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Superintendent Shelly Walker speaks during a Benton Harbor schools’ partnership agreement meeting Wednesday at Lake Michi-
gan College’s Mendel Center. 

Analyzing the 
partnership agreement

BENTON TOWN-
SHIP — For more than 
three hours, Benton Har-
bor Area School offi cials 
spoke, asked questions, 
and took suggestions from 
area businesses about a 
proposed partnership 
agreement designed to save 
the district.

Benton Harbor Super-
intendent Shelly Walker 
led the discussion in a con-

ference room inside the 
Mendel Center, while com-
munity and business rep-
resentatives, page by page, 
read through the fi rst draft 
of  the agreement Wednes-
day.

Walker told attendees 
the agreement was the 
district’s way of  gaining 
fi nancial support from the 
community and area busi-
nesses. She said  the dis-
trict hopes partners would 
serve all fi ve schools in the 
district, and not just the 
three schools being target-
ed by the state.

With several documents 
produced at the meeting, 

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Businesses, school 
officials hold second 
round of discussions

Benton Harbor school board President Joseph Taylor joins mem-
bers of the communities and local officials during a Benton Har-
bor schools’ partnership agreement meeting Wednesday at Lake 
Michigan College’s Mendel Center. 

Water 
management 
101 for SJ 
residents

ST. JOSEPH — The 
city of  St. Joseph is plan-
ning a series of  meetings 
on water and sewer im-
provements, and possible 
tax and rate hikes, to show 
residents that they’re not 
fl ushing money down the 
drain.

The dates for the fi rst 
two of  three meetings 
were approved by city 
commissioners at a work 
session Tuesday, City En-
gineer Tim Zebell said, 
with the third meeting ex-
pected to be in mid-July 
as plans are fi nalized.

The purpose of  the 
gatherings is to inform 
the public about the city’s 
$1 million Stormwater 
Asset Management and 
Wastewater (SAW) grant 
program and its Capital 
Improvement Program of 
preventative maintenance 
for underground infra-
structure, Zebell said.

Stormwater and waste 
water management isn’t 
something most people 
think about until there is 
a failure, services are in-
terrupted and a big bill 
comes due, he said. He 
compared the preventa-
tive maintenance effort to 
getting the oil changed or 
replacing parts on a car, 
which is less expensive 
than waiting for a break-
down.

Zebell said the city too 
often reacts when things 
break, and needs to do 
a better job of  planning 
and managing its infra-
structure.

The fi rst public meet-
ing is set for 10 a.m.-noon 
Saturday, April 22, at the 
public works garage at 
1160 Broad St.

Zebell said the open 
house will outline the 
basics of  the city’s water 
and sewer system. Resi-
dents will be able to view 
equipment used by crews, 
to gain an understanding 

of  the size and cost of 
the needed tools. Offi cials 
also will review the urban 
water cycle, the services 
delivered to residents 
and the revenue sources 
and expenditures for ev-
erything from fl ushing 
out sewer lines to sweep-
ing sand from sidewalks. 
There will be a running 
slide show of  road, sewer 
and water main condi-
tions.

The second meet-
ing is slated for 6-8 
p.m. Wednesday, May 24, 
in the City Commission 
chambers at City Hall. 
Along with a recap from 
the previous meeting, 
this session will focus on 
the SAW grant plan and 
the Capital Improvement 
Program, with a list of 
projects and costs. Staff  
will provide an overview 
of  the Computerized 
Maintenance Manage-
ment System, which al-
lows the department to 
schedule and keep track 
of  ongoing projects.

This meeting will em-
phasize the consequences 
of  doing nothing, Zebell 
said.

One slide presented 
to city commissioners 
showed that a collapsed 
sewer interceptor in Fra-
ser, Mich., created a sink-
hole, and costs for repairs 
were estimated at between 
$75 million and $150 mil-
lion. Maps will show 
where the most critical 
needs are in St. Joseph, 
and where failures in the 
system would have the 
greatest impact.

There are a lot of  needs 
in the city’s water and 
sewer system, Zebell said, 
with 89 projects targeted. 
As one example, four of 
the city’s 10 sewer lift sta-
tions – which move along 
material where gravity 
doesn’t do the job – are in 
poor condition, he said.

