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RALEIGH, N.C. — One 
by one, the North Carolina 
State players took off run-
ning after the game ended, 
heading straight for the 
puddle at the 25-yard line.

After a 
sloppy day of 
belly-fl ops and 
splashdowns, 
it was time to 
turn the fi eld at 
Carter-Finley 
Stadium into a 

slip-and-slide.
The Wolfpack beat 

Notre Dame 10-3 on Sat-
urday in a game played in 
hurricane conditions and 
after the start of the second 
half was delayed because 
of lightning.

“This is a game to re-
member,” N.C. State tight 
end Pharoah McKeever 
said. “I’ll probably remem-
ber it until the day I die. 
Raining, playing in a hur-
ricane, not knowing if  we 
were going to play or not. 
Lightning delay, in the 
locker room for 30 more 
minutes. ... And then after 

the game, doing fi eld slides 
in the mud. This was just 
something to remember.”

A waterlogged fi eld satu-
rated by Hurricane Mat-
thew’s heavy rains and 
wind-whipped by its gusts 
rendered both offenses in-
effective, so N.C. State (4-
1) beat the Fighting Irish 
(2-4) with special teams 
and defense — with Dexter 
Wright returning a blocked 
punt for the go-ahead 
touchdown with 12:43 re-
maining.

That TD came after 
McKeever fought through 
a block from Nic Weishar 
up the middle to defl ect 
Tyler Newsome’s punt. 
All Wright had to do was 
scoop up the ball — not 
an easy task on a day like 
this — and head for the end 
zone.

“I didn’t even have to see 
the block,” Wright said. “I 
heard it.”

Notre Dame put togeth-
er a late drive into the N.C. 
State red zone, but a shot-
gun snap on fourth-and-8 
squibbed past DeShone 
Kizer with 1:52 left and 
the Wolfpack ran out the 

clock.
The teams combined for 

fi ve turnovers, had a total 
of 10 fumbles and lost four 
of them. In a sequence that 
perfectly captured the day, 

Notre Dame coughed the 
ball up with about 10 min-
utes left in the second quar-
ter on a bad snap — only to 

SPORTS
Time to fill up 

those birdfeeders
Outdoors, Page C7
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Lake Michigan College’s Hailey Maas averaged more than 20 
points a game last season.

LMC women 
have high goals

The Lake Michigan Col-
lege women’s basketball 
team has gone to  the NJ-
CAA Division II  national 
tournament six of the past 
seven seasons.

The Red Hawks return 
fi ve sophomores from last 
season’s regional cham-
pions, including standout 
guards Hailey Maas and 
Kelsee Kinder, so the goals 
are high once again.

“The expectation for our 
program for the last seven 
years is always winning 
regionals, going to the na-
tional tournament, compet-
ing for a conference cham-
pionship,” LMC coach 
Jason Cooper said. “That 
is still the No. 1 goal of the 
team.”

Maas was a second-team 
NJCAA Division II All-
American and fi rst-team 
all-conference selection as 
a freshman, averaging 20.4 
points, 7.1 rebounds, 4.8 
assists and 2.3 steals per 
game.

Kinder averaged 16.1 
points per game and earned 

third team all-conference 
honors.

“It’s a luxury to have your 
starting backcourt back 
for their sophomore year,” 
Cooper said. “They’re play-
ing very well together. That 
experience is going to pay 
dividends when they start 
competing in the regular 
season.”

The other three returning 
sophomores were also regu-
lar contributors. Guard 
Shannon Dingman aver-
aged 9.7 points and earned 
honorable mention all-con-
ference honors. She’s joined 
by forwards Haley Madi-
son and Shawnee Dame.

“That’s a great core to 
come back from a very 
good season last year, mak-
ing it to the national tour-
nament,” Cooper said. “I’m 
very excited about this sea-
son.”

