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ST. JOSEPH — St. Jo-
seph’s next public safety 
director has worn many 
hats, with law enforcement, 
firefighting and emergency 
medical responder experi-
ence, as well as extensive 
administrative experience.

On Monday, commis-
sioners approved City 
Manager John Hodgson’s 
recommendation to hire 
Brian Uridge, a 23-year vet-
eran of the Kalamazoo De-
partment of Public Safety, 
as its public safety director. 
He succeeds Mark Clapp, 

who retired 
in April after 
25 years with 
the depart-
ment and 15 
as chief.

U r i d g e 
said he was 
“ h u m b l e d 
and hon-

ored” to be selected. “My 
first job is very simple. It 
is to earn the trust of the 
community, to earn the 
trust of the officers, and to 
earn your trust as well.”

Despite his background 
in public safety, Uridge 
acknowledged that he will 
need to learn how the St. 
Joseph department works 
and what the community 
needs. 

Uridge will earn $95,000 
a year.

Hodgson said he was im-

pressed by Uridge’s humili-
ty and that he recognizes he 
will need to learn from the 
department and the com-
munity.

Noting Uridge’s  exten-
sive administrative experi-
ence, including a master’s 
degree in public administra-
tion, Hodgson also recom-
mended that he be appoint-
ed assistant city manager, 
to act as the city’s leader in 
the city manager’s absence. 

Uridge, 49, of Plainwell, 
was one of more than 30 
applicants for the position 
of public safety director, 
and one of five finalists 
interviewed. The public 
safety director and assis-
tant city manager are both 
appointed by the city man-
ager, with the approval of 
commissioners.

Uridge was with the Ka-

lamazoo Department of 
Public Safety from 1990 to 
2013, rising to the position 
of assistant chief of opera-
tions, overseeing the largest 
fully integrated police, fire 
and EMS organization in 
the U.S., with 287 employ-
ees and a $34 million an-
nual budget. As assistant 
chief, he was in charge of 
criminal investigations, nar-
cotics enforcement and fire-
fighting operations.

St. Joseph’s public safety 
director oversees law en-
forcement and firefight-
ing, with deputy directors 
supervising each division. 
The city created its public 
safety department in 2012, 
cross-training police of-
ficers to assist at fires. The 
city expects to eventually 
have a fully integrated safe-
ty department as full-time 

firefighters retire and are 
replaced with public safety 
officers.

Uridge  is a certified fire-
fighter training instructor, 
a lieutenant firefighter with 
the Plainwell Township Fire 
Department, and a licensed 
medical first responder.

In an interview prior to 
the meeting, Uridge said 
the most important aspect 
of making a multi-disci-
plinary safety department 
work is ongoing trainers for 
officers.

While with the Kalama-
zoo force, Uridge  earned 
numerous honors, includ-
ing the Medal of Valor in 
1997 and the Professional 
Excellence Award on three 
occasions.

From 2013 to 2016 
Uridge was director of se-
curity services for Spectrum 

Health in Grand Rapids, 
supervising a staff of 200. 
His most recent position is 
project director for CSM/
Compliance One Group, a 
security training and con-
sulting group focusing on 
health care and corporate 
security.

In addition to his master’s 
degree from Western Mich-
igan University, Uridge has 
a bachelor’s degree in crimi-
nal justice from Ferris State 
University, and has trained 
with the U.S. Secret Service 
and the FBI.

Uridge expects to start 
his new job next week. He 
and his wife, Sandy, have a 
14-year-old daughter. The 
family enjoys going to the 
beach, skiing and snowmo-
biling.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Ex-Kalamazoo officer 
‘humbled and  
honored’ by selection

New public safety director on board

Don Campbell / HP staff

Dana Perino, co-host of the Fox News show “The Five” and a former White House press sec-
retary, addresses The Economic Club of Southwestern Michigan on Monday at Lake Michigan 
College.

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Fox News commenta-
tor Dana Perino was just as 
surprised as anyone while 
watching  last week’s presi-
dential election results un-
fold.

