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Woods golfs with 
Trump in wild week

WEST PALM BEACH, 
Fla. (AP) — Tiger Woods 
is having quite the week.

First, he showed off a 
white goatee in a shirtless 
photo, saying it’s a Christ-
mas tradition for his kids.

Then, still sporting the 
white facial hair, he played 
18 holes with President-
elect Donald Trump.

Trump and Woods met 
Friday morning at the 
Trump International Golf 
Club in West Palm Beach, 
Florida, where Trump typ-
ically spends the holidays.

The two have met on 
several occasions when 
Woods competed at vari-
ous Trump-owned golf  
courses. It’s unclear wheth-
er this is the first time 
they’re playing a round of 
golf together.

Woods made a long-
awaited comeback at the 
Hero World Challenge this 
month, his first competi-
tive rounds in more than 
a year, after back injuries 
sidelined him from the 
game.

Woods has also played 
golf with President Barack 
Obama.

Ex-NHL player goes  
on rant about safety

TORONTO (AP) — 
Former NHL forward 
Steve Downie went on a 
lengthy Twitter rant Fri-
day night, taking aim at 
hockey commentator Don 
Cherry and the Arizona 
Coyotes.

Downie, who played 
parts of eight seasons in 
the NHL, criticized the 
culture of violence that he 
believes Cherry perpetu-
ates through his “Rock 
‘Em Sock ‘Em” series of 
videos.

In response to some of 
his tweets, a fan tweeted an 
animated gif of Downie 
bodychecking Pittsburgh 
Penguins forward Dean 
McAmmond in 2007, a 
play that left McAmmond 
concussed and Downie 
suspended for 20 games. 

Downie retweeted the gif  
and then spoke about his 
regrets from the play.

“That hit is what hap-
pens when you watch don 
cherry rock em sock em 
videos from age 5 to 18. 
Nothing good comes from 
those vids,” Downie said 
from his verified account. 
“I just did what I had to do 
to play. I still think about 
what I did to Dean maco-
mond and what I caused 
him to go through with his 
family.

“But again, I did what 
don cherry said to do every 
Saturday night. Just ... dis-
gusted when I look back. 
Wish I never played.”

Player apologies       
for hitting woman

NORMAN, Okla. (AP) 
— Oklahoma running 
back Joe Mixon made a 
tearful public apology, 
more than two years after 
punching a woman and 
breaking bones in her face.

Mixon spoke at a news 
conference as Sooners 
coach Bob Stoops looked 
on. Mixon said he wanted 
to address the issue earlier, 
but his legal team advised 
him not to.

Mixon was suspended 
for a year after the alterca-
tion. Though Amelia Mo-
litor shoved and slapped 
him first, Mixon said hit-
ting a woman is unaccept-
able, even if  provoked.

Keys to miss Aust. 
Open due to surgery

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Madison Keys said she 
will miss the Australian 
Open next month after 
having wrist surgery.

The 21-year-old Ameri-
can, ranked No. 8 in the 
world, said in a statement 
on Twitter that she had ar-
throscopic surgery on her 
left wrist three days after 
the season-ending WTA 
Finals in October. The 
right-hander described the 
procedure as minor, saying 
it didn’t involve any ten-
don issues and went very 
well.

IN BRIEF

Television today

12:00 p.m. (ESPN) NBA Bas-
ketball Boston Celtics at New 
York Knicks.  (Live) Å

2:00 p.m. (ESPN2) DRL Drone 
Racing

2:30 p.m. _ ` I Y 

NBA Basketball Golden State 
Warriors at Cleveland Cavaliers. 
(Live) Å
(ESPN) PBA Bowling Scorpion 
Championship. From Reno, Nev. 
(Taped)

3:30 p.m. (ESPN) PBA Bowl-
ing Shark Championship. From 
Reno, Nev. (Taped)

4:00 p.m. (ESPN2) Billiards 
Trick Shot Magic. From Atlantic 
City, N.J.