Cooper named freshman 
forwards Jade Mosier and 
Brooke Becker as potential 
impact newcomers. He’s 
also looking for freshman 
guard Raasheedah Harris, 
who redshirted due to inju-

By BEN SANDERS
HP Sports Writer

JUNIOR COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Postseason girls 
events have  
record attendance

Michigan High School 
Athletic Association girls 
postseason events set a re-
cord for attendance for the 
third straight school year in 
2015-16 as overall tourna-
ment attendance spiked to 
its highest total of the last 
fi ve years, the association 
announced last week in a 
news release.

Total attendance for 
2015-16 was 1,484,095 fans, 
an increase of 6.8 percent 
over the previous year. Girls 
attendance was 473,241 
fans, an increase of 10,141 
(or 2.2 percent) over the re-
cord total from 2014-15.

Boys attendance was 
1,010,854 fans, a four-year 
high helped notably by an 
increased football crowd 
last fall. Attendance is kept 
for all sports except golf, 
skiing and tennis, for which 
admission typically is not 
charged.

The third straight girls 
record showing got a boost 

from competitive cheer, 
which set an overall atten-
dance record for the 13th 
straight season with 39,906 
fans and also set attendance 
records at the fi nal (19,993) 
and district (12,867) levels.

The track and  fi eld and 
bowling tournaments, 
which include attendance 
for girls and boys events 
combined, also set over-
all records. Track and fi eld 
broke a 2011-12 record with 
37,773 fans overall and a 
regional record of 22,413, 
and bowling set an overall 
attendance record for the 
fi fth straight season with 
13,919 fans and a Regional 
record of 9,948.

Football attendance did 
rebound signifi cantly after 
a snowy opening weekend 
in 2014 resulted in the low-
est playoff attendance since 
the 256-team 11-player fi eld 
was introduced in 1999.

HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS

See LMC, page C5

See MHSAA, page C5

Al Goldis / AP

BYU quarterback Taysom Hill (7) scrambles against Michigan State’s Andrew Dowell (5) during the second quarter of Saturday’s 
game.

Maas, Kinder look to lead experienced 
Red Hawks back to nationals

Spiraling Spartans

EAST LANSING 
— Taysom Hill guided 
Brigham Young through 
the third quarter, and Ja-
maal Williams took over in 
the fourth.

W i l l i a m s 
ran for 163 
yards and two 
touchdowns, 
and BYU beat 
Michigan State 
31-14 on Satur-

day, sending the Spartans 
to their third straight loss. 
Hill ran for a touchdown 
and threw for another in 
the second half.

“I’m defi nitely not sur-
prised and I don’t think 
anybody on our team is 
surprised,” Hill said. “We 
knew we were very capable 
of playing the way that we 
did and being a good foot-
ball team. But now that we 
did that, we knew that we 
were capable of it and it’s 
given us a lot of confi dence 
moving forward and we’ll 
continue to build off of it.”

The Cougars (3-3) large-
ly shut down the Spartans 
(2-3) after Michigan State 

scored a touchdown on 
its fi rst drive. BYU trailed 
7-3 at halftime but scored 
touchdowns on all four of 
its second-half possessions 
— not including its fi nal 
drive, which consisted only 
of kneel-downs.

Hill’s 4-yard touchdown 
pass to Colby Pearson put 
the Cougars ahead, and he 
then added a 12-yard scor-
ing run early in the fourth 
quarter.

Michigan State has lost 

three in a row for the fi rst 
time since early in the 
2009 season. The Spartans 
pulled starting quarter-
back Tyler O’Connor in 
the fourth quarter and re-
placed him with Damion 
Terry. Michigan State be-

gan to move the ball on 
Terry’s fi rst drive, but an in-
terception by Michael Da-
vis ended that possession.

Spartans coach Mark 
Dantonio said he didn’t 
blame O’Connor for the 
loss, but he did not commit 
to any quarterback as the 
starter going forward.

“If you’re not productive 
and you’ve got seven points 
on the board, then you’ve 

By NOAH TRISTER 
AP Sports Writer

Terrible second 
half dooms 
MSU in its third 
straight defeat

Al Goldis / AP

Michigan State’s Gerald Holmes, right, and R.J. Shelton (12) celebrate Holmes’ rushing touch-
down against BYU during the first quarter of Saturday’s game.