“Six months ago I 
wouldn’t have believed you” 
if  you told me the results, 
she said Monday night 
in her presentation to the 
Economic Club of South-
western Michigan at Lake 
Michigan College.

“It didn’t seem possible.”
But what some thought 

impossible just weeks ago 
became possible last Tues-
day.

Perino, co-host of Fox 
News’ “The Five,” and a 

former press secretary to 
President George W. Bush 
did a post-mortem analysis 
of the election and what the 
election of Donald Trump 
will mean for the country.

She called the election “a 
seismic shift in America.”

“It has been a consequen-
tial election season, that’s 
for sure,” she said. “It’s 
been six days. Is everyone 
breathing? Have you picked 
yourselves off the floor? 
What have we learned? We 
have the 45th president of 
the United States. It was 
considered the greatest po-
litical upset in modern po-
litical history.”

Pollsters got it all wrong, 
for starters. Specifically, the 
polls didn’t pick up on the 
crucial shift in voter atti-
tudes in the upper Midwest, 
in states like Michigan, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania and 
Wisconsin, she said.

By ANDREW LERSTEN
HP Staff Writer

Fox News’ Dana  
Perino breaks down 
election at Econ Club

‘A seismic shift 
in America’

URIDGE

NILES — A Berrien 
Township man who drove 
drunk and seriously in-
jured his wife who was 

w a l k i n g 
along the 
h i g h w a y 
is going to 
prison. The 
incident oc-
curred in 
late Sep-
tember on 
M-139 south 
of  Berrien 

Springs.
James Leon Gaston Jr, 

45, of  Deans Hill Road in 
Berrien Springs, pleaded 
guilty to operating while 
intoxicated causing seri-
ous injury and third of-
fense drunken driving.

He was sentenced Mon-
day in Berrien County 
Trial Court to two con-
current prison terms. Ber-
rien County Trial Judge 
Angela Pasula sentenced 
Gaston to a term of  20 
months to five years in 
prison on the causing se-
rious injury count, and 
a term of  13 months to 
five years in prison on the 
third offense drunk driv-
ing count.

The incident occurred 
Sept. 29 in Berrien Town-
ship. Gaston’s wife, San-
dra, 50, was walking along 
the highway  near the en-
trance to Shamrock Park 
when she was struck by a 

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

Driver pleads 
guilty to drunken 
driving charges

Husband 
sentenced 
for hitting 
wife along 
M-139

ST. JOSEPH — Com-
munity boosters are 
hoping to reel in a lot 
of visitors to downtown 
St. Joseph next summer 
with the public art theme 
“Fishing for Fun.”

The theme of the 14th 
annual display was an-
nounced Monday to city 
commissioners by Susan 
Solon, director of mar-
keting and  communica-
tions. The 20 figures will 
consist of happy sharks 
and jumping fish, which 
local artists will be invited 
to paint and embellish. 
The works of art will be 
unveiled May 19 and be 

on display through Sept. 
23.

The public art has prov-
en to be a big lure for tour-
ists for many years. Last 
year’s theme was “Beach 
Bugs” and featured sculp-
tures that lighted up and a 
caterpillar that spoke sev-
eral languages and took 
selfies.

“I’m very proud of this 
project. I believe it’s been 
successful,” Solon told 
commissioners.

At the end of the sea-
son, sculptures are auc-
tioned off to help fund 
next year’s display. This 
year was the first time all 
the figures were sold.

Cost for the figures, de-
sign and layout, and ad-
vertising, is set at $75,000. 
Organizers will get the 
word out using bro-
chures, The Herald-Pal-

ladium and its tour guide, 
the Shoreline visitor’s 
guide,  Mail Max,  along 
with broadcast and on-
line and social media. The 
project will again partner 
with Pizza Hut in a color-
ing contest for kids.

St. Joseph Today as-
sists with the marketing, 
and Holt-Bosse, a St. 
Joseph communications 
firm, provides consulting 
services pro bono, Solon 
said.

