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LOCAL GRAIN

MARKETS

Co-Alliance LLP Buchanan
Corn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.18, down 2¢
January corn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.18, down 2¢

Beans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9.64, up 9¢
January beans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9.64, up 9¢
These are the markets as of yesterday. 
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AT&T Inc         T                 33.43    8    43.89        40.81      +.01         ...      t  t   t

AEP                AEP            56.75    4    71.32        62.12       -.19      -0.3      t  t   t

Apple Inc        AAPL          89.47    0  119.43       119.11       +.12     +0.1      s  s   s

AutoZone        AZO         681.01    9  819.54      793.68     +3.34     +0.4      s  t   s

BP PLC          BP              27.01    9    38.68         37.11       -.20      -0.5      t  s   t

BonTon           BONT           1.30    1      3.00          1.32       -.04      -2.9      t  t   t

CMS Eng        CMS           35.49    6    46.25        41.51       -.07      -0.2      t  r   t

ChemFinl        CHFC         29.40    9    55.55        52.79    +1.03     +2.0      s  t   t

CocaCola        KO              39.88    2    47.13        41.04       -.28      -0.7      t  t   t

Comcast         CMCSA      52.34    0    71.32        70.92      +.09     +0.1      s  s   s

Deere              DE              70.16    0  106.75      104.89       -.30      -0.3      t  s   s

Disney            DIS             86.25    0  109.35      108.38       +.02         ...      t  s   s

DollarTree       DLTR          72.52    2    99.93        77.96      +.82     +1.1      s  t   s

ExxonMbl        XOM           71.55    6    95.55        85.93      -1.11      -1.3      t  t   t

FifthThird        FITB           13.84    0    27.88        27.07      +.31     +1.2      s  s   s

1stSource       SRCE         27.01    9    45.85        43.50      +.73     +1.7      t  t   t

FordM             F                 11.02    6    14.22        12.85      +.22     +1.7      s  s   s

GenElec          GE              27.10    8    33.00        31.37       -.09      -0.3      t  t   t

HomeDp         HD            109.62    0  139.00      136.10     +1.79     +1.3      s  t   s

HorizBcp s      HBNC         14.61    9    28.63        26.81      +.42     +1.6      t  s   t

HuntBncsh      HBAN           7.83    0    13.64        13.33      +.01     +0.1      s  s   s

IDEX               IEX             67.20    9    95.76        90.81    +1.28     +1.4      s  t   s

IBM                 IBM           116.90    0  169.95      165.52     -2.13      -1.3      t  t   t

JPMorgCh      JPM            52.50    0    87.76        86.43      +.25     +0.3      s  s   s

JohnJn            JNJ             94.28    7  126.07       116.16       -.12      -0.1      t  s   s

Lowes             LOW           62.62    5    83.65        71.21      +.14     +0.2      s  t   s

McDnlds         MCD         110.33    5  131.96      120.25       -.18      -0.1      t  t   t

Microsoft         MSFT         48.04    0    64.10        62.62       -.02         ...      t  t   s

MillerHer         MLHR         22.60    7    36.46        31.65      +.50     +1.6      t  t   t

Penney           JCP              6.00    2    11.99          7.00       -.19      -2.6      t  t   t

Perrigo            PRGO        79.72    1  152.36        83.65     -1.78      -2.1      t  t   s

Pfizer              PFE            28.25    6    37.39        33.44       -.03      -0.1      t  s   s

ProctGam       PG              74.46    6    90.33        83.49       -.91      -1.1      t  t   t

RepubSvc       RSG           41.82    0    58.00        56.69      +.27     +0.5      t  t   t

SearsHldgs     SHLD           8.00    1    19.54          9.14      +.04     +0.4      t  t   t

Steelcse          SCS            11.67    9    18.14        16.85      +.10     +0.6      t  s   t

Stryker            SYK            88.57    0  123.55      121.90     +2.88     +2.4      s  s   s

Target             TGT            65.50    4    84.14        71.43           ...         ...      r  t   t

TractSupp       TSCO         61.50    5    97.25        76.35      +.98     +1.3      s  t   s

UPS B            UPS           87.30    9  120.44       113.92       -.85      -0.7      t  t   t

VerizonCm      VZ              43.79    7    56.95        52.76      +.08     +0.2      t  s   t

WEC Engy      WEC          52.01    5    66.10        58.10      +.12     +0.2      t  t   t

WalMart          WMT          60.20    6    75.19        68.23       -.48      -0.7      r  t   t

WalgBoots      WBA           71.50    7    88.00        82.67      +.12     +0.1      t  t   t