See SPARTANS, page C6

Ethan Hyman / The News & Observer via AP

North Carolina State’s Jerod Fernandez (4), B.J. Hill (98) and 
Jarius Morehead (31) tackle Notre Dame running back Josh 
Adams (33) during the first half of Saturday’s game.

ND can’t beat NC State, hurricane
By JOEDY MCCREARY 
AP Sports Writer

See IRISH, page C6

N.C. State

10
Notre Dame

3

BYU

31
Michigan St.

14

Michigan-Rutgers
 Results of Saturday 

night’s Michigan-Rutgers 
football game were 
unavailable at deadline
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ry last season, to be a “huge 
offensive threat for us in the 
backcourt.”

Though he’s optimistic 
about this season, Cooper 
noted that it’s still early in 
practice and there is much 

work ahead.
“Playing as a team and 

understanding what I need 
as a coach, these young 
ladies have really stepped 
up,” Cooper said. “Right 
now we’re just trying to find 
ourselves as a team and find 
what our strengths are.”

Contact: bsanders@TheHP.com, 932-
0366, @HPBenSanders

Overall football atten-
dance jumped to a three-
year high of 389,897, a 25.4 
percent increase from the 
2014 postseason and with 
increases seen at the pre-
district, district and region-
al levels.

Ten more tournament 
series showed increases in 
total attendance over the 
2014-15 school year: gym-
nastics (2.0 percent), soft-
ball (2.8 percent), baseball 
(0.5 percent), girls swim-
ming and  diving (12.7 
percent), boys swimming 
and  diving (14.6 percent), 
boys basketball (1.5 per-
cent), girls and boys cross 
country (combined, 2.1 
percent), boys soccer (2.4 
percent), team wrestling 
(1.6 percent) and individual 
wrestling (1.7 percent) all 
saw increases in overall at-
tendance from the previous 
school year.

Volleyball fell just shy of 
equaling the previous year’s 
record, drawing 110,638 
fans, a decrease of 293 from 
the 2014 season but still the 
second-most since records 
first were kept in 1990-91. 
Volleyball did, however, 
set attendance records at 
the Regional (26,445) and 
Semifinal (4,765) levels of 
the tournament.

The boys basketball fi-
nals draw of 47,407 was a 
five-year high and a 16.9 
percent increase from 2014-
15. The girls basketball fi-
nals drew 22,301 fans, the 
most for a semifinals/finals 
weekend since 2004-05 and 
an increase of 12 percent 
over 2014-15.

Girls basketball’s overall 
tournament attendance of 
169,523 was a decrease of 
1.2 percent from 2014-15, 
but still the second-highest 
attendance for the sport 
since 2005-06.

Overall softball at-
tendance increased for 
the third straight year to 
44,515, the highest total 
since the record-setting 
spring of 1994-95.

Team wrestling regionals 
reached a seven-year high 
and individual wrestling’s 
rise was fueled by increases 
at all three levels of that 
tournament including five-
year highs at the regional 
and final levels.

The boys soccer finals 
drew 4,906 fans, the most 
for that event since 2007-08.

Coming off a record high 
in 2013-14 and then a sharp 
decrease the following year, 
the ice hockey finals re-
bounded with 10,709 fans, 
a 7.9 percent increase from 
the winter before.

—Information from the Michigan High 
School Athletic Association

HIGH SCHOOL SCOREBOARD

Volleyball

Bloomingdale Invitational
Championship match — Bangor d. 

Marcellus
Consolation match — Michigan 

Lutheran d. Colon 25-23, 25-16
Semifinals — Bangor d. Michigan 

Lutheran 25-27, 27-25, 15-8
Quarterfinals — Michigan Lutheran d. 