Solon noted that there 
were almost 3,400 “likes” 
on the public art Face-
book page last summer, 
double the number from 
the previous year. Eighty 
percent of those were 
by  women, and visitors 
ages 35-44 make up the 
biggest audience.

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Public art promotion 
gears up for 14th year

City to hook visitors with ‘Fishing for Fun’ display

ST. JOSEPH

ST. JOSEPH

BERRIEN COUNTY TRIAL COURT

GASTON

“Fishing 
for Fun” 
will be 
the theme 
of St. 
Joseph’s 
2017 
downtown 
public  
art display, 
with happy 
sharks 
and  
jumping 
fish  
decorated 
by local 
artists. 
The 14th 
annual 
exhibit 
will be 
unveiled 
May 19 
and run 
through 
Sept. 23.See FISHING, page A8See GASTON, page A8

See PERINO, page A8

adnum=60790683

ATTENTION TRI-COUNTY AREA HEALTHCARE 
PROVIDERS!
Visit WWW.SURVEYMONKEY/R/HEALTHCARESWM 
to take a brief survey that will help us determine the 
opportunities for your industry in Southwest Michigan.
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Benton Harbor yesterday
Temperature
High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .57º
Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35º
Normal High . . . . . . . . . . . . .48º
Normal Low . . . . . . . . . . . . .33º
Record High . . . . . . 71º in 1971
Record Low . . . . . . 10º in 1986
Precipitation
Yesterday . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00"
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . 0.72"
Normal month to date. . . . 1.52"
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . 36.59"
Normal year to date . . . . 32.55"

Sunrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:37 a.m.
Sunset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:23 p.m.
Moonrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:52 p.m.
Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:35 a.m.

Local Outlook

5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph

Today we will see partly cloudy 
skies with a high temperature 
of 56º, humidity of 77%. West 
wind 5 to 10 mph. Expect partly 
cloudy skies tonight with an 
overnight low of 43º. Southwest 
wind 5 to 10 mph.

Today, W wind 7 to 11 kt. Partly sunny. Waves 1 to 2 ft. Water 
temperature 55 degrees. Tonight, SW wind 12 to 17 kt becoming 
NNW after midnight. Partly cloudy. Waves 2 to 4 ft.

Cold Front Stationary Front Warm Front Low Pressure High Pressure

L H

This map shows high temperatures,
type of precipitation expected and
location of frontal systems at noon.
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Wednesday

Sunny
55º / 39º

Thursday

Sunny
63º / 48º

Friday

Few Showers
63º / 42º

Saturday

Few Showers
48º / 32º

Today

Partly Cloudy
56º

Tonight

Partly Cloudy
43º

Sun and Moon

Air QualityLocal Almanac

Weather Trivia

National Weather Map

Regional Map

Lake Michigan

Michigan Forecast

Today, skies will be cloudy with scattered showers, highs in the 40s 
and 50s. Southwest wind 5 to 10 mph. Wednesday, skies will be 
mostly sunny with highs in the 40s and 50s. 

Today, skies will be partly cloudy to cloudy with a few showers, 
highs in the 50s. Light winds. Skies will be mostly sunny Wednesday 
with highs in the 50s. West wind 3 to 7 mph.

What type of lightning can 
you not be struck by on the 
ground? ?

Answer: Cloud-to-cloud lightning.

Last
11/21

New
11/29

First
12/7

Full
12/13

0-50 .................Good
51-100 .....Moderate
101-150 ....Sensitive
151-200 ..Unhealthy

The higher the number, the 
greater the need for people 
with respiratory problems to 
reduce outside activity.

Yesterday ............................. 39
Main Offender .............Particles

Forecast map for Nov. 15, 2016
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1991

For Niles historians Wayne 
Stiles and Nancy Watts-Stiles, 
the last 20 months have in-
volved an almost total immer-
sion into local history, but it’s 
all been worth it. Their first 
book, “Niles: A Pictorial His-
tory,” has been published and 
will be available to the public 
next week.

The book traces the history of 
the Niles area from before the 
founding of Fort St. Joseph in 
1691 through the development 
of Niles into the 1950s.