Wendys Co     WEN            8.89    9    14.07        13.50      +.07     +0.5      s  t   t

Whrlpl             WHR        123.60    9  194.10      183.82     +2.21     +1.2      t  s   s

Worthgtn         WOR          26.21    6    62.44        47.60    +1.18     +2.5      s  t   s

XPO Logis      XPO           18.04    9    49.86        43.65      +.36     +0.8      t  t   s

52-WK RANGE     CLOSE
NAME             TICKER         LO                          HI     CLOSE     CHG  %CHG    WK MO QTR

LocalStocks

V
Amer Elec Power AEP
$62.12 -1.02 -1.6%
t 4-wk. -.9% t YTD -1.3%

V
Whirlpool WHR
$183.82 -2.28 -1.2%
s 4-wk. +3.2% s YTD +1.1%

Miss Coloma plans  
foreign service career

COLOMA — Cassidy 
Fickett scored a two-fer 
Saturday night, earning the 
spot as 2017 Miss Coloma 
and the pageant’s Miss 
Congeniality.

Cassidy, 18, the daugh-
ter of William and Corine 
Fickett, is a senior at Colo-
ma High School. She plans 
to get a bachelor’s degree 
in international studies at 
the University of Michi-
gan. She wants to join the 
Peace Corps and eventual-
ly become a foreign service 
officer.

She is in Student Coun-
cil  and National Honor 
Society, and is on the Aca-
demic Challenge Team. 
She enjoys reading, playing 
the ukulele, meditating and 
traveling.

Jenna Walter, 17, was 
selected first runner-up. 
The Coloma High School 
senior is the daughter of 
John and Melissa Walter. 
She plays  softball, volley-
ball and basketball, is in 

National Honor Society, 
Student Council, concert 
band and marching band.

She plans to  study busi-
ness at Lake Michigan 
College and transfer to 
Michigan State University 
to get  a degree in sports 
management.

Harleigh Unger, 17, was 
chosen  second runner-up. 
The daughter of Keith and 
Brandy Hiler goes to Wa-

tervliet High School.  She 
plans to attend Ohio Tech-
nical College to study weld-
ing and then  study horses 
at Lamar Community Col-
lege in Colorado.

She is in choir, Coloma 
Metalworks and Coun-
try Kids. She rides horses, 
hunts and fishes.

The other contestants 
were Bailey Evans, Alli-
son Beck, Camalin Nor-
mandin, Nikki Bryant and 
Hannah Strunk.

Jacob Sharpe, 17, was 
chosen as  Mr. Coloma. 
The son of John Sharpe 
and Candi Gabrielse,  
Sharpe is a senior at Co-
loma High School. He 
is in marching band and 
concert band. He plans 
to study diesel mechanics 
at the University of North-
western Ohio.

He enjoys golfing, hunt-
ing, fishing, tubing and 
wake boarding.

Grant Kroschel, 18, was 
first runner-up. He  is the 

son of Walt Kroschel and 
Kathy Becht.

Zack Heater, 18, was 
named Mr. Nice Guy by 
his fellow contestants and 
was second runner-up. The 
Coloma High School se-
nior is the son of Mike an 
Audrey Heater.

The Mr. Coloma hope-
fuls were Brett Tutton, 
Dustin Irerd and Harrison 
Spaulding.

He enjoys golfing, hunt-
ing, fishing, tubing  and 
wake boarding.

The pageant theme was 
“Bedazzled.” Matt Malone 
and Lyndsay Zvonar host-
ed the event in the Coloma 
High School auditorium.

The judges were Stepha-
nie Schultz Ballard, a for-
mer Miss Niles/Brandy-
wine and Miss Southwest 
Michigan; Cynthia Lay-
man Sanders, a former 
Miss Berrien Springs; and 
Randy Reimers, a long-
time Blossomtime volun-
teer. 

WALTERFICKETT

UNGER SHARPE

“There’s no charge,” 
Feldman said. “We’d 
like everybody who’s in-
terested in education to 
come join us, learn and 
teach.”

The other three panel-
ists include two long-time 
teachers and administra-
tors from Benton Harbor 
Area Schools, Rebecca 
Fudge and Gladys Pee-
ples-Burks, and Jeffrey 
Booker from the Benton 
Harbor Boys and Girls 
Club.

Feldman said the panel 
wants to talk about racial 
equality nationally and lo-
cally.

He said the event is 
sponsored by the Race Re-

lations Council and Lake 
Michigan College.

