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The last place – and I do mean 
the very last place – any can-

didate wants to be is in the frame 
with Anthony Weiner.

This is especially true if you’re 
Hillary Clinton.

Even worse than being asso-
ciated with the infamous sexter 
this week is being FBI Director 
James Comey, the least-envied 
man in America.

Not long ago, Comey was be-
loved by Democrats and reviled 
by Republicans 
for his decision 
not to recom-
mend charges 
against Clinton, 
despite her ex-
treme carelessness 
with a few clas-
sifi ed documents 
through the use 
of her private 
email server. Today, he is vilifi ed 
by Democrats and celebrated by 
Republicans for his disclosure to 
Congress that new emails pos-
sibly relevant to the agency’s in-
vestigation have been found, of 
all places, on Weiner’s laptop.

Politics, in other words, con-
tinues to happen.

Stepping back for the Repub-
lican long view, this isn’t just 
a case of a wife, Clinton aide 
Huma Abedin, possibly using 
her husband’s laptop to send 
emails to her boss. This is a case 
of potentially classifi ed docu-
ments pertaining to the secretary 

of state’s business being found 
on the personal computer of an 
individual whose mental state is 
questionable. Even little-known 
Republican Vladimir Putin must 
be reaching for the Purell.

Oh, for the days of amateur 
burglars and profanity in the 
Oval.

No one seems to know what’s 
in the emails, but this is beside 
the point to Republican minds. 
Perhaps more troubling still is 
the fact that FBI investigators 
apparently have known about 
these emails for several weeks, 
but didn’t give Comey a full 
briefi ng until last week.

Despite being an inch away 
from Election Day, Comey de-
cided to tell Congress about the 
“new” emails, probably in the in-
terest of self-preservation. If he 
had waited until after the elec-
tion, and the emails contained 
information that might have 
helped put Trump in the White 
House, then Republicans likely 
would have dropped a dead 
chicken on Comey’s porch.

Yet, without knowing what’s 
in the emails, Comey has created 
enough suspicion to potentially 
hurt Clinton’s chances. Compli-
cating matters, Comey allegedly 
expressed concern about fi nger-
ing Russia for trying to infl uence 
American politics because of the 
election. But, he showed no such 
concern about the latest emails 
so close to Election Day. Double 

standard? Poor judgment?
Or, is it can’t win for losing? 

Unlike the orangutan swinging 
from the chandelier and singing, 
“Winning, winning, winning!” 
Donald Trump is the happi-
est (alleged) crotch-grabber on 
the continent. Depending on 
the poll, he’s either ahead by a 
point, tied, consistently below 
Clinton or, if you average them 
all together, a mere four points 
behind the pantsuited lady in 
red.

Here he was only a few days 
shy of calling the election rigged 
and, voila (or however you say it 
in Russian), here comes another 
batch of email – and ypa! – on 
Weiner’s laptop to boot. Further 
gratifying was that Trump long 
ago aired concerns about Abe-
din sharing state secrets with her 
husband.

Whether the contents of those 
emails are of any importance re-
mains to be seen, though appar-
ently not until after the election. 
And, lest Trumpsters spit their 
tobacco on my cute shoes, let 
the record show that Trump only 
said his celebrity entitled him to 
seize women’s nethers, but he 
obviously thought it was a fi ne 
thing to say.

Also, one cannot fail to note 
that in the minds of many mil-
lions, there are worse things.

One worse thing is the very 
idea of Weiner perusing his 
wife’s and Clinton’s correspon-

dence, imaginably during a 
break from making a Snapchat 
of his own nethers.

Substantively, it may mean 
nothing, but Weiner offends 
diseases. Adultery is one thing. 
Having illicit thoughts, as Jimmy 
Carter once confessed to Play-
boy magazine, is almost ador-
able. But exposing yourself to 
women in the juvenile pursuit of 
virtual titillation crosses a line.

