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U.S. Rep. Fred Upton, center, celebrates the Chicago Cubs’ World Series win as well as his own election victory during an election 
night party Tuesday night at The Inn at Harbor Shores. 

Upton downs Clements again

ST. JOSEPH — There 
was no confetti or balloons 
that rained down from the 
ceiling, but Fred Upton 
celebrated the only way he 
knew how.

In the moments after 
the Republican incumbent 
discovered he would serve 
his 16th consecutive term 
as the 6th District congres-
sional representative, Up-
ton began pulling several 
people up on stage next to 
him in thanks.

Upton, R-St. Joseph, 
received an overwhelming 
amount of the  vote Tues-
day night to overtake Dem-
ocratic challenger Paul Cle-
ments for a second time. 
It was unclear what per-
centage  Clements received 
among the six counties that 
make up the 6th District, as 
districts were still reporting 
past midnight. However, 
there was a large enough 
margin for the Associated 
Press to call the race in fa-
vor of Upton by 10:30 p.m.

“When you have a victo-
ry of margin like this, you 
have to thank the voters,” 
Upton said to a round of 
applause. At one point in 
the night, Upton was lead-
ing by more than 30 points. 

“We’re going to listen, 
we’re going to react, and 
we’re going to help people 
in very of our district to 
improve their quality of 
life.”

With hundreds of people 
packing a conference room 
on the second floor of the 
Inn at Harbor Shores, Up-
ton and his wife, Amey, 
made their way onto the 
room’s platform as a live 
band played the theme song 
of “Ghostbusters.” The 
63-year-old gave thanks for 
begin given another two-
year term in Congress.

Upton, who has become 
known for his bipartisan 
efforts, told his constitu-
ents that gathered at his 
general election party that 

he will continue to work 
with both parties.

He shared the room with 
other candidates in con-
tention, which included 
Kim LaSata and Dave Pa-
gel. After Upton brought 
his support staff on stage 
for recognition – which 
seemed like half the room – 
the congressman addressed 
the presidential race that 
continued to unfold.

“This really does set the 
stage for what we need 
to do,” Upton said mo-
ments after recognizing 
the Chicago Cubs’ World 
Series performance. “We 
will have a new president, 
but our country is in dire 

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Incumbent continues 
6th District  
congressional reign

Too close 
to call

WASHINGTON — 
Donald Trump captured 
crucial victories over Hill-
ary Clinton Tuesday night 
in Florida, Ohio and North 
Carolina, showing remark-
able strength in three of the 
nation’s most fiercely fought 
battleground states in an 
unexpectedly tight race for 
the presidency.

Clinton carried Virginia, 
Colorado and California. 
Her campaign had expected 
easy victories there, but the 
states took on new urgency 
as Trump picked up votes 
elsewhere. With a handful of 
other battleground states still 
undecided, neither candidate 
had cleared the 270 Electoral 
College votes needed to win 
the White House.

The uncertainty sent Dow 

futures and Asian markets 
tumbling, reflecting investor 
concern over what a Trump 
presidency might mean for 
the economy and trade.

As Clinton’s team anx-
iously waited for results to 
roll in, the candidate tweet-
ed to supporters, “Whatever 
happens tonight, thank you 
for everything.”

Clinton, a fixture in 
American politics for de-
cades, was hoping to be-
come the first woman to 
serve as commander in 
chief. She faced stiff compe-
tition from Trump, the bil-
lionaire businessman who 
tapped into a searing strain 
of economic populism.

Trump picked up a num-
ber of reliably Republican 
states, while Clinton won in 
Democratic territory. But 
the race was to be deter-
mined by fewer than a dozen 
competitive states where the 
candidates spent millions of 
dollars and much of the fall 
wooing voters.

By JULIE PACE  
and ROBERT FURLOW 
Associated Press

Trump, Clinton wait 
for final results from 
battleground states

LaSata tops Seats in 79th House race

In the race for the 79th 
House seat between Re-
publican Kim LaSata and 
Democrat Marletta Seats, 
one was going to make his-
tory as the district’s first 
woman representative.