Gobles 25-11, 25-13.
Pool play — Michigan Lutheran 3-3.
Lutheran — Emily Witkowski 45 kills, 

5 blocks, 22 digs, 4 aces; Erika Rosen-
baum 23 kills, 1 block, 79 digs, 5 aces; 
Courtney Ritter 10 kills, 1 block, 19 digs, 
43 assists, 6 aces; Sarah Jackemeyer 
25 kills, 16 blocks, 52 digs, 7 aces; 
Mackenzie Zabel 1 kill, 1 block, 14 digs, 
36 assists; Olivia Sievert 30 digs, 13 
aces; Belle Gallagher 5 kills; Maria Rush 
2 kills, 5 blocks, 4 digs; Liza Morris 1 
kill, 8 digs.

Records — Michigan Lutheran 19-13-
7. 

Comstock Invitational
Championship — Niles d. Lakeshore 

25-17, 26-24
Semifinals — Niles d. Decatur 25-13, 

25-13
Silver bracket finals —  Kalamazoo 

Hackett d. Bridgman 25-19, 25-14
Silver bracket semifinals — Bridgman 

d. Comstock 25-19, 25-21
Pool play — Bridgman 0-2-1.
Niles — Bianca Pickens 6 aces, 30 

digs; Bella Rasler 9 aces, 46 kills, 2 
blocks, 21 digs; Lexi Smith 12 aces, 38 
kills, 3 blocks, 33 digs; Carly Barton 7 
aces, 4 blocks, 21 digs, 114 assists; Bre 
Love 1 ace, 43 digs; Nola Wallace 17 
kills, 8 blocks; Abbie Harpenau 12 kills, 
7 blocks; Megan Kohler 4 kills, 5 blocks; 
Jora Barnes 3 kills.

Bridgman — Madelyne Keller 4 aces, 
27 kills, 2 blocks, 36 digs; Haley Goff 3 
aces, 18 kills, 58 assists, 2 blocks, 41 
digs; Kelsey Gnodtke 26 kills, 13 blocks, 
10 digs; Ann Meyer 32 digs; Ava 
Schneider 7 aces, 1 kill, 41 digs; Lind-
say Warriner 1 ace, 1 assist, 34 digs; 
Amber Fleisher 3 kills, 1 assist, 16 digs; 
Lauren Keller 9 kills, 3 blocks, 4 digs; 
Julie Jasper 7 kills, 2 assists, 5 digs; 
Jada Sheriff 3 aces, 2 digs; Sydney 
Mantei 2 kills, 3 digs. 

Record — Niles 29-2-4.

Girls swimming

Bridgman and St. Joseph has 
several swimmers post state quali-
fying times  in Saturday’s MISCA 
meet.

Bridgman swimmers making the 
Division 1 state cut included the 
200 medley relay team of Lauren 
Kilgore, Lillie Orlando, Renee Veld-
man and Vanya Ruppart in 1:51.29, 
and the 200 free relay team of 
Kilgore, Macknzie Knowlton, Orlan-
do and Ruppart in 1:41.12.

Kilgore set new team records in 
the 200 individual medley (2:08.15) 
and 100 backstroke 59.23. Ruppart 
qualified in the 100 freestyle at 
53.02, and Orlando qualified in the 
100 breaststroke at 1:09.05.

Lindsay Marohn led St. 
Joseph  with Division 3  qualifying 
times in the 200 freestyle (1:59.18) 
and 100 backstroke (1:00.40). She 
also swam on two qualifying relay 

teams — the 200 medley relay 
team with Karissa White, Emma 
Schaffer and CiCi Strickler that fin-
ished in 1:56.29, and the 400 free 
relay team with Schaffer, Strickler 
and Nadia Judge that came in at 
3:49.36.

Other state qualifying times for 
the Bears were Schaffer in the 100 
butterfly (1:04.76) and White in the 
100 breaststroke (1:13.92).

Cross country

Local runners competed in Sat-
urday’s Portage Invitational.