4:30 p.m. (NFLNetwork) NFL 
Football Baltimore Ravens at 
Pittsburgh Steelers (Live).

5:00 p.m. _ ` I Y NBA 
Basketball Chicago Bulls at 
San Antonio Spurs. (Live) Å
(ESPN2) Billiards Trick Shot 
Magic. From Atlantic City, N.J.

6:00 p.m. (ESPN2) College 
Basketball Hawaiian Airlines 
Diamond Head Classic, Third-
Place Game (Live)

8:00 p.m. (ESPN) NBA Bas-
ketball Minnesota Timber-
wolves at Oklahoma City Thun-
der. (Live) Å
(ESPN2) College Basketball 
Hawaiian Airlines Diamond Head 
Classic, Final (Live)

8:20 p.m. % ( 0 NFL 
Football Denver Broncos at 
Kansas City Chiefs. (Live) ’ Å

10:30 p.m. (ESPN) NBA Bas-
ketball Los Angeles Clippers at 
Los Angeles Lakers. (Live) Å

Monday

7:25 a.m. (NBCSports) English 
Premier League Soccer 

Watford FC vs Crystal Palace FC.  
(Live)

9:55 a.m. (NBCSports) English 
Premier League Soccer 
Manchester United FC vs Sunder-
land AFC. (Live)

11:00 a.m. (ESPN) College 
Football St. Petersburg Bowl 
— Miami (Ohio) vs. Mississippi 
State.  (Live) Å

12:10 p.m. (NBCSports) Eng-
lish Premier League Soccer 
Hull City AFC vs Manchester City 
FC. (Live)

2:30 p.m. (ESPN) College 
Football Quick Lane Bowl — 
Maryland vs. Boston College.  
(Live) Å

5:00 p.m. (ESPN2) College 
Football Camping World Inde-
pendence Bowl — North Caro-
lina State vs. Vanderbilt. (Live) Å

7:30 p.m. (FoxDetroit) NBA 
Basketball Cleveland Cavaliers 
at Detroit Pistons. (Live)

8:00 p.m. (Csnch) NBA Bas-
ketball Indiana Pacers at Chi-
cago Bulls. (Live) Å

8:15 p.m. (ESPN) NFL Foot-
ball Detroit Lions at Dallas Cow-
boys. (Live) 

Radio today

4:30 p.m.
NFL — Ravens at Steelers (WS-
JM-AM, 1400; WSJM-FM, 95.7)

5 p.m.
NBA — Bulls at Spurs (WLS-AM, 
890)

8:30 p.m.
NFL — Broncos at Chiefs (WSJM-
AM, 1400; WSJM-FM, 95.7)

Monday

8:30 p.m.
NFL — Lions at Cowboys (WSJM-
AM, 1400; WSJM-FM, 95.7)

AIRWAVES

CONTACT US
The Herald-Palladium sports 
desk is staffed after 7 p.m. 
nightly. Coaches or managers 
are asked to report results as 
soon as possible the evening of 
the event for publication in the 
next day’s edition.

Phone numbers
(269) 429-1294
(800) 356-4262 ext. 294
Fax number
(269) 429-4392

Email address                     
for reporting results
sports@TheHP.com
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Jason Mitchell
Sports Editor 
jmitchell@TheHP.com
429-1294

Ben Sanders
Sports Writer
bsanders@TheHP.com
932-0366

Aaron Crider
Sports Writer
acrider@TheHP.com
932-0371
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Buchanan volleyball player Taylor Strauss will play volleyball at Lake Michigan College. Strauss, 
pictured with her father, Jeff Strauss and her mother, Cally Curson, set several school records as 
a player for the Bucks. Buchanan reached the Class B semifinals this past season.

OFF TO COLLEGE

LOCAL SPORTS CALENDAR

Youth sports

Benton Harbor-St. Joseph 
YMCA: New programs for 
youth starting in January 
include kidnastics, intermedi-
ate kidnastics, girl power, and 
swim, cycle, run (12-18 yrs.), 
middle school hang out 
(MSHO), and family cardio 
dance. Continuing programs 
are water runners, junior 
sports, Y League ball (grades 
3-8), speed and agility, youth 
strength and fitness, karate, 
ballet, jazz, Dolphins swim 
team, and swim sessons. For 
more information, call 428-
9622.