The subliminal effect of a 
Clinton-Weiner connection falls 
into the category of worst-case 
scenarios, not least because it 
triggers memories that lead in-
evitably to her own “connoiter-
er-in chief.” And to think, all 
Hillary ever wanted was to save 
women and children from men 
such as these.

Ironically, the man she re-
placed in the Senate, Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan, was fore-
shadowing today’s rock bottom 
when he observed that America 
was defi ning deviancy down. 
Though it would be unfair to 
lump Hillary Clinton with the 
rest of this bunch, it has never 
been truer that you are judged 
by the company you keep.

For her forbearance, as well as 
her lack of forthrightness, losing 
on Election Day 2016 could be 
Hillary’s ultimate Trump-up-
Pence.

Kathleen Parker is a columnist for The Wash-
ington Post. Her email is: kathleenparker@
washpost.com.

In deciding to tell Congress about a 
new trove of emails that may or may 

not contain classifi ed information 
and may or may not relate to Hillary 
Clinton, FBI Director James Comey 
broke Justice Department protocol 
both by releasing information close 
to an election and by revealing details 
of an ongoing investigation. It was a 
“stunning breach of protocol,” for-
mer Attorney General Eric Holder 
dutifully insisted.

Tim Kaine invoked 
protocol more than a 
half-dozen times Sun-
day in his interview 
with ABC’s George 
Stephanopoulos. “It 
is just extremely puz-
zling,” the Democratic 
vice presidential nomi-
nee said. “Why would 
you break these two 
protocols?”

“Puzzled” was the runner-up word 
of the weekend; Kaine used it re-
peatedly, as did Clinton’s campaign 
manager Robby Mook. “We are so 
puzzled right now,” Mook told NBC’s 
Chuck Todd.

Well, let’s try to solve this riddle. 
Comey’s regrettable decision is much 
easier to understand once you realize 
it is one small piece of the larger puz-
zle. He made a bad choice – though 
probably the least bad choice of those 
available to him – precisely because all 
of the relevant actors in this sordid 
mess have been breaking protocol for 
years.

Clinton broke all kinds of protocol 
by setting up her stealth server and 
then lying about it not only in public 
but also, I would argue, to Congress. 
She broke protocol when her aides 
smashed phones with a hammer and 
erased emails – offi cial government 
records – after they were subject to a 
congressional subpoena.

Bill Clinton broke protocol when 
he met with Attorney General Loret-
ta Lynch in secret while his wife was 
still under investigation by the FBI. 
Lynch, smarting from her breach of 
protocol with the former president, 
widened the breach by refusing to re-
cuse herself and investing instead in 
the FBI director the authority to de-
cide whether or not to prosecute Hill-
ary Clinton.

President Obama broke protocol 
when he told “60 Minutes” that Clin-
ton – with whom he had corresponded 
over an unsecure email channel – did 
nothing to endanger national security 
long before the investigation was even 
concluded.

And, of course, the Democratic 
Party broke not a formal protocol but 
one hell of a rule of thumb by nomi-
nating a woman who carries more 
baggage than the cargo hold of the 
Queen Mary.

“There is a very good argument – 
I would say, an irrefutable argument 
– that Comey should never have pro-
nounced that the Clinton emails inves-
tigation was closed (in fact, it would 
have been appropriate if he had made 
no public statement about the inves-
tigation at all),” Andrew McCarthy, 
a former federal prosecutor, writes in 
National Review. “But having made 
that pronouncement – which, again, 
Mrs. Clinton was thankful to have 
and which she has ceaselessly exploit-
ed – he was obliged by law-enforce-
ment principles to amend it when it 
was no longer true.”

And that gets to the heart of it. 
Comey by his own hand, as well 
as with the encouragement of the 
Obama administration, the media 
and the Clinton Industrial Complex, 
found himself perched atop an enor-
mous mountain of crap. Any effort to 
get off the fetid summit was bound to 
leave him soiled.

That is what the Clintons do. They 
do not care about the breach of pro-
tocol, only the reach of protocol. 
Everyone should be sticklers for the 
rules, except the Clintons and their 
henchmen. That was the story of the 
Bill Clinton administration, from the 
fi ring of the White House travel offi ce 
through the numerous money-raising 
scandals, the impeachment drama 
and the president’s disastrous last-
minute pardons.

