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WATERVLIET’S 
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LIKES ‘CHASING 
BAD GUYS’

Local, A3

Gamecocks win women’s hoops title 
Sports, B1

Weather
High 

Today

52

Low
Tonight

44

The Hanson Technology 
Center on the campus of 
Lake Michigan College in 
Benton Township, seen in 
August 2016, houses the 
Fab Lab, which had its 
grand opening Saturday. 
Don Campbell / HP staff 

BENTON HARBOR — Noth-
ing beats the thrill of creating an 
item you’ve just designed, especial-
ly if  there’s a way of combining the 
artistic and the technical side.

That’s why Lake Michigan Col-
lege students Michael Hettlinger 
and Hannah Bever spent a week 
at the Fab Lab’s 3-D printer – and 
worked out the details of creating 
pieces of a blue and yellow plastic 
sword for a superhero costume.

“Since we couldn’t be here 24-
7, we could only print one or two 
pieces (of the sword) a day. It’s 
making everything easier, instead 
of buying a plastic sword, or an 
actual sword. It costs a lot less,” 
Hettlinger said.

“Plus, we couldn’t get the ma-
terial and put in the effort – we 
couldn’t do that – for the $30 we’re 
paying here (per month) to use all 
this stuff,” Bever said.

By Saturday, the pair’s creation 
– which they adapted from a web-
site – was resting on a table near an 
Iron Man mask, one of many ob-
jects shown at the Fab Lab’s grand 
opening in the Hanson Technol-
ogy Center at LMC’s Napier Av-
enue campus.

Energy surge
The lab is a centerpiece of 

LMC’s efforts to stimulate local 
interest in design and manufac-
turing, and help train future gen-
erations of makers at the center, 
which opened in August.

Available resources included la-
ser cutters, 3-D printers and vinyl 
cutters, as well as a wood shop, 

CNC router, hand tools and de-
sign software, such as the Adobe 
Creative Suite.

A large table set aside for creat-
ing and decorating balsa wood air-
planes also drew a steady stream 
of visitors throughout the event.

Bever and Hettlinger are work-
ing on associate degrees in radiol-
ogy and science, respectively – and 
agreed that Saturday’s experience 
will stick with them for a long 
time.

“Maybe more for me because 
I’m trying to be a chemical engi-
neer. It might just be a hobby,” said 

Hettlinger of Berrien Springs.
“I don’t think it’s going to affect 

my career choice, but I do really 
enjoy things like this,” said Bever 
of Buchanan.

Those words sounded fi ne to 
Fab Lab Manager Andrea Olenic-
zak, who noticed a defi nite surge 
throughout the event.

“The coolest thing is we’ve had 
new members come in, who hon-
estly don’t know what they’re go-
ing to do. ... Just seeing all of that 
come to life is so fun,” she said.

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Coming from miles around 
to check out Fab Lab

Educators say 
they’re encouraged 
by graduation 
requirement bills

LANSING — A package 
of four bills passed by the 
Michigan House on Thurs-
day would update high 
school graduation require-
ments.

Area school superinten-
dents say  it’s typically a 
good thing when more op-
tions are  introduced into 
education. 

“I think anytime we can 
provide some fl exibility 
to satisfying state require-
ments for kids, its a positive. 
It may allow for students to 
align their course sched-
ule to their future plans,” 
Watervliet Superintendent 
Kevin Schooley said. 

These bills aim to do just 
that. 

One of the bills, spon-
sored by state Rep. Beth 
Griffi n, R-Mattawan, 
would update the 21st Cen-
tury Skills requirements. 

Her bill requires students 
to complete at least three 
courses in any combina-
tion of 21st Century Skills, 
including foreign language, 
visual or performing arts, 
computer science or cod-
ing, or a formal career/tech-
nical education (CTE) pro-
gram in order to graduate.

“We need 
to help match 
our high 
school cur-
riculum with 
the careers 
and jobs out 
there today,” 
Griffi n said 
in a news release. “This is a 
great step towards helping 
prepare kids for today and 
their future.”

Brandywine schools Su-
perintendent John Jarpe 
said he is in favor of any-
thing that gives high school 
students more fl exibility. 

One of the bills in the 
package would allow for 
statistics to be an alterna-
tive to Algebra II within 
current standards that re-
quire at least four math 
credits to graduate. 

“If they are in a com-
puter-assisted design or 
machine skills class, they 
shouldn’t also have to take 
Algebra II. It would be 
great if students could take 
something that would fulfi ll 
a requirement and they’re 
engaged and interested in,” 
Jarpe said. “We don’t want 
to pigeonhole students.”

Another bill would allow 
the foreign language course 

By ALEXANDRA NEWMAN
HP Staff Writer

Ralph Heibutzki / HP correspondent

Amy Heinke and Steve Weaver came up from Bremen, Ind., on Saturday to take 
advantage of the open house at Lake Michigan College’s Fab Lab. They used the 
lab to help make this three-dimensional cross.

Factory direct by you
GRIFFIN

A flood of trouble
BERRIEN SPRINGS — 

Lakefront property is over-
rated.

At least when it shows 
up where you don’t want it 
after two days of hard rain. 
And there appears no swift 
way to get rid of it.

That’s the frustration 
Russ and Cindy Philip are 
feeling these days on their 
4 acres along Hinchman 
Road in Oronoko Town-
ship. Last week’s rain cre-
ated something more than 

a pond where fl ooding has 
been an annoyance.