35 years ago – 1981
Maurice Bishop of Benton 

Harbor, owner of All Time Pest 
Control, appeared on CBS’ “60 
Minutes” news feature program.

Bishop appeared in a show 

segment dealing with alleged 
harassment by the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) of small 
businesses. 

Bishop told the Herald-Pal-
ladium today that he had been 
contacted by CBS News this 
summer because of testimony 
he had given to Carl Levin’s 
subcommittee last year in Wash-
ington about difficulties with the 
IRS.

50 years ago – 1966
Ecstatic St. John’s fans 

streamed onto the gridiron of 
Filstrup Field to greet their 
team as the scoreboard her-
alded the school’s first football 
victory over archrival St. Jo-
seph Catholic since 1959. It was 
also Homecoming for the Irish, 
who led 20-0 at one point in the 
game.

Highlight in History:
On Nov. 15, 1966, the flight 

of Gemini 12, the final mission 
of the Gemini program, ended 
successfully as astronauts James 
A. Lovell and Edwin “Buzz” Al-
drin Jr. splashed down safely in 
the Atlantic after spending four 
days in orbit.

On this date:
In 1777, the Second Conti-

nental Congress approved the 
Articles of Confederation.

In 1864, during the Civil War, 
Union forces led by Maj. Gen. 
William T. Sherman began their 
“March to the Sea” from Atlan-
ta; the campaign ended with the 
capture of Savannah on Dec. 21.

In 1926, the National Broad-

casting Company began operat-
ing its radio network.

In 1942, the naval Battle of 
Guadalcanal ended during 
World War II with a decisive 
U.S. victory over Japanese forc-
es.

In 1959, four members of 
the Clutter family of Holcomb, 
Kansas, were found murdered in 
their home. (Ex-convicts Rich-
ard Hickock and Perry Smith 
were later convicted of the kill-
ings and hanged.)

In 1986, a government tri-
bunal in Nicaragua convicted 
American Eugene Hasenfus of 
charges related to his role in de-
livering arms to Contra rebels, 
and sentenced him to 30 years in 
prison. (Hasenfus was pardoned 
a month later.)

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

2003 Chevrolet Cavalier 
driven by her husband. 
Sandra Gaston was taken 
to Bronson Hospital in 
Kalamazoo and report-
edly remains paralyzed 
from the waist down.

Blood tests taken at the 
time found James Gaston 
to have a blood alcohol 
level of  .25, more than 
three times the legal limit. 

On Monday Gaston 
and his attorney, Shan-
non Sible, maintained 
that Gaston’s actions 
were not intentional. 
“He is very concerned 
about his wife and about 
her getting rehabilita-
tion and having a place 
to live,” Sible said. “He 
blames himself, although 
he maintains it was not 
intentional.”

Assistant Prosecutor 
Cortney O’Malley of-
fered a different view. She 
said there were witnesses 
who said they saw the 
couple fighting, and saw 
him backing up at a high 
rate of  speed and hitting 
her.

“This is his first felony 
convictions but it is an 
extremely serious case,” 
O’Malley said. “The de-
fendant was extremely in-
toxicated and he caused a 
life-threatening situation 

for his wife.”
Judge Pasula said it 

was unclear to her wheth-
er Gaston struck his wife 
with his car intentionally 
or as the result of  being 
under the influence “or a 
little bit of  both. ... You 
backed up at a high rate 
of  speed and struck your 
wife,” she told Gaston. 
“She was thrown quite 
a ways and is possibly 
paralyzed by the waist 
down.”

“You initially lied 
about your actions,” Pa-
sula noted. “You’ve been 
to jail 10 times before and 
you have two prior drunk 
driving convictions. My 
first question is, why in 
the world would you be 
back here again for drunk 
driving? It’s your respon-
sibility to drive in a sober, 
responsible manner.”

“I am hopeful that 
your wife survives,” Pasu-
la said. “I don’t know if  
it will prove fatal, but it is 
life-altering and it could 
have been avoided. This 
was 100 percent under 
your control to drink and 
get behind the wheel.”