They force their allies to sell off bits 
and pieces of their credibility defend-
ing the indefensible, while insisting 
their critics are the only ones with bad 
motives. Already, the word has gone 
forth that Comey’s reputation must 
be destroyed to protect what’s left of 
Clinton’s, even though she is the au-
thor of her own travails.

We knew it was coming when Clin-
ton said Friday night that Comey sent 
his letter to the “Republican members 
of the House.” That was a distortion. 
He sent it to the relevant chairs, plus 
the relevant ranking Democrats. But 
that is standard protocol in Clinton 
world: Destroy the messenger.

Jonah Goldberg is an editor-at-large of National 
Review Online. His email is: JonahsColumn@aol.com.

The word of the 
weekend was 

‘protocol’

LMC is a community partner 
that merits your support

Editor,
No other educational organi-

zation in our area epitomizes the 
meaning of partnership better 
than Lake Michigan College.

LMC has a long history of 
working with its K-12 school dis-
trict partners to provide oppor-
tunities for all students to be suc-
cessful on their journey toward 
career and college readiness. The 
recently established 5th Year 
Early Middle College program 
is just another example of this 
valued partnership. Students can 
get a head start on college and 
in life by earning an associate’s 
degree or certifi cate for free while 
still in high school. Students take 
some college classes during their 
junior and senior years and then 
attend college full-time during 
“grade 13.”

By starting college while in 
high school, students can cut 
their college tuition costs in 
half. The renovations, operating 
equipment replacement, energy 
effi ciency improvements and 
Mendel Center upgrades will 
benefi t our students and com-
munities for years to come. It’s a 
partnership like this that makes 
supporting LMC’s capital mill-
age proposal the obvious choice.

Please join me by voting “yes” 
on Nov. 8.

Kevin Ivers
Superintendent
Berrien RESA

McKay’s work on Noble 
case was extraordinary

Editor,
In August of 2002, Roberta 

and Carlin Noble were brutally 
murdered in their Van Buren 
County home. Two of the three 
suspects who took part in the 
killings were put on trial, con-
victed and sent to prison for the 
heinous act, but the third suspect 
was not. Timothy Andrews, who 
later confessed to being present 
at the time of the murders and to 
setting the Noble’s home on fi re 
to cover up the crime, had not 
been brought to justice for what 
he did. After taking part in the 
killings of two innocent people, 
Timothy Andrews was sent to 
prison only for perjury. With a 
parole date fast approaching, 
I brought the case to Assistant 
Prosecutor Mike McKay in 
2014.

This case could not go un-
done. Roberta and Carlin were 
good people, innocent people. 
They were killed in a very brutal 
way. I made a promise that I 
would see their case through and 
get justice for them. When I saw 
that he could be released from 
prison, I brought the case to 
Mike McKay. I knew that if the 
case could be prosecuted, Mike 
had the fortitude to get it done.

After months of work and 
further investigation, Mike 
decided the case was still strong 
enough, even after over a decade 
had passed, to charge Andrews 
for his role in the killings. The 

Noble’s surviving son wanted 
to see justice for his parents. 
He also hoped that Andrews 
would stay in prison for at least 
10 more years – another decade 
that they wouldn’t have to think 
about him walking the streets.

On June 5, 2015, Mike got 
Timothy Andrews convicted of 
murder in the second degree and 
was sentenced to 23 years in pris-
on. He will be nearly 70 years 
old before he can be released.

That was an important case – 
for the Noble’s, their family, and 
for our community. I can’t say 
how much I appreciate Mike’s 
work on the Noble case. Mike 
McKay would be an excellent 
judge for Van Buren County. 
He is fair, compassionate and 
has the right priorities. With 
his experience outside of the 
courtroom, he has the right tools 
for the job.