St. Joseph girls basketball 
Biddy Bears: Saturday ses-
sions begin Jan. 7 and run 
through Feb. 25. Contact Paul 
Brohman at ladybearhoops@
gmail.com or call 281-1823 for 
more information, or go to the 

SJPA Online Community Cork-
board for registration.

Adult sports

Watervliet pickleball: St. 
Joseph Catholic School in 
Watervliet is hosting open play 
for pickleball from 7-9 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Clean 
gym or court shoes should be 
worn. There is no cost, but 
donations are accepted for use 
of the gymnasium. Youth under 
age 16 must be accompanied 
by an adult or guardian. For 
more information, call Jim 
Hogue at 468-4639.

New Buffalo Lions Club 
pickleball tournament: Jan. 
16, New Buffalo Elementary 
School. Men, women and 
mixed doubles teams, with top 
three places awarded medals. 
Cost is $25 per player. All lev-
els of play welcome. For more 
information, email Mark West-
erburg at mwesterburg@

gmail.com.
Benton Harbor-St. Joseph 

YMCA: New programs for 
adults starting in January 
include cross training, synergy, 
golf fit, cardio drumming, inter-
val core express, yoga flow, 
dodgeball league, and indoor 
soccer league. Continuing pro-
grams are diabetes prevention 
program, LIVESTRONG at the Y, 
group cycle classes, aqua fit-
ness classes, ballroom dance, 
Zumba, Tabata bootcamp, step 
cardio, body pump, Tai Chi, and 
yoga. For more information, 
call 428-9622.

Benton Harbor baseball

Benton Harbor Inner City 
Baseball League: Volunteer 
coaches are needed for the 
upcoming baseball and softball 
seasons. Seasons begin April 
22. For more information, con-
tact Robert Crossley at 759-
8840 or Carleton Brooks at 

338-9217. 

St. Joseph Hall of Fame

Nominations: Nominations 
are being accepted until Fri-
day for the 2017 St. Joseph 
High School Athletic Hall of 
Fame. Forms and guidelines 
can be found at www.
sjschools.org/athletics/hall-of-
fame or by emailing cwer-
dann@sjschools.org.

St. Joseph girls basketball

Biddy Bears: Saturday ses-
sions begin Jan. 7 and run 
through Feb. 25. Contact Paul 
Brohman at ladybearhoops@
gmail.com or call 281-1823 for 
more information, or go to the 
SJPA Online Community Cork-
board for registration.

The local sports calendar appears 
twice weekly in The Herald-Palladium. 
Submit items for the local sports cal-
endar to sports@TheHP.com or fax to 
429-4392.

By HP STAFF

SMAC 
All-West 
football 
team 
selected

The Southwestern 
Michigan Athletic Con-
ference has selected its 
all-West Division football 
team.

Local players named to 
the first team on offense 
included St. Joseph line-
men Nathan Griesbaum 
and Kulbir Singh, Niles 
tight end Jake Hamm, 
and Lakeshore running 
back Corey Hampton.

Making the first team 
on defense were Lake-
shore lineman Tyler 
Hill, defensive end Chris 
Osburn, linebacker Joe 
Burton and defensive 
back Shane Clapp, and 
St. Joseph lineman Noah 
Simpson, linebacker Co-
rey Malone-Hatcher and 
defensive back Derek Re-
inke.

Lakeshore’s Robert 
Dente was the first-team 
punter, and St. Joseph’s 
Carter Hall was an at-
large selection to the first 
team.

Second-team picks on 
offense were St. Joseph 
tight end Trevor Dilley 
and running back Jake 
Sremba, Lakeshore quar-
terback Joel Brawley and 
wide receiver Connor 
Brawley, and Niles line-
man Noah Frantz and 
wide receiver Tre Gray.