Top local finishers were Bridg-
man’s Brian Njuguna, who came in 
second in the Division 3 boys 
race at 15:44.6, and St. Joseph’s 
Anna Fischer, who was third in the 
Div is ion 2 gir ls  race a t 
18:24.6.  Fischer’s performance 
helped the Bear girls to an 11th-
place finish as a team.

In the Division 2 boys race, South 
Haven placed 25th and St. Joseph 
27th. The Rams’ Craig Thompson 
was 34th with a 16:41.

Bangor was 16th in the Division 
3 boys race, led by Justin Smith’s 
11th-place finish in 16:35. Waterv-
liet’s Jobe Kerr was 19th in 16:44 
and Bridgman’s Kole Hanke was 
37th in 17:01.4. Bridgman was 
23rd as a team and Watervliet 24th.

The top area Division 4 boys fin-
isher was New Buffalo’s Parker 
DePalma in 16th at 17:19.6. River 
Valley’s Jessie Rieth led local Divi-
sion 4 girls, finishing 27th in 
21:13.9.

Football
Friday’s results

BIRMINGHAM BROTHER RICE 14, 
LAKESHORE 0

Lakeshore 0 0 0 0 — 0
Brother Rice 0 7 0 7 — 7

Second quarter
Marcellus Gaines 1 run (Quinton Kulak kick), 
9:37.

Fourth quarter
Matthew Jordan 28 pass from Greg Piscopink 
(Kulak kick), 11:48.

Team statistics
 L BR
First downs 4 11
Total net yards 83 188
Rushes-yards 20-41 39-98
Passing yards 42 90
Comp-Att-Int 3-18-0 9-12-0
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 0-0
Penalties-Yards 5-57 11-143
Punts-Avg. 10-33.2 7-34.9

Individual statistics
Rushing — Lakeshore: Logan Adams 5-30, 
Dustin Vandeventer 5-22. Brother Rice: 
Gaines 15-60, Jack Moran 8-34.
Passing — Lakeshore: Joel Brawley 3-17-0 
42. Brother Rice: Piscopink 9-12-0 90.
Receiving — Lakeshore: Adams 1-20. 
Brother Rice: Jordan 6-34.
Records — Lakeshore 4-3, Brother Rice 4-3.

DOWAGIAC 37, STURGIS 0

 D S
First downs 14 3
Total net yards 269 49
Rushing yards 257 13
Passing yards 12 36
Individual statistics
Rushing — Dowagiac: Erik Walker 7-104, H. 
Ayers 10-37, B. Dudley 5-34, S. White 4-30, 
S. Sirk 3-29.
Passing — Dowagiac: B. Dudley 1-10-0 6.
Complete results unavailable

By HP STAFF

MHSAA
From page C1
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From page C1

Nam Y. Huh / AP

Chicago’s Javier Baez (9) hits a home run in the eighth inning of Friday’s game against San Francisco.

Versatility leads to roster 
flexibility for playoff teams

CHICAGO — Sometimes Javier 
Baez knows ahead of time where he 
is playing. Sometimes he finds out 
when he arrives at the ballpark.

Baez takes it all in stride. After all, 
his quick hands and athleticism go 
with him wherever he plays.

“I always come ready to be out 
there,” Baez said.

The versatility and can-do attitude 
of the 23-year-old Baez played a ma-
jor role in the Chicago Cubs’ major 
league-leading 103 wins this year, 
helping clear the way for the team to 
carry three catchers and providing 
manager Joe Maddon with seem-
ingly endless possibilities for his de-
fensive alignments.

He started at second in Game 1 
of the NL Division Series on Friday 
night and homered in the eighth in-
ning, sending Chicago to a 1-0 vic-
tory over the San Francisco Giants.

The NL West champion Los An-
geles Dodgers have a multitalented 
player in veteran Howie Kendrick, 
and the Cleveland Indians, win-
ners of the AL Central, played Jose 
Ramirez at four different spots this 
year. The Boston Red Sox used 
Brock Holt all over the field on their 
way to the AL East crown.

