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Demonstrating true love

Jerry Edwards of Benton Harbor 
says he has big plans for revital-

izing Benton Harbor’s parks.
For the past two summers at Hall 

Park, he has organized activities 
for youth and cleaned up the park 
through  Bracken Edwards Youth 
Organization Umbrella (BEYOU), 
a nonprofi t organization he found-
ed. He said that besides providing 
activities to more than 100  youth, 
he and his volunteers have helped 
fi x and paint bleachers and picnic 
tables, added barbecue grills and 
replaced missing swings, along with 
picking up bags full of debris and 
leaves.

He said he would like to expand 
his success to other city parks ei-
ther through BEYOU or through 
the Benton Harbor Parks and Rec-
reation Conservancy, which he is a 
member of.

The parks conservancy took over 
management of 13 of the city’s 
parks and the Bobo Brazil Commu-
nity Center on Jan. 1, 2014.

Edwards said a lot more could 
be done in the parks with the right 
people and plans in place. But right 
now, he said, it is very diffi cult to 
make changes in the parks.

“There’s too much red tape and 
overthinking in the process of get-
ting things done,” he said.

Edwards sat down recently with 
Staff Writer Louise Wrege to talk 
about his plans for the parks.

Why is red tape getting in the way?
Anything concerning helping 

youth, we put too much red tape and 
overthink it. It’s that simple. Life is 
simple. But when you put up all that 
process you’ve got to go through ... 
things don’t get done. I want to cut 
through the red tape. That’s the sim-
plest way to help the kids.

Do you have an example of red 
tape?

When we wanted to put swings up 
(in Hall Park), the red tape they kept 
throwing at us was certifi cation and 
liability. When we put the swings up 
(in the summer of 2016), all we need-
ed was a ladder and some wrenches 
to tighten up the bolts. That was it. 

We put up four swings (donated by 
Lowe’s in Benton Township) in less 
than an hour. If we didn’t have the 
red tape, those swings would have 
been up the summer of ‘14.

Because we had to go through all 
the red tape, it took us two years to 
put them up.

Since there were no swings, kids 
put up water hoses and swung on 
them. Where’s the red tape to put up 
water hoses. They didn’t have any.

How can the parks conservancy cut 
through the red tape?

I think the board of directors  ... 
we need to get more involved in any 
way that we possibly can. I would 
also try to get the block clubs more 
involved.

BEYOU’s program is to take Hall 
Park and not only beautify it, but 
bring in different activities that the 
kids themselves run. BEYOU will 
be there, basically, to give them the 
framework. And if they run into 
problems, we’ll be there to help them 
solve the problems.

The Arts District can really help 
because we could put a different 
piece (of art) in each park. ... We 
could get different artists like Anna 
Russo, she could put something in 
the park. Something that the kids 
could work with her in doing.

Your organization is partnering 
with PAL (Police Athletic League) 
this summer. How did that come 
about?

(Interim Deputy Director Dan 
McGinnis) made the initial contact 
with me. He has been watching me 
running BEYOU. He approached 
me and asked me to keep that in 
mind. We will work in collaboration. 

Why is it important to you to im-
prove the relationship between the po-
lice and youth?

A lot of our youth today, the news 
they get is negative, especially when 
we talk about authority fi gures. And 
we’re not talking about just law en-
forcement. PAL is a great opportu-
nity to bridge that gap between law 
enforcement and our kids. At the 

same time, it might wake up a career 
for some of these kids. They might 
want to be a police offi cer.

How did you attract children to 
come to Hall Park?

I just invited them to Hall Park. 
If they’re in a gang ... those are the 
ones we want. Actually, we want the 
ones that everyone else don’t want. 
We want them because those are the 
ones who are the foundation of our 
future. 

Kids who are getting As and Bs 
(in school), they’re already getting 
away from the ones who are getting 
Cs and Es and dropping out. So, 
what happens to the kids you leave 
behind? No help. No love. No men-
toring. No example. We’re looking 
for the kids who are pushed away 
by society, not just by their parents. 
Some kids don’t have a choice  of 
how they grow up. Kids don’t have 
a choice, period, really.

I realized that kids, it doesn’t mat-
ter what age or generation, they all 
look for the same thing – love, pa-
tience and respect.

The fi rst year, we turned around 
their respect level because they cussed 
me and my wife out a lot of times 
that fi rst year. A couple of times, they 
threatened to jump on me.

Why would they do that?
It’s a defense mechanism. 
You’re scaring them?
No. They’re defending so I don’t. 