The majority of  the 
city’s water and sewer 
mains were installed in 
1950 or before.

One work session with 
commissioners, and pos-
sibly two, will be held 
between the second and 

By JOHN MATUSZAK
HP Staff Writer

Public meetings on 
infrastructure set 
before rate/tax 
hikes proposed

Mich. Senate votes to bring 
back job-creation tax breaks

LANSING — Michigan 
could again offer lucrative 
tax breaks to companies 
that add hundreds of jobs 
in the state under legislation 
overwhelmingly approved 
Wednesday in the Senate, 
a reversal of the shift away 
from such incentives under 

Gov. Rick Snyder’s watch.
The bills are backed by 

a coalition of business ex-
ecutives, economic develop-
ment offi cials and building 
unions that says Michigan 
is losing business to nearby 
states such as Ohio and In-
diana and Southern states 
such as South Carolina and 
Kentucky. Snyder, a Re-
publican, also supports the 

concept of the legislation 
as a way to attract good-
paying jobs.

The measures would 
authorize Michigan to let 
qualifi ed companies adding 
jobs keep half or all of the 
income tax withholdings of 
the new employees for fi ve 
or 10 years. The businesses 
would have to create at 
least 500 jobs that pay the 

regional average wage or, if  
they pay at least a quarter 
more than the regional av-
erage, at least 250 jobs.

Retail stores, pro sports 
stadiums and casinos 
could not qualify for the 
tax breaks, and annual 
foregone revenue would be 
capped at $250 million. No 

By DAVID EGGERT 
Associated Press

See WATER, page A2See JOBS, page A2

See AGREEMENT, page A6

It’s simply fabulous at new LMC offering

BENTON HARBOR 
—  Lake Michigan College 
is celebrating the grand 
opening of its cutting edge 

Fab Lab this weekend, and 
the public is invited to see 
what that vision looks like.

That opportunity comes 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urday at the lab, which is 
in the Hanson Technology 
Center at LMC’s Napier 
Avenue campus.

Fab Lab Manager An-
drea Oleniczak and Ken 

F l o w e r s , 
dean of ca-
reer and 
work force 
e d u c at i o n , 
will join fac-
ulty and staff  
in welcom-
ing visitors 
– whether they’re interest-
ed in learning how to cre-

ate and design something 
or simply curious about 
LMC’s latest venture.

In keeping with those 
ideals, no formal tour or 
program has been laid out, 
Oleniczak said.

“We’ll have several dif-
ferent pieces of equipment, 
and we’re going to have 
stations, where things are 

going on – so you can just 
kind of observe, or say, 
‘Hey, I’d like to cut some-
thing for myself, and get 
involved,’” she said.

Variety won’t be a prob-
lem for those ready to take 
the hands-on plunge, either.

“We’re going to be do-
ing balsa wood-style air-
planes, and have a station 

to paint and decorate your 
airplanes,” Oleniczak said. 
“Then, we’ll have two elec-
tronic stations – and then, 
another station, where we’ll 
have a robotic arm, that 
you can interact with.”

Also, forgoing a set agen-
da gives people “the same 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
 HP Correspondent

See FAB LAB, page A6

OLENICZAK

College to show off 
Fab Lab on Saturday

adnum=60835350

LEARN HOW TO BUILD A RESTAURANT MENU THAT 
LEADS TO SUCCESS! TO REGISTER, VISIT:
KALAMAZOO.SCORE.ORG/LOCALWORKSHOPS
Monday, April 24 from 9:30 a.m. to noon
Kinexus 499 West Main Street in Benton Harbor
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5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph
Today

Showers Likely

45°

Tonight

Showers Likely

43°

Friday

Rain Likely

45° / 38°

Saturday

Partly Cloudy

46° / 39°

Sunday

Mostly Cloudy

49° / 43°

Monday

Isolated Rain

52° / 47°

Today we will see cloudy skies 
with a 90% chance of showers, 
high temperature of 45°,
humidity of 82%. East wind 11 
mph. Expect cloudy skies 
tonight with a 95% chance of 
showers, overnight low of 43°.