The concept of a utilityman, a 
player who keeps several gloves in his 
locker and is ready to go anywhere in 
a pinch, has been around for a long 
time. But major league teams appear 
to be emphasizing more positional 
versatility up and down the roster, 
and this year’s playoffs include a 
handful of prominent examples.

“It’s an important consideration 
for us,” Indians president Chris An-
tonetti said. “What we try to do is 
plan for different things that might 
happen over the course of the year. 
If guys don’t perform, if  you have 
injuries, who is going to be the re-
placement for that player? So, we go 
through literally the entire roster, ev-
erybody on the field, all the pitchers, 
if  this happens, then what? And ver-

satility helps you plan for that.
“So, a guy like Jose, who had the 

ability to not only play all the infield 
positions, but demonstrated an abil-
ity to go out to the outfield, that’s im-
mensely helpful as you plan a team, 
because he can cover you in so many 
places.”

Baez was selected by Chicago with 
the ninth overall pick in the 2011 
amateur draft and came up through 
the minors as a shortstop. But the 
Cubs also have Addison Russell at 
that spot, so the team used Baez at 
several different positions to get him 
on the field.

With his strong arm, quick feet 
and great hands, Baez might be Chi-
cago’s best defender at third, second 
and shortstop. He also made two 
starts at first this year. Oh, and he hit 
.273 with 14 homers and 59 RBIs in 
142 games.

“At first it was (hard) because I 
wasn’t used to some positions, but 
that’s why we work in spring training 
and now I’m used to it,” Baez said.

Maddon is a big believer in versa-
tility. He also has jack-of-all-trades 
Ben Zobrist, who played for Mad-
don with Tampa Bay and signed 
with the Cubs in the offseason, and 
Kris Bryant, the front-runner for NL 
MVP who started at third, first, left 
and right this year.

“A lot of times you get a kid like 
that’ll come up and everybody says 
‘You got to put him at one position 
or else you’re going to stifle his devel-
opment.’ I never understood that,” 
Maddon said. “I think you give a 
guy a chance to play multiple posi-
tions and he gets in the lineup more 
often, that’s what happens.”

Maddon realizes Baez has special 
gifts.

“He is unusual. I mean there’s not 
many kids that age that can play a va-
riety of different positions as well as 
he does,” Maddon said last month. 

“Again, slow motor, in a sense, he 
doesn’t get all hyped up about things. 
Extremely accurate, strong arm. Un-
believable hands and the willingness 
to do it. Not every team has one of 
those.”

The Dodgers also have one in the 
33-year-old Kendrick, who made 
at least seven starts this year at sec-
ond, third, first and left field. Ken-
drick played alongside Chone Fig-
gins when he broke into the majors 
in 2006 with the Angels, and he got 
some advice from the utilityman that 
stays with him to this day.

“Just go out and see what you can 
do,” Kendrick said when asked what 
Figgins told him. “If they ask you if  
you can play somewhere, try it out 
and see how you like it. But never 
really give them an answer like ‘No.’ 
You just say, ‘Hey, sure, I can try it.’ 
If  it works, it works.”

Like Maddon, Kendrick thinks 
positional versatility is only going to 
become more important.

“Essentially, one player becomes 
like four players, without having to 
burn multiple people,” he said. “The 
game nowadays, that’s where it’s at 
— utility guys.”

The Indians played without All-
Star outfielder Michael Brantley 
for much of the year due to a right 
shoulder injury, and Ramirez helped 
make up for his absence by batting 
.312 with 11 homers and 76 RBIs 
while mostly seeing time at third and 
in left.

Ramirez started at third in Cleve-
land’s first two playoff games against 
Boston and went 4 for 7 as the Indi-
ans took a 2-0 lead in the best-of-five 
ALDS.

“I think the way we’re constructed 
we need to have versatility, because 
if  somebody gets hurt or we need to 
be able to maximize our roster, with 
guys like Mike Aviles a couple of 
years ago, and certainly Jose now, it 
allows us if  there’s an injury to move 
him,” manager Terry Francona said. 
“Also to create platoon advantages 
when we want to. And it has helped 
us enormously.”