Making the second 
team on defense were 
Lakeshore lineman Bryce 
Robinson and defensive 
back Sean Branch, Niles 
lineman Austin Cur-
ran and linebacker Cody 
Glick, and St. Joseph de-
fensive end Ben Johanski 
and defensive back An-
drew Menke.

Honorable mention 
selections included St. 
Joseph lineman Marc 
Tuthill, wide recievers 
Izak Ruddell and Deryk 
Atkins and quarterback 
Griffin Beaudette, Lake-
shore offensive lineman 
Isaac Lybbert, wide re-
ceiver Logan Adams and 
defensive back Drew 
Waning, and Niles line-
backers Isaac Arriaga 
and Abijah Goodson.

By HP STAFF

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

AREA SCHEDULE
Tuesday

Boys basketball
Earl McKee Holiday Classic: Paw 
Paw vs. Coloma, 5:30; Benton Har-
bor vs. Bridgman 7:15 p.m.

Girls basketball
Benton Harbor at Kal. Loy Norrix Inv.
 

Wednesday
Boys basketball

Earl McKee Holiday Classic: Conso-
lation game, 5:30; championship 
game 7:15 p.m.
South Haven at Wyoming Tri-unity, 
7:15

Girls basketball
Benton Harbor at Kal. Loy Norrix Inv.
South Haven at Holland 4
River Valley at Bridgman, 7

College basketball
Schoolcraft College at Lake Michi-
gan College women, 3:30
Schoolcraft College at Lake Michi-
gan College men, 5:30
 

Thursday
Girls basketball

Watervliet, Hartford in holiday tour-
nament

Wrestling
Dowagiac, Niles at Defiance Tri-
State Border War (Defiance, Ohio)
South Haven at Ionia Mike Adamson 
Inv., 9
Brandywine, Bloomingdale, Bangor, 
Coloma, Covert, Hartford, Lawrence 
at Climax-Scotts Inv., 9
Buchanan at Comstock Inv., 9:30

College basketball
Lake Michigan College women at 
Mott Community College, 5:30
Lake Michigan College men at Mott 
Community College, 7:30
 

Friday
Boys basketball

Lou Harvey Great Lakes Classic: 
Cassopolis at Benton Harbor, 5:30
Girls basketball
Benton Harbor Lou Harvey Classic: 
Buchanan vs. Muskegon Heights, 
3:30; Benton Harbor vs. GR Ottawa 
Hills, 7:30 p.m.
Watervliet, Hartford in holiday tour-
nament

Wrestling
St. Joseph at Berrien Springs Inv., 9
Brandywine at Hillsdale Inv., 9:30

Hockey
Kalamazoo Eagles at Lakeshore-St. 
Joseph, 9
 

Saturday
Hockey

Lakeshore-St. Joseph at Kalamazoo 
United, 1
 

Tuesday, Jan. 3
Boys basketball

Covert at Fennville, 7
Niles at Dowagiac, 7:15
South Haven at Watervliet, 7:15
Edwardsburg at Berrien Springs, 
7:15
Bridgman at River Valley, 7:30
New Buffalo at Lake Michigan Cath-
olic, 7:30
Mendon at Brandywine, 7:30
Gobles at Bloomingdale, 7

Girls basketball
Covert at Fennville, 5:30
South Haven at Buchanan, 7:30
Kal. Home School at Lawrence, 7
Berrien Springs at Edwardsburg, 
7:15
Bloomingdale at Gobles, 7

Boys swimming
South Haven at Allegan, 6
 

Wednesday, Jan. 4
Girls basketball

Wyoming Godwin Heights at Benton 
Harbor, 7:30

Wrestling
South Haven at Dowagiac quad, 6
Berrien Springs at Mendon quad, 6
Brandywine quad, 6
Bronson at Buchanan, 6

Competitive cheer
Eau Claire at Bloomingdale, 6

College basketball
Kalamazoo Valley at Lake Michigan 
College women, 5:30
Kalamazoo Valley at Lake Michigan 
College men, 7:30
 