Feldman said the pub-
lic is also welcome to at-
tend the Race Relations 
Council meetings, which 
are at 5:45 p.m. the fourth 
Wednesday of each month 
at the St. Joseph Library, 
500 Market St., St. Jo-
seph. The next meeting is 
Jan. 25.

“Our mission is to ... 
bring people together 
from both sides of the riv-
er to break down the bar-
riers of stereotypes and 
prejudice and to promote 
racial equality in every as-
pect of society, including 
education, housing, jobs, 
etc.,” he said.

For more information, 
call Feldman at 921-0531.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

MLK
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Despite violations, 
Anderson said, the city’s 
drinking water was never 
at risk.

He said violations in-
volved not doing the 
required number of coli-
form tests per month and 
using the wrong chemical 
re-agent in a lab test.

Problems appeared to 
start after the retirement 
of a longtime supervisor 
in 2015. When none of 
the remaining employees 
were able to get certified, 
he said, the city got Niles 
to provide a licensed sew-
er plant operator.

“It was great to work 
with the city of Niles so 
we could have the proper 
licensing, but that was 
not a permanent solu-
tion,” he said.

Anderson  said the city 
has made major improve-
ments to the city’s water 
and wastewater systems 
over the last four or  five 
years, including $2.3 
million in upgrades and 
a  long-term capital im-
provement plan.

The Dowagiac sewage 
treatment plant handles 
sewage from the city, Sis-
ter Lakes, Indian Lake 
and Cassopolis. The city 
oversees its water system 
and the water systems of 
the Cass Area Utility Au-
thority.

The city had a relation-
ship with a Fleis & Van-
denbrink sister company, 
which helped  on its re-
cently completed sewage 
treatment plant upgrade. 
Fleis & Vandenbrink pro-
vides management ser-
vices for many municipal 
customers throughout 
the state, including Ber-
rien Springs.

SEWER
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in the high school media 
center with the purpose of 
going over current efforts 
and agreeing on plans and 
projects.

School board members 
had their first meeting of 
the year Monday as they 
elected officers and adopt-
ed annual resolutions.

Darrell Ferguson was 
re-elected board president, 
while David Krugh was 
elected vice-president after 
previously serving as secre-
tary. Other board officers 
are Dave Dustin as secre-
tary and Anita Harner as 
treasurer.

Board members voted 
to allow new board mem-
bers Greg Chisek and John 
Glassman attend the Mich-
igan Association of School 
Boards’ new Board Mem-
ber Institute on Jan. 27 in 
Grand Rapids. Chisek was 
elected to the board in No-
vember, while Glassman 
was appointed in May.

Board members ap-
proved school of choice 
openings for the second 
semester, which begins Jan. 
30. Gray said the district 
has 28 openings in the el-
ementary and high school 
grades. He said there are 
no openings in the first, 
sixth, seventh and eighth 
grades.

Gray told board mem-

bers that cell phone boost-
er work they approved in 
the fall was completed over 
the holiday break. The 
board had approved buy-
ing cell phone repeater/
booster equipment for all 
three district schools at a 
cost of $12,022 in Octo-
ber. The work was done to 
eliminate cell phone dead 
spots in the schools.

Board members ap-
proved an updated internet 
usage and safety policy, 
which is compliant with 
recent state law changes. 
They held a first reading 
of a new graduation poli-
cy. The graduation policy 
doesn’t include changes 
but formalizes what has 
been the practice.

EAU CLAIRE
From page A3
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IN BRIEF
Lincoln public 
hearings postponed

STEVENSVILLE — 
Two public hearings con-
cerning a tax abatement re-
quest from JR Automation 
was postponed until next 
month’s Lincoln Township 
Board meeting.

Supervisor Dick Stauffer 
said the hearing was post-
poned after JR Automation 
discovered it needed to ex-
tend its lease for the prop-
erty.

The Stevensville business 
has plans for an expansion 
that could add up to 60 jobs 
over five years. In order to 
begin the expansion, JR 
Automation is seeking tax 
relief and a change in its de-
velopment district. Trustees 
will meet at 7 p.m. Feb. 14 
for its regualr meeting and 
the two public hearings.

One hearing will be for 
trustees to consider amend-
ing the Industrial Devel-
opment District for JR 
Automation by adding a 
next-door parcel to the ex-
isting land. A second public 
hearing will be for trustees 
to consider a 12-year tax 
abatement for the construc-
tion of the expansion on the 
added parcel.

Blaze mars South 
Haven house

SOUTH HAVEN — A 
South Haven man safely es-
caped from a burning home 
Monday after fire broke out 
in the attic, firefighters re-
ported.

