ALDS  Architecture
and Design of Benton
Harbor crafted the con-
struction drawings and
specifications.

The college is operat-
ing the center at a tempo-
rary space on the Mendel
Center’s northeast corner
until the project is com-
plete, Harrison said.

The new center will go
up at the corner of Yore
and Empire avenues.

“The equipment that
we bought for the tempo-
rary (site) will move over
to the new winery, as well
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as the temporary culinary

kitchen,” he said.
Harrison declined to

give a timetable for the

surprised to see only two
bidders because “the
construction industry is
really busy right now,” he
said.

When asked why the
spread between both bids,
Harrison said, “This 1s a
lot of earthmoving, dig-
ging ditches, and stuff
like that. That probably
better lines up with Ka-
lin and what they do on a
daily basis.”
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