That’s one thing that doctors and 
psychiatrists get wrong. That’s a 
defense mechanism for a kid. They 
think, “There’s something up your 
sleeve, being nice. So I’m going to 
throw up this bad attitude until I 
can trust you. If you don’t have the 
patience to wait until I turn around, 
then I know you weren’t sincere in 
the fi rst place. I want to get closer, 
but I don’t trust you.” That’s what 
we did. We turned their mindset 
around. We showed them we’re here 
for real. We’re showing them true 
love. 

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-0361, Twitter: 
@HPWrege
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Holly Ward wins Miss Berrien Springs pageant title
BERRIEN SPRINGS —  Fu-

ture FBI agent Holly Ward is the 
new Miss Berrien Springs 2017. 
The Berrien Springs High School 
senior was chosen from a fi eld of 
seven contestants Saturday night 
before a crowd of 500 people at the 
Howard Performing Arts Center 
on the Andrews University campus.

The Miss Berrien Springs con-
test theme was “A Garden Party” 
in keeping with the overall Blos-
somtime theme of “If it starts 
with a B, it must be Blossomtime.” 
Holly will compete with other 
community queens for the Miss 
Blossomtime title March 12-13 at 
Lake Michigan College’s Mendel 
Center.

Holly, 17, the daughter of Ra-
chel and Ted Ward, wore a sleeve-
less white fi tted mermaid style 
gown patterned with black lace 
detail and pearls.

She plans to attend Purdue Uni-
versity to double major in criminal 

justice and digital media. Her goal 
is to work for the FBI or a SWAT 
team and to raise awareness about 
human traffi cking. She said “bul-
letproof” when asked what word 
best describes her and described 
bravery as standing up for what 
one believes in no matter the con-
sequences.

Her activities and honors in-
clude cheerleading, cross country, 
track, student council, drama club, 
Spanish club, honor roll, Hugh 
O’Brien Youth Leadership and 
volunteering at her church. She 
helped with tornado relief efforts 
in Illinois.

Berrien Springs High School 
senior Jordan Weaver was chosen 
fi rst runner up in the contest. She 

is 17 and the 
daughter of 
Tracy Bauer. 
She plans to 
attend South-
western Mich-
igan College 
to study nurs-
ing. Her goal 
is to be a neo-

natal nurse.
Her activities and honors in-

clude honor roll, softball, choir, 
umpiring softball games and vol-
unteering at the Berrien County 
Youth Fair. She is a co-op class-
room aide at Blossomland Learn-
ing Center in Berrien Springs.

Berrien Springs High School 
senior Laura Simmons repeated 
as second runner up after being 
chosen for that honor in the 2016 
contest. She is 18 and the daughter 
of Sarah and Tim Simmons. She 
is dual enrolled at Lake Michigan 
College and plans to transfer to 
Western Michigan University to 
major in human resources.

Her activities and honors in-

clude school musicals, the Bel 
Canto women’s choir, beginner 
hunter jumper champion at the 
fair, Unsung Hero award winner at 
the Twin City Players, My Michi-
gan Hero Essay and Ayn Rand Es-
say fi nalist, high school offi ce aide, 
LMC leadership club and founder 
of Hunger Starts at Home.

Bridgman High School senior 
Julie Jasper was chosen Miss Con-
geniality by her fellow contestants. 
She is 17 and the daughter of Jeff  
and Sara Jasper. She plans to at-
tend Southwestern Michigan Col-
lege to get a degree in business. She 
plans to further her education in 
fashion and cosmetology and be-
come a personal stylist.

Her activities and honors in-
clude National Honor Society, 
honor roll, varsity letters in vol-
leyball, basketball and track and 
fi eld, district honors in volleyball, 
all-conference honors in track, 
Glee Club and Interact Club.

The new queen and her court 
received educational scholarships 
with the queen getting $800 and 

the runners up and Miss Congeni-
ality each getting $400.

Other contestants were Elizabeth 
Cromwell, Ramsden Holets and 
Meghan Miller. Two $250 scholar-
ships in memory of Bea Herman 
and Tim Pullano went to Jordan 
Weaver and Elizabeth Cromwell. 
Jordan sold the most tickets, while 
Julie sold the most ads.

Six-year-old Madison Zelmer 
won the  Little Miss Berrien 
Springs contest. She is the daugh-
ter of George and Rachael Zelmer 
and is a kindergartner at Mars El-
ementary School.

Other Little Miss contestants 
were KaliLynn Hushower, Rhyan 
Perkins, Dylan Rospierski and 
Katherine Starbuck.

Former Miss Blossomtime Lain-
ie Von Behren served as mistress 
of ceremonies. Allison and Lynda 
Hurlow were the contest chairper-
sons. Judges for the queen contest 
were Chris Barnes, Dana Humes 
and Michelle Warner. Little Miss 
judges were Kelly Baptist and Bri-
anna Bell.