Local Outlook 

Benton Harbor Yesterday
Temperature
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .High 58°
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Low 35°
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal High 52°
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal Low 32°
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Record High 82° in 1986
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Record Low 13° in 1915
 Precipitation
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yesterday 0.00"
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Month to date 1.86"
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal for month 2.31"
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Year to date 5.30"
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal Year to date 5.48"

Local Almanac 

Forecast map for March 30, 2017

National Weather Map 

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sunrise 7:31 a.m.
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sunset 8:09 p.m.
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Moonrise 9:22 a.m.
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Moonset 11:22 p.m.

First
4/3

Full
4/11

Last
4/19

New
4/26

Sun and Moon 

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yesterday 72
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Main Offender Particles

  ...................................0-50 Good
  ...................................51-100 Moderate
  ...................................101-150 Sensitive
  ...................................151-200 Unhealthy

The higher the 
number, the greater 
the need for people 
with respiratory 
problems to reduce 
outside activity.

Air Quality 

How many cloud droplets 
does it take to make a 
raindrop? ?

Answer: It takes about one million droplets 
to provide enough water for one raindrop.

Weather Trivia 

Today, E wind 19 to 21 kt, with gusts as high as 30 kt. Rain, with 
thunderstorms also possible. Waves 3 to 4 ft. Water temperature 
37 degrees.

Lake Michigan 

Upper Peninsula
Today, skies will be mostly cloudy to cloudy with scattered rain, 
highs in the 30s and 40s. East wind 10 to 16 mph. Expect partly 
cloudy to mostly cloudy skies Friday with scattered showers.
Lower Peninsula
Today, skies will be cloudy with scattered showers, highs in the 
40s. East wind 11 mph. Expect cloudy skies Friday with 
widespread rain, highs in the 40s and 50s. North wind 10 mph.

Michigan Forecast 

Benton
Harbor
45/43

Cheboygan
37/33

Chicago
45/40 Detroit

44/39

Flint
43/36

Gary
50/41

Grand
Rapids
42/37

Green Bay
37/33

Port
Huron
43/37

Lansing
43/37

Marquette
38/32

Midland
39/35

Milwaukee
39/36

Oshkosh
37/33

Sault Ste.
Marie
39/32

Toledo
44/34

Traverse
City
40/34

Regional Map 

DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1992

Paul Wilhite has directed the 
Tigers basketball team to a su-
per 84-20 record in his fi rst four 
years on the job. And each sea-
son Benton Harbor has come 
closer to capturing the school’s 
fi rst state title since 1965.

The Tigers reached the region-
al fi nal in both 1989 and 1990, 
moved on to the state semifi nals 
in 1991 and fi nished as the Class 
A runners-up this year.

35 years ago – 1982
Walter F. Browe, president 

of Lake Michigan College, has 
been elected president of the 
Blossomland United Way board 
of directors for 1982.

Dr. Browe was elected unani-
mously by board members to 
succeed Robert Molhoek of 

Bell-Molhoek Inc. in the post.
He has served as vice presi-

dent of the United Way board 
of directors for three years, and 
was general campaign chairman 
in 1976.

50 years ago – 1967
With court time taken over 

almost completely by criminal 
cases, a big backlog of  civil 
suits has piled up in Berrien 
County Circuit Court. In the 
past two years only 15 civil 
suits, other than condemnation 
cases which get priority, have 
been tried in the Berrien Cir-
cuit Court.

Having two courtrooms in 
St. Joseph that could handle 
jury cases was expected to ease 
the problem but in six months 
of operation only three civil cas-
es have seen the light of day.

Today is Thursday, March 30, 
the 89th day of 2017. There are 
276 days left in the year.

Highlight in History:
On March 30, 1867, U.S. 

Secretary of State William H. 
Seward reached agreement with 
Russia to purchase the territory 
of Alaska for $7.2 million (the 
rough equivalent of $125 million 
today), a deal ridiculed by critics 
as “Seward’s Folly.”

On this date:
In 1870, the 15th Amendment 

to the U.S. Constitution, which 
prohibited denying citizens the 
right to vote and hold offi ce on 
the basis of race, was declared in 
effect by Secretary of State Ham-
ilton Fish. 

In 1923, the Cunard liner RMS 
Laconia became the fi rst passen-
ger ship to circle the globe as it 
arrived in New York.