Robert Adomeit awoke 
for work at 11:30 a.m. when 
he heard crackling behind 
the upper wall and  ceil-

ing of his bedroom and 
saw the wallpaper turning 
black from the fire’s  heat, 
said Chief Ron Wise  of 
South Haven Area Emer-
gency Services.

Adomeit called 911 and 
within a minute, firefight-
ers were at the home at the 
corner of Hubbard and 
Phoenix streets, where they 
found a fire burning  in the 
attic’s blown-in insulation.

Firefighters had to cut 
through other upstairs ceil-
ings to remove the blown-in 
insulation due to the pos-
sibility of fire smoldering 
elsewhere in the attic. Wise 
said it is not known what 
caused the fire.

Snyder signs bill to 
let landlords bar 
marijuana in rentals

LANSING — Michigan 
Gov. Rick Snyder has signed 
legislation that lets landlords 
prohibit medical marijuana 
patients from growing or 
smoking the drug on leased 
residential property.

The law enacted Tuesday 
adds another exception to a 
2008 voter-approved law that 
legalized the use of marijua-
na for medical purposes.

That law already does not 
require insurers to reimburse 
people for medical marijua-
na, nor does it mandate that 
employers accommodate 
employees’ use of the drug 
for medical purposes.

The bill’s sponsor, Re-
publican Sen. Rick Jones 
of Grand Ledge, says two 
rental homes in his district 
were destroyed after they 
were “turned into green-
houses to grow marijuana 
without permission.”

Lawmakers may repeal  
Michigan’s school-intervention law

LANSING (AP) — 
Michigan should replace a 
law that lets the state inter-
vene in academically failing 
schools because the 7-year-
old measure is flawed, a key 
senator said Tuesday.

Senate Education Com-
mittee Chairman Phil Pav-
lov will introduce the re-
peal legislation Wednesday, 
when the Republican-led 
Legislature begins a new 
two-year term. His an-
nouncement came before 
the release of the latest list 
of Michigan’s bottom 5 per-
cent of public schools by 
month’s end.

Gov. Rick Snyder’s ad-
ministration has said state-
ordered school closures, 
an unused option allowed 
under the 2009 law, could 
be coming for chronically 
under-performing K-12 
schools that haven’t im-
proved despite receiving 
other forms of interven-
tion.

Pavlov said the measure, 
which former Democratic 
Gov. Jennifer Granholm 
signed to improve Michi-
gan’s chances to win a fed-

eral grant, is “riddled with 
flaws” and was not taken 
seriously for a number of 
years. In 2015, the Repub-
lican governor took control 
of an office charged with 
turning around the lowest-
performing schools.

“Now that there’s this new 
focus that something has to 
be done, we’re relying on a 
section of law that is ambig-
uous in a lot of ways,” said 
Pavlov, a St. Clair Township 
Republican who spent the 
last year holding hearings 
and receiving input on the 
law. “The metrics of getting 
on the list are flawed, as are 
the metrics of getting off of 
the list.”

The rankings are based 
on test results, students’ im-
provement over time, and 
the gap between the best 
and worst pupils. Schools in 
the bottom 5 percent must 
develop a reform plan and, 
if they are not successful, 
could be put into a state 
turnaround district and 
possibly be closed.

Pavlov’s announcement 
was welcomed by education 
leaders.

“Efforts to improve 
schools using this law have 
largely led to a confusing 
and irrational bureaucracy 
of red tape, with no demon-
strable successes,” said Mark 
Burton, executive director 
of the Tri-County Alliance 
for Public Education, which 
represents districts in Oak-
land, Macomb and Wayne 
counties. “Such efforts have 
also unfortunately clouded 
the good work that happens 
every day throughout many 
challenged schools across 
the state.”

Associations represent-
ing publicly funded charters 
schools and their autho-
rizers also applauded the 
move.

Kurt Weiss, a spokesman 
for the state Department of 
Technology, Management 
& Budget, which houses 
the school reform/rede-
sign office, said the school-
intervention law “has its 
challenges and needs to be 
looked at again, and we 
look forward to working 
with the Legislature on their 
thoughts around improving 
the language.”
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927-3303 • 641 S. Crystal, Benton Harbor

Ad sponsored by:

ADOPT BUTTERBALL

Butterball is a big ball of fun! He is a 1-2 year old 
male Boxer/Terrier mix with quite the personality! He 

is sure to provide you with hours of entertainment 
and love! Hurry in to meet him in person! He needs a 

home without other animals or small children.

269-429-8911
countrycarpetshoppe.net