Gaston must also pay 
$1,756 in fines and costs 
and will have his license 
revoked. A restitution 
hearing could be set 
within the next year if  the 
victim requests it. He has 
credit for 46 days already 
served.

GASTON
From page A1

The website www.stjo-
sephpublicart.com has 
been updated to make it 
more interactive, and will 
include a “Meet the Art-
ists” section. The website 
will have links to St. Jo-
seph Today, the South-
west Michigan Tourist 
Council, the Silver Beach 
Carousel, area hotels and 
other sites.

Solon said about 30 per-
cent of her time between 
now and May will be taken 
up by the public art proj-
ect.

Commissioner Jeff Rich-
ards said that Solon has 
been “integral to bringing 
in the kind of people we 
like to entertain,” and for 
creating a family-friendly 
atmosphere.

Solon’s other major 
projects include the city 
newsletter and calendar, 
which will be delivered 
door-to-door Saturday by 
the St. Joseph High School 
cross country team.

“You keep city hall 
connected with the peo-
ple we serve,” Richards 

told Solon.

B&B ordinance
In other business, com-

missioners passed an up-
dated ordinance on bed 
and breakfasts on the sec-
ond and final reading.

The ordinance prohibits 
new bed and breakfasts 
in single-family and two-
family zoning districts, and 
limits them to multi-family 
and waterfront recreation 
districts. It also sets rules 
requiring owner-occupiers 
to be on site when guests 
are present, and sets regu-
lations for minimum room 
size and parking.

The need for a revised or-
dinance arose when some 
neighbors objected to the 
introduction of a bed and 
breakfast on State Street 
near downtown, because 
of the possibility of added 
noise, traffic and other nui-
sances. Others supported 
providing a hospitality op-
tion for visitors.

Commissioners eventu-
ally agreed that bed and 
breakfasts should be kept 
out of residential neigh-
borhoods.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 
932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak

FISHING
From page A1

“State polling was ter-
rible, and what they missed 
most was the polling in 
Wisconsin and Michigan.”

“He pierced the blue 
wall. This is something that 
George W. Bush and Mitt 
Romney could not do.”

A decline in union house-
holds may have played a 
role in that, she added.

Not only that, but 10 per-
cent of those who voted for 
Obama voted for Trump.

Compared to Obama, 
Clinton just couldn’t pull 
in the same mix of voters 
won over by Obama. Her 
voters included less His-
panics, unmarried women, 
Asian-Americans, millenni-
als and African-Americans, 
Perino noted.

“She did not turn them 
out. You had the repu-

diation of eight years of 
Obama.”

And “Clinton lost with 
more of everything – more 
money raised and a lot 
more people on her staff” 
than Trump.

In Florida alone, for ex-
ample, Clinton used 155 
staff members while Trump 
only had five.

Also, 42 percent of Amer-
ican voters didn’t bother to 
show up at all, she noted.

A poll taken near Elec-
tion Day  showed Ameri-
can’s biggest fear was not 
terrorism, immigration or 
the economy. It was “gov-
ernment corruption,” and 
that hurt Hillary’s hopes.

What lies ahead?
The transition period that 

lies ahead is critical. Trump 
must hire 4,000 government 
employees as soon as pos-
sible, and put forward his 
SCOTUS choice.

She called it the “73-day 

sprint.”
“There are a lot of peo-

ple are who bitterly disap-
pointed (with the election) 
and there are some who are 
exuberant. But we can have 
a peaceful transition.”

She added: “Transition 
is a vulnerable time. Thank 
your law enforcement and 
pray for our national lead-
ers.”

“He just needs to pick 
people he thinks are best, 
and not look at race or gen-
der. What America said is 
they don’t care.”

“I think the best thing 
that we can do is wait and 
see. Governing is very dif-
ferent from campaigning.”

Vice President-Elect 
Mike Pence seems to be a 
stabilizing force for Trump, 
and he knows the members 
of Congress well and how 
to work with them. That 
will be helpful, Perino said.