In 1945, during World War II, 
the Soviet Union invaded Austria 
with the goal of taking Vienna, 
which it accomplished two weeks 
later.

In 1964, John Glenn withdrew 
from the Ohio race for the U.S. 
Senate because of injuries suf-
fered in a fall. 

In 1981, President Ronald Rea-
gan was shot and seriously injured 
outside a Washington, D.C., ho-
tel by John W. Hinckley, Jr.; also 
wounded were White House press 
secretary James Brady, Secret Ser-
vice agent Timothy McCarthy 
and a District of Columbia police 
offi cer, Thomas Delahanty.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

OBITUARIES
Pal T. Shinault

Pal T. Shinault, 77, 
of Grand Junction was 
called home to be with the 
Lord Tues-
day, March 
28, 2017, 
at Bronson 
Hospital of 
South Haven.

Pal was 
born July 
22, 1939, in 
Marked Tree, 
Ark., the son of Joseph and 
Luvicie (Phillips) Shinault 
and lived the majority of his 
life in the Grand Junction 
area. Pal was a member of 
the Bangor Free Methodist 
Church, where he was active 
on the board and did the 
general maintenance. Pal 
was baptized at the Maple 
Grove Bible Church in 1976 
by the Rev. Jack Oliver. He 
enjoyed Tigers baseball, 
motorcycling, snowmobil-
ing, dune buggies, his old 
truck, and fi xing every-
thing, and was an avid Jeff  
Gordon fan. He was loved 
by everybody, was the fa-
vorite uncle, and never met 
a stranger. Pal loved his 
family more than anything.

Surviving are his wife, 
Eva, whom he married 
in 1982; three  sons: Da-
vid (Rhonda) Shinault of 
Coloma, Rusty (William) 
Shinault of Lakeland, Fla., 
Danny (Lauri) Shinault of 
Kalamazoo; three  stepchil-
dren: Kim (Hank) Klok 
of Otsego, Kevin (Mica) 
Garrett of Longmont, 
Colo., Dawn Distefano of 
Indian Rocks Beach, Fla.; 
56 grandchildren, includ-
ing great-grandchildren; 
four  sisters: Rachel May-
nard, Bertha Truelove, Ju-
dith Kennedy, Dola Mur-
phy; and many nieces and 
nephews.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Joseph 
Shinault, Luvicie Menieur; 
stepfather, Harper Menieur; 
sister, Gladys Ashlock; 
brothers, Deloyd Stipes, 
James Shinault; stepson, 
Gary Garrett; and grand-
son, Gage Jenkins.

The family will meet 
friends from 2-4 p.m. and 
from 6-8 p.m.  Thursday at 
the Bangor Chapel, D. L. 
Miller Funeral Home. The 
funeral service will be at 
1 p.m. Friday at the Bangor 
Free Methodist Church, 
with the Rev.  Daniel Stout 
offi ciating. Interment will 
follow in Arlington Hill 
Cemetery. The family sug-
gests memorials be made to 
the Bangor Free Methodist 
Church. www.dlmillerfu-
neralhome.com.

Joseph F. Herter

Joseph F. Herter, 91, of 
Eau Claire died Monday, 
March 27, 2017, at Bay-
front Health 
in Punta 
Gorda, Fla.

F u n e r a l 
services will 
be at 10 a.m. 
S a t u r d a y , 
April 1, at 
Silver Creek 
U n i t e d 
Methodist Church, Dowa-
giac, of  which he was a 
member. Heather McDou-
gall will offi ciate, and buri-
al will be in Mission Hills 
Memorial Gardens, Niles. 
Friends may visit from 6-8 
p.m. Friday, March 31, at 
Bowerman Funeral Home 
in Eau Claire, and leave 
online messages at www.
bowermanfuneral.com. 
Memorial donations may 
be made to Silver Creek 
UMC, or to Indian Lake 
Fire Department.

Joseph was born May 
3, 1925, in Saskatchewan, 
Canada, the son of  Henry 
and Wilhelmina (Bauer) 
Herter. He farmed all of 
his life, as well as working 
in tool and die for Sund-
strand Corp., Dowagiac. 
He served as a volunteer 
fi reman for the Indian 
Lake Fire Department, 
and he belonged to the 
Masonic Lodge and the 
Moose Lodge in Dowa-
giac. He wintered the last 
27 years at Lettuce Lake 
Campground in Fort Og-
den, Fla., where he had 
many good times and en-
joyed the friendships made 
there.