Thursday, Jan. 5
Girls basketball

Brandywine at New Buffalo, 7
Buchanan at Bridgman, 7:30
Brandywine at Berrien Springs, 7:30
Howardsville Christian at Michigan 
Lutheran, 7

Bowling
Otsego at South Haven, 4:30

Boys swimming
Kal. Central at Bridgman, 6

Kal. Loy Norrix at St. Joseph, 6
 

Friday, Jan. 6
Boys basketball

Holland West Ottawa at Lakeshore, 7
Gobles at Watervliet, 7
Decatur at Marcellus, 7
Buchanan at Bridgman, 7:15
Dowagiac at Edwardsburg, 7:15
Brandywine at Berrien Springs, 7:15
Paw Paw at South Haven, 7:15
Michigan Lutheran at Howardsville 
Christian, 7:30
Lake Michigan Catholic at Country-
side, 7:30
Bloomingdale at Eau Claire, 7:30
New Buffalo at Centreville, 7:30
Coloma at Fennville, 7:30
Hartford at Saugatuck, 7:30
Bangor at Schoolcraft, 7:30
Martin at Lawrence, 7:30

Girls basketball
Niles at Benton Harbor, 7
Paw Paw at South Haven, 5:45
Dowagiac at Edwardsburg, 6
River Valley at Grace Christian, 6
Lake Michigan Catholic at Country-
side, 6
Bloomingdale at Eau Claire, 6
Coloma at Fennville, 6
Hartford at Saugatuck, 6
Martin at Lawrence, 6
Gobles at Watervliet, 5:30
Decatur at Marcellus, 5:30
Bangor at Schoolcraft, 6

Hockey
West Ottawa at Lakeshore-St. 
Joseph, 7:20
 

Saturday, Jan. 7
Boys basketball

Mishawaka at Niles, 7
Girls basketball

St. Joseph at SB St. Joseph, 7:30 
Wrestling

Lakeshore at Allendale Inv., 9:30
Bloomingdale, Decatur, South Haven, 
River Valley at Bangor Inv., 10
Berrien Springs at Grand Rapids 
West Catholic, 9
Coloma at Fruitport Inv., 9

Bowling
South Haven Singles Invitational, 11

College basketball
Mid Michigan at Lake Michigan Col-
lege women, 1
Mid Michigan at Lake Michigan Col-
lege men, 3

Tigers bring back catcher Alex Avila on 1-year deal

Christmas came early for 
Alex Avila.

The Detroit Tigers have 
agreed to a one-year deal 
with Avila, the son of Ti-
gers president of baseball 
operations and general 
manager Al Avila. The con-
tract is worth $2 million, 
according to a person with 
knowledge of the situation.

Alex Avila told the Free 

Press in a phone interview 
that he’s happy to be back 
with the Tigers, where he 
played from 2009-2015.

When Avila talked about 
the possibility of returning 
to the club before Thanks-
giving, he said he wasn’t 
sure if  things would work 
out. He said talks with the 
club picked up earlier this 
week and he had a couple 
of other teams that ex-
pressed interest. As the 
offseason unfolded and 

the market showed itself, it 
made it more plausible that 
the Tigers could happen.

“Kind of got started ear-
lier this week and finished 
up today,” Avila said.

Avila said the negotia-
tions were handled by assis-
tant general manager John 
Westhoff.

“Alex provides us with 
the needed depth at the 
catching position,” Al Avila 
said in a released statement.

To create room on the 

40-man roster, the Tigers 
designated for assignment 
right-handed pitcher Angel 
Nesbitt.

Avila, 29, returns to the 
Tigers after playing for the 
Chicago White Sox in 2016. 
He played in 57 games and 
hit .213 with 19 runs, six 
doubles, seven home runs 
and 11 RBIs.

Originally drafted by the 
Tigers in the fifth round in 
2008, Avila played in the 
organization through 2015.

By GEORGE SIPPLE 
Detroit Free Press (TNS)