“He’s well liked in Wash-

ington, on both sides.”
With the White House, 

Senate and the House under 
Republican control, there 
will be real opportunities 
to create new policies on a 
wide range of areas, includ-
ing tax reform, immigra-
tion, repealing Obamacare 
and trade deals, she said.

And the friction of politi-
cal gridlock will subside.

“You might actually see 
some things get done,” Peri-
no said.

Also,  already there are 
signs Trump is moderat-
ing on some of his key is-
sues, such as building the 
“Southern wall” and the 
notion of congressional 
term limits.

Term limits won’t hap-
pen, she predicted, because 
long-serving  members of 
Congress have too much 
experience to lose.

Contact: alersten@TheHP.com, 932-
0357, Twitter @HPLersten

PERINO
From page A1

WELLINGTON, New 
Zealand — New Zealand 
on Tuesday began a rescue 
operation involving hun-
dreds of tourists and resi-
dents who remain stranded 
in the coastal town of Kaik-
oura after a powerful earth-
quake cut off train and ve-
hicle access.

The defense force said it 
had started ferrying people 
out by military helicopter 
and that a navy ship from 
Auckland was due to ar-
rive in the area Wednesday 
morning.

The magnitude 7.8 quake 
that struck the South Is-
land early Monday left 
two people dead and trig-
gered a small tsunami. It 
also brought down rocks 
and mud that swept across 
highways and cracked apart 
roads.

Home to about 2,000 
residents, Kaikoura is a 
popular destination for 
travelers taking part in 
whale-watching expeditions 
or wanting a stopover with 
mountain views. But the 
quake knocked out water 
supplies and sewer systems 
and left people with no easy 
way out.

“From all directions, 
Kaikoura has essentially 
been isolated,” Air Com-
modore Darryn Webb, act-
ing commander of New 
Zealand’s Joint Forces, 
told The Associated Press. 
“There’s a real imperative to 
support the town because it 
can’t support itself.”

Webb said the military 
was using four NH90 he-
licopters that could each 
transport about 18 people 
at a time out of the town. 
He said the ship could pick 
up hundreds of people 
if  weather conditions al-
lowed.

“We’re going to get as 
many people and belong-
ings out as quickly as we 
can,” Webb said.

He said the operation 
could take several days and 
that if  needed, a C-130 mil-
itary transport plane could 
drop fuel, water, food and 
other supplies to the town. 
He said about five metric 
tons of supplies were ready 
to be delivered from Christ-
church.

Sarah Stuart-Black, di-

rector of the Ministry of 
Civil Defence and Emer-
gency Management, said 
the priority was transport-
ing out those people with 
health issues or internation-
al flights booked. She said 
34 people had been airlifted 
out by noon Tuesday.

She said the community 
was rallying to help the 
tourists.

“It’s fantastic that some 
of the locals in Kaikoura 
have taken in tourists into 
their own homes,” she said.

Elsewhere, many people 
returned to work in the 
capital, Wellington, after 
the quake shut down much 
of the central city on Mon-
day. But some buildings 
remained closed and heavy 
rain and flooding com-

pounded the difficulties for 
others.

And strong aftershocks 
continued to shake New 
Zealand, rattling the nerves 
of exhausted residents.

Police said one person 
died in Kaikoura and an-
other in Mt. Lyford, a 
nearby ski resort. Several 
other people suffered minor 
injuries in Kaikoura, police 
spokeswoman Rachel Pur-
dom said.

Prime Minister John Key 
flew over Kaikoura by he-
licopter Monday as after-
shocks kicked up dust from 
the landslides below. Cars 
could be seen lying on their 
sides and parts of the road 
were clearly impassable.

“It’s just utter devasta-
tion,” Key said.

By NICK PERRY 
Associated Press

New Zealand begins rescue of tourists

Mike Scott / New Zealand Herald via AP

Mary Kimber stands in her kitchen following an earthquake in Waiau, New Zealand, on Monday.