Survivors include his 
wife, Carol; sons: Vernon 
(Vickie) Herter of  Eau 
Claire, Niel (Gail) Kuhns 
of  Mishawaka, Ind., Phil-
lip Forrester of  Bellevue, 
Mich.; daughters: Sue 
(Terry) Gantt of  Goshen, 
Ind., Catherine Kramer 
of  Coloma, Vicky Ka-
tona and Renee Bently of 
North Carolina; brothers, 
Don (Diane) Herter and 
Les (Joellen) Herter of 
Dowagiac; sisters: Linda 
Burget of  Kalamazoo, 
Virginia Hughes of  Eau 
Claire, Phyllis (Bill) Reitz 
and Hedy (Gene) Taube 
of  Sevierville, Tenn.; 18 
grandchildren; and 16 
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death 
by his fi rst wife, Catherine; 
son, Bill Kuhns; brothers, 
Victor and Ernest Herter; 
sisters, Nellie Price and 
Violet Freese; and two 
grandchildren, Jeff  Setter-
burg and Kristina Kramer.

SHINAULT HERTER

experience at 10:05 (a.m.), 
as they come in at 1:05 
(p.m.),” Flowers said.

“That’s the whole pro-
cess of a fab lab, anyway. 
It’s not on a scheduled 
agenda. It’s about learn-
ing at your own pace, and 
feeling comfortable, being 
around this equipment, 
if  you’ve never seen it be-
fore,” he said.

Light snacks will be pro-
vided.

To register, or learn 
more about class or mem-
bership opportunities, visit 
lakemichigancollege.edu/
fablab.

The Fab Lab, as it name 
implies, is an open access 

digital fabrication studio 
and collaborative work-
shop that provides infor-
mation, software and tools 
for that purpose.

Available resources will 
include laser cutters, 3-D 
printers and vinyl cutters, 
as well as a wood shop, 
CNC router, hand tools 
and design software, such 
as the Adobe Creative 
Suite.

When asked what she 
wants the public to take 
home when they leave, Ole-
niczak responded: “Being 
able to have the opportu-
nity to come in, and have 
a sense for what the work-
shop is. Because the Fab 
Lab is a community, open-
based workshop, there’s a 
lot of freedom, but I think 
people don’t know exactly 

where they might fi t in that 
mix.”

That experience will con-
tinue after Saturday’s event 
with a series of short, low-
cost workshops aimed at 
those “who know exactly 
what they want to create, 
but aren’t sure how to do 
it,” a summary posted on 
LMC’s website states.

“You can be a member, 
come back and take a class, 
or take a workshop, and be 
hands-on. There’s all these 
different ways that you can 
interact with the space,” 
Oleniczak said. “Beyond 
the equipment, we have 
this beautiful space for 
people to come together, in 
a sense, whether they’re us-
ing the tools, or brewing a 
pot of coffee, and sharing 
what everyone’s working 

on.”
Flowers said he sees the 

Fab Lab’s long-term uses 
extending beyond the Han-
son Tech Center, which 
opened last August as part 
of LMC’s effort to put all 
its manufacturing technol-
ogy programs in one place.

“We look at our whole 
building as a Fab Lab,” 
Flowers said. “It’s all 
about drawing people into 
this space, doing these 
things – young people are 
coming in (for example), 
learning how to do things 
with their hands. That’s a 
skill set that’s not happen-
ing like it used to, so we’re 
trying to build that back in 
the community, and letting 
people say, ‘I want to do 
this,’ whether it be here, or 
whether at home.”

about nine businesses and 
organizations were listed 
as partners.

After the meeting, 
Walker said there were 
more partners that showed 
interest last week. Howev-
er, due to the quick turn-
around from last week’s 
meeting, Walker said they 
didn’t have enough time to 
respond.

“The more you can col-
laborate and work with 
others, the better out-
comes you will always 
get,” Walker said. “I antic-
ipate there is going to be 
more businesses to part-
ner with. But for now, I’m 
hoping people will have 
time to digest everything.”