LaSata, a fifth-grade 
social studies teacher at 
Lake Michigan Catholic 
Elementary School, earned 
that place in the history 
books Tuesday, garnering 
19,427 votes, at 59 percent, 
to the 12,117, or 39 percent, 
received by Seats, with all 
35 precincts reporting. U.S. 
Taxpayers Party candidate 
Carl Oehling received 978 
votes, or 2 percent of the 
total.

“All I can guarantee is 
that I will listen, that I will 
work hard, and that I will 
always remember my con-
stituents and I’ll always be 
there for my community,” 
LaSata said in her victory 
speech at a GOP gather-
ing at The Inn at Harbor 
Shores.

She was joined by her 
husband, Charles, a former 
79th House member and 

currently a Berrien County 
judge.

“You’re getting a smart-
er, harder-working, and 
better-looking represen-
tative than when I was 
there,” he said, as well as 
the 69th’s first woman rep-
resentative in the 180-year 
history of  the Michigan 

legislature.
Seats has been a Berrien 

County commissioner for 
District 3 in Benton Town-
ship for 12 years, before 
deciding this year to seek 
higher office.

The LaSatas have four 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Becomes first 
woman elected to 
represent district

LMC question lingers

BENTON HARBOR 
— Lake Michigan College’s 
10-year, 0.48-mill capital 
millage ballot proposal re-
sult ended up in a real cliff-
hanger – just like Tuesday’s 
presidential race.

Results for LMC’s bal-
lot proposal were too close 
to call, at press time – with 
25,327 voting “yes,” and 
25,237 voting “no,” with 61 
out of 70 precints report-
ing, according to the Ber-
rien County Clerk’s Office.

The capital millage re-
quest marked the first one 
that LMC had sought in its 
history. LMC currently lev-
ies an operating millage of 
1.78 mills.

The approximate impact 

of the capital millage, if  it 
passes, amounts to $2 more 
per month – or an addition-
al $24 per year – in property 
taxes for a homeowner with 
a home valued at $100,000, 
according to the college.

Approval of the millage 
would allow LMC to raise 
about $40.3 million for im-
provements and energy effi-
ciencies, modernized class-
rooms, safety and security 
improvements, and Student 
Support Services area im-
provements, on all of its 
campuses.

The college also expected 
to use $7.5 million that it’s 
collected from a communi-
ty-wide capital campaign, 
and $8.5 million in state 
grants, and other invest-
ments, to help complete the 
projects.

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent
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Kim LaSata speaks to supporters after winning the 79th District seat during an election night party 
Tuesday night at The Inn at Harbor Shores. LaSata, a Republican, collected 59 percent of the vote 
against Democrat Marletta Seats. She will be the first woman to represent the 79th District.

Hopes wane for Dems 
as night wears on

BENTON HARBOR — 
As election results rolled in 
Tuesday night, it was stand-
ing room only at the Livery 
in Benton Harbor, where 
local Democrats have his-
torically gathered on elec-
tion night.

At the beginning of the 
night, several people said 
they expected Democratic 
nominee Hillary Clinton 
to win by a landslide. But, 
as the night wore on, it be-
came apparent that was not 
going to happen.

“I’m gravely concerned at 
the moment,” said Eric Les-
ter, chairman of the Berrien 
County Democratic Party, 

around 10:45  p.m. “I had 
high hopes that (Clinton) 
would win.”

He said he thought Wis-
consin and Michigan would 
be easily won by Clinton. 
Instead, at press time, both 
states were undecided and 
leaning towards Trump.

Those present cheered 
every time Clinton was 

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer How you voted

 Clinton Trump
Berrien 42% 58%
58 of 77 precincts reporting

Cass 33.6% 66.4%
17 of 22 precincts reporting

Van Buren 43% 57%
24 of 33 precincts reporting

How you voted
Kim LaSata 59%
Marletta Seats 39%
Carl Oehling 2%
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