By DEBRA HAIGHT
HP Correspondent

WARD WEAVER SIMMONS ZELMER

TIME CAPSULE

Time Capsule, which runs every Monday, takes a 
look back through the HP photo archives. If you 
would like to share a nostalgic comment about this 
photo, please join the discussion on our Facebook 
page: facebook.com/HeraldPalladium.

Can you identify this eager young police officer 
sporting a mop of hair and a fullsome cookie 
duster? It’s the man who would become sher-
iff. L. Paul Bailey, now Berrien County sheriff, 
sat for the camera in 1980 as Stevensville 
police chief.

Agbowu wins Miss 
Benton Harbor

BENTON HARBOR 
—  Winning a pageant title 
can be a way to pursue bigger 
ideas and pay tribute to others, 
according to the newest Miss 
Benton Harbor.

Jurnee Agbowu won the 
Miss Benton Harbor title Sun-
day at Lake Michigan Col-
lege’s Mendel Center, where 
she took her fi rst walk in a glit-
tering red dress.

“This is my fi rst pageant. It’s 
humbling and overwhelming, 
and I’m so happy,” Jurnee said 
moments after leaving the 
stage, where she thanked God 
for her victory.

Jurnee will represent Benton 
Harbor in the Miss Blossom-
time pageant on March 13.

As far as the year ahead 
goes, however, Jurnee plans 
to promote the cause of water 
safety, which holds a personal 
meaning for her.

“I lost a friend this year, 
Travone Shannon, to drown-
ing,” she said, adding that win-
ning the Miss Benton Harbor 
crown feels like a tribute to 
Travone.

Jurnee, 17, is a senior at Ben-
ton Harbor High School and 
daughter of April Eddie and 
Dewayne Jackson of Benton 
Harbor.

Her activities at Benton 
Harbor include varsity bas-
ketball, soccer, track and ten-
nis, as well as the Boys & Girls 
Club and Tiger Set.

After graduating, Jurnee 
plans to attend a historically 
black college or university and 
pursue a dual major in law and 
sociology with the goal of be-
coming a lawyer and a philan-
thropist.

“Whatever I do, I want to 
make a difference,” she said.

Elisha Thomas, 17, is fi rst 
runner up. She’s the daughter 
of Robbie Thomas and Chris-
tina Williams of Benton Har-
bor and a senior at St. Joseph 
High School.

She plans to go Lake Michi-
gan College this fall and plans 
to become a nurse practitio-
ner.

“It’s a big responsibility 
to take on, and I think I can 
do that. The crown was well-
deserved, and I will work hard 
to do whatever I need,” Elisha 
said of her title.

Harneet Singh, 17, is sec-

ond runner  up. 
She’s a senior at 
Berrien Springs 
High School 
and the daugh-
ter of Diana 
and Rupinder 
Singh of Ben-
ton Harbor.

Harneet com-
peted in the Na-
tional American 
Miss pageant in 
2015, but shar-
ing the stage as 
part of the Miss 
Benton Harbor 
court is a whole 
different experi-
ence, she said.

When asked 
what experience 
she’s most antic-
ipating this year 
as she makes the 
Blossomtime 
rounds, Harnett 
said, “Supporting my queen 
and doing whatever I can to 
make my community better.”

She plans to study pre-med 
this fall at Siena Heights Uni-
versity and plans to become a 
neurosurgeon.

Jenna Dolezan, 17, is Miss 
Congeniality, which she 
earned through a vote of her 
fellow contestants. She’s a St. 
Joseph High School senior 
and the daughter of Linda and 
Leonard Dolezan of Benton 
Harbor.

“It feels amazing. My mom 
won Miss Congenialty too 
when she was running for Miss 
Berrien Springs in 1984. Now I 
have the same title,” Jenna said 
of her showing.

Jenna plans to study com-
munications this fall at Grand 
Valley State University and 
plans to become a TV pro-
ducer.

Davieonna Nichols won the 
Miss Entrepreneur title, which 
traditionally goes to the con-
testant selling the most tickets.

Naomi Gulledge and Han-
nah Bredeweg were the other 
fi nalists.

La’Tara Davis, Caylie Hard-
en, Ashley Mitchell, Laneece 
Moffi tt  and Shaneece Moffi tt 
also competed.

This year’s court will have 
to wait and see which young 
men share the stage with them 
at Blossomtime. The Mr. Ben-
ton Harbor pageant will run 
on Jan. 22 at Benton Harbor 
High School.

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Don Campbell / HP staff

Jerry Edwards of Benton Harbor says he has 
big plans for revitalizing Benton Harbor’s 
parks. For the past two summers at Hall 
Park, he has organized activities for youth 
and cleaned up the park through  Brack-
en Edwards Youth Organization Umbrella 
(BEYOU), a nonprofit organization he founded.

AGBOWU

THOMAS

SINGH