This was the second 
partnership agreement 
meeting, which took place 
a week from the fi rst one.

Last Thursday, repre-
sentatives from the state’s 
School Reform Offi ce said 
the school district needed 
to enter into a partnership 
with the Michigan Depart-
ment of Education by April 
30. Otherwise, the Dream 
Academy would be closed 
and a CEO would be ap-
pointed to take charge of 
International Academy at 
Hull and STEAM at MLK 
after the school year ends.

The partnership agree-
ment was handed out to at-
tendees, a section at a time, 
to look over for inspection. 
Each person in attendance 
was given a lunch to eat 
and openly discussed the 
benchmarks and goals laid 
out for potential partners 
– including the superinten-
dent and Board of Educa-
tion – that would need to 
be accomplished in 18- and 
36-month intervals.

These goals and bench-
marks were created based 
on what businesses said 
they would be willing to do, 
following last week’s meet-
ing.

By using a statistical ap-
proach to project where the 
district’s students should be 
within the next 18 and 36 
months, various goals for 
the three schools in ques-
tions were laid out in ref-
erence to profi ciency and 
growth.

“I am not happy with 
30 percent profi ciency, but 
statistically speaking, this 
is where we need to be,” 
Walker said.

Michigan Department 
of Education Superinten-
dent Brian Whiston said 
as everyone goes through 
the process, the state and 
the district is going to 
learn what works and what 
doesn’t.

“They (BHAS adminis-
tration) are doing things we 
would do with this partner-
ship agreement,” Whiston 
assured the meeting’s at-
tendees. “I don’t ever want 
the state to take over the dis-
trict. That would not be in 
the students’ best interest.”

A new perspective

With a change of  venue, 
there also seemed to be a 
change in tone among at-
tendees.

After the meeting, 
BHAS Board President 
Joseph Taylor said he 
thought the second round 
of  talks was more effective 
than what transpired last 
Thursday.

“I think this time 
around, Superintendent 
Whiston put the guns 
down and we all came out 
with a new perspective,” 
Taylor said. “He had a 
changed attitude from last 
week’s meeting. The agree-
ment was probably 80 per-
cent good and maybe 20 
percent bad.”

In reference to this, Tay-
lor said there were certain 
items the Board of  Educa-
tion did not agree with.

“We had a problem with 
the superintendent’s goals 
as well as the board’s 
(goals),” Taylor said. 
“They (the state) have 
overstepped their bounds 
on some of  the items 
they’ve wanted the board 
to do. … However, I feel 
confi dent the agreement 

will be signed. We just 
have a couple line items we 
have to work on to make 
it feasible for all concerns.

“The bottom line for 
this agreement, is student 
achievement.”

All interested partners 
will next meet with school 
offi cials at 10 a.m. April 
25 in a yet-to-be-chosen 
location. Walker told at-
tendees they had until 
April 7 to send anymore 
suggestions to the district 
before a fi nal draft is cre-
ated.

Walker said what’s driv-
ing the early deadline for 
the agreement to be signed 
is the school millage that 
will be voted on during a 
May 2 special election.

By having a partner-
ship agreement signed and 
in place, Walker said she 
hopes voters will feel more 
assured in voting in favor 
of  the millage.

In January, SRO re-
leased a list of  38 schools, 
including three in Benton 
Harbor, that are on its list 
to be closed or put under 
a CEO because they have 
been in the bottom 5 per-
cent of  the state’s Top-To-
Bottom list for three con-
secutive years.

Dream Academy was 
a charter school until it 
joined Benton Harbor 
Area Schools in the fall 
as the district’s alternative 
high school.

The other two schools 
on the list were recon-
fi gured in the fall so all 
students in kindergarten 
through second grade at-
tend Hull, and students 
in third through fi fth 
grades attend STEAM. 
Before that, both schools 
taught fi rst through eighth 
grades.

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

Don Campbell / HP staff

Michigan schools Superintendent Brian Whiston attends a Ben-
ton Harbor schools’ partnership agreement meeting Wednes-
day at Lake Michigan College’s Mendel Center. 

AGREEMENT
From page A1

FAB LAB
From page A1