By JAY COHEN 
AP Sports Writer Giants-Cubs

Results of Saturday night’s NLDS 
Game 2 were unavailable at deadline.

Dodgers-Nationals Game 2 rained out Saturday

WASHINGTON — 
Long after the concourses 
emptied, the sky cleared up 
as the tarp still covered the 
field. Game 2 of the NL 
Division Series between 
the Washington Nationals 
and Los Angeles Dodgers 
still had to wait.

Major League Baseball 
postponed the Dodgers-
Nationals game until Sun-
day at 1:08 p.m. because it 
expected the rain that fell 
throughout the morning 
and afternoon to continue 
well into the night.

The teams were sched-
uled for a 4:08 p.m. first 
pitch Saturday. But rain 
that intensified as Hurri-
cane Matthew moved up 
the coast and a forecast of 
“100 percent certainty” for 
precipitation until at least 
8 p.m. forced the decision, 
Commissioner Rob Man-
fred said.

“We hate to cancel,” said 
Manfred, who arrived Sat-

urday afternoon after a 
flight from New York. “We 
hate to make travel worse 
on the players than it was 
originally intended to be. 
But it just doesn’t look like 
we’re going to have a situa-
tion that would be safe for 
the players to play.”

Rain stopped falling at 
Nationals Park around 4 
p.m., about an hour after 
the decision was made to 
postpone the game. Rain 
was scheduled to resume 
in the early evening.

LA leads the best-of-five 
series 1-0 after a 4-3 vic-
tory Friday night.

Manfred said he expect-
ed the weather to be better 
Sunday at Nationals Park 
and hopes to be “in a sun-
ny period.” It’s supposed 
to be 61 degrees and windy 
around game time.

Left-hander Rich Hill 
(12-5, 2.12 ERA) will start 
for the Dodgers against 
right-hander Tanner 
Roark (16-10, 2.83). Man-
fred said the rest of  the se-
ries will proceed as sched-

uled with Game 3 Monday 
afternoon at Dodger Sta-
dium, as the rain wiped 
out the travel day to the 
West Coast.

The postponement 
means the teams will have 
to play and fly Sunday.

“We do East-West travel 
like this during the regu-
lar season,” Manfred said. 
“It’s not ideal but doable.”

It’s expected to be Dodg-
ers righty Kenta Maeda 
against Nationals lefty 
Gio Gonzalez in Game 3. 
LA manager Dave Rob-
erts said lefty Julio Urias 
would start Game 4, if  
necessary, which would 
leave ace Clayton Kershaw 
available for a possible 
Game 5.

STICKING WITH 
ESPINOSA

Nationals manager 
Dusty Baker stuck with 
Danny Espinosa on his 
initial Game 2 lineup de-
spite the shortstop going 0 
for 3 with three strikeouts 
in Game 1. Asked why he 
continues to play Espino-

sa, Baker was blunt.
“Well, who else do I 

have?” Baker said. If  “you 
can give me somebody bet-
ter, then I can play some-
body instead of him. Cer-
tain times you have certain 
people on your team and 
that’s what you’ve got. 
Now, my job is to hopeful-
ly get the most out of them 
and make them better.”

BLISTERS IN THE 
SUN

The blister issues Hill has 
been dealing with make it 
unlikely he’d be able to 
come back for a poten-
tial Game 5 on short rest, 
Roberts said. That means 
the Dodgers won’t try to 
push Kershaw to pitch on 
short rest in Game 4.

“We’ve been very cau-
tious up to this point,” 
Roberts said. “That’s a 
variable that is kind of 
start to start, and we’ll see 
how he is.”

Hill wasn’t worried 
about the blisters in wet 
weather, either, which now 
won’t be a concern.

By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Sports Writer

Let us help you clear out  
your crawl space.

To place a classified ad in The Herald-Palladium,  
please call 429-4484. Phones are open 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 

Mondays through Fridays.