Thomas Verberg
Police Chief

Lawton

Upton has shown he gets 
work done in Congress

Editor, 
We need representatives in 

Congress who want to get some-
thing done, people who actually 
want to do the hard work of 
governing and fi nding solutions. 
We certainly have one running 
for Congress.

Fred Upton offers common-
sense solutions and is willing to 
work with the other party to get 
something done.

From helping clean up the 
Great Lakes to the fi rst new en-
ergy bill in more than a decade, 
to his life-saving 21st Century 
Cures bill – Fred gets stuff done. 
Let’s get this election over with 
and send Fred back for another 
term so he can do what he does 
best – get the job done for us.

Carol Weller
St. Joseph

Upton has proven that 
he’s a hard worker

Editor,
As a child, I was always taught 

that the worst thing you can be 
called is “lazy.” Midwestern and 
lazy just don’t go together.

There is considerable value in 
a strong work ethic, and I’m here 
to tell you, Fred Upton not only 
has the work ethic, he also has 
the diligence and perseverance 
to move things forward and get 
things done. Fred’s common-
sense approach and strong work 
ethic is exactly what is needed to 
get the job done in Washington. 
I may not agree with him on 
every issue, but knowing that we 
have a congressman who is one 
of the hardest working elected 
offi cials in the country – that’s 
someone I can support.

On Nov. 8, I’ll be voting for 
Fred Upton. I hope you join me! 

Teri Cooper
St. Joseph

Mitchell is great choice   
for VB County clerk

Editor,
The election on Nov. 8 gives 

us a choice to elect a person of 
principle and dedication to our 
county and local community.

I am voting Aaron Mitchell 
for county clerk. Aaron has 
experience with different levels 
of local government, as deputy 
clerk for Antwerp Township, 
manager and clerk/ treasurer for 
Decatur. Aaron is active as an 
elder with Red Arrow Ministries, 
and he serves as vice president 
of the Paw Paw school board. 
Aaron’s experience and involve-
ment in these organizations gives 
him the connection to the people 
of our county. Vote for Aaron 
Mitchell for county clerk Nov. 8.

Phil Tarchala
Paw Paw

Seats already working to 
reduce crime and save lives

Editor,
The Sept. 27 article, “Reduc-

ing crime, saving lives” highlight-
ing the Swift and Sure Drug 
Court program, speaks to the 
work of County Commissioner 
Marletta Seats, candidate for 
79th District state representative.

To know Marletta Seats is to 
know her passion for encour-
aging addicts to redirect their 
lives. Marletta has facilitated the 
Fresh Start Jail program since 
2008. As a six-year member of 
the Victim Services Unit (VSU) 
she has been one of our county’s 
leading public servant advocates 
for addicts and their families 
– long before opioid addiction 
became the trendy issue with 
which to align politically.

Serving as our elected state 
representative, Marletta will 
enlist the resources and relation-
ships she has already established 
with local professionals, and 
state and regional agencies to 
effectively achieve her agenda to 
“reduce crime and save lives.”

Marletta has a history of 
public safety service – not just 
promoting it, but working on the 
front line from the public sec-
tor. She was present during the 
courthouse event through VSU 
and the Berrien County Sher-
riff’s Department and has served 
in this community capacity some 
40 years. She has also directed 
youth programs, and the Say No 
to Drugs in schools.

Marletta comes from a family 
of law enforcement offi cers, 
which include state troopers and 
the fi rst black chief of police in 
Michigan. Her family has both 
supported and served as law 
enforcement in this state, which 
drives Marletta beyond enforc-
ing public safety to also ensuring 
the safety of the offi cer. She sup-
ports all law enforcement events 
and knows and respects good 
law enforcement.

This is a mere snippet of 
Marletta Seats’ qualifi cations 
for state offi ce. Her years of ex-
perience in working with public 
safety and the Berrien County 
court system is just one of her 
many public service accomplish-
ments which exactly qualifi es 
her to be the 79th District’s next 
representative in Lansing.

Thank you for your vote for 
Marletta Seats for state represen-
tative.

Jacquie Blackwell
Bridgman
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