“This is the worse we’ve 
ever had it ... and the neigh-
bors tell you, ‘Did you hear 
about Lake Hinchman?” 
Cindy said in a phone inter-
view.

Philip said the couple 
bought the country home 
almost three years ago to 
get more space for their fi ve 
children and three horses. 
She said they’ve had to 
send the horses to a stable 
near  Buchanan because 
their corral is under water.

“Horses can get seriously 

sick if  they stand in water,” 
she said.

Philip said Saturday the 
water has gone down since 
the rain stopped Thursday, 
in part because the couple 
uses a submersible pump 
to send some of it down an 
abandoned well. But that 
effort drives up the electric 
bill.

Philip said they’ve been 
frustrated with the response 
from the Berrien County 
drain commissioner. Last 
year it was Roger Zilke. 

By JIM DALGLEISH
Assistant Local News Editor

Heavy rain, overtaxed drain creates headaches for Oronoko Twp. family

Photo provided

Last week’s heavy rains gave Russ and Cindy Philip an unwanted lake at their Hinchman Road 
property in Oronoko Township. The horses that normally use this corral have been sent to a stable 
near Buchanan.

Fights over high court go 
back to Washington himself

WASHINGTON — 
Wondering when Supreme 
Court nominations became 
so politically contentious? 
Only about 222 years ago 
– when the Senate voted 
down George Washington’s 
choice for chief justice.

This year’s brouhaha 
sees Senate Democrats and 
Republicans bracing for a 
showdown over President 
Donald Trump’s nominee, 
Neil Gorsuch. It’s the latest 
twist in the political wran-
gling that has surrounded 
the high court vacancy al-
most from the moment Jus-

tice Antonin Scalia died in 
February 2016.

“We are in an era of ex-
treme partisan energy right 
now,” said University of 
Georgia law professor Lori 
Ringhand. “In such a mo-
ment, the partisanship will 
manifest itself  across gov-
ernment, and there’s no 
reason to think the nomina-
tion process will be exempt 
from that. It hasn’t been in 
the past.”

Each side has accused 
the other of unprecedented 
obstruction. Republicans 
wouldn’t even hold a hear-
ing for Merrick Garland, 

By MARK SHERMAN 
Associated Press

See DRAIN, page A8

See BILLS, page A8

See FAB LAB, page A8

See COURT, page A8
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5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph
Today

Showers Likely

52°

Tonight

Showers Likely

44°

Tuesday

Showers Likely

46° / 41°

Wednesday

Showers Likely

50° / 42°

Thursday

Showers Likely

42° / 37°

Friday

Scattered Rain

40° / 38°

Today we will see cloudy skies 
with an 80% chance of 
showers, high temperature of 
52°, humidity of 84%. East 
southeast wind 6 to 10 mph. 
Expect cloudy skies tonight with 
an 85% chance of showers, 
overnight low of 44°.

Local Outlook 

Benton Harbor Yesterday
Temperature
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .High 60°
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Low 38°
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal High 54°
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal Low 34°
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Record High 80° in 1963
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Record Low 18° in 1899
 Precipitation
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yesterday 0.00"
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Month to date 0.00"
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal for month 0.20"
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Year to date 6.49"
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal Year to date 5.85"

Local Almanac 

Forecast map for April 3, 2017

National Weather Map 

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sunrise 7:24 a.m.
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sunset 8:13 p.m.
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Moonrise 12:40 p.m.
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Moonset 3:34 a.m.

First
4/3

Full
4/11

Last
4/19

New
4/26

Sun and Moon 

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yesterday 65
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Main Offender Particles

  ...................................0-50 Good
  ...................................51-100 Moderate
  ...................................101-150 Sensitive
  ...................................151-200 Unhealthy

The higher the 
number, the greater 
the need for people 
with respiratory 
problems to reduce 
outside activity.

Air Quality 

Where did the term 
"hurricane" come from? ?

Answer: It was derived from Huracan, a 
Carib God of Evil.

Weather Trivia 

Today, E wind 9 to 12 kt. Showers. Waves around 1 ft. Water 
temperature 37 degrees. Tonight, NNE wind 7 to 12 kt. Winds 
could gust as high as 25 kt.

Lake Michigan 

Upper Peninsula
Today, skies will be cloudy with widespread showers, highs in the 
40s and 50s. East southeast wind 5 to 9 mph. Expect mostly 
cloudy skies Tuesday with widespread showers, highs in the 40s.
Lower Peninsula
Today, skies will be cloudy with widespread showers, highs in the 
50s and 60s. East southeast wind 6 to 10 mph. Expect mostly 
cloudy skies Tuesday with widespread showers, highs in the 40s 
and 50s.

Michigan Forecast 

Benton
Harbor
52/44

Cheboygan
48/37

Chicago
48/43 Detroit

60/50

Flint
60/49

Gary
56/44

Grand
Rapids
58/46

Green Bay
50/43

Port
Huron
60/46

Lansing
59/47

Marquette
47/37

Midland
58/44

Milwaukee
49/41

Oshkosh
48/42

Sault Ste.
Marie
48/39

Toledo
60/52

Traverse
City
55/40

Regional Map 

DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1992

Few Big Eight softball observ-
ers argue the fact that St. Joseph 
is loaded.

The Bears are cited as a prime 
contender for the Big Eight con-
ference title, the Class B district 
crown and even statewide hon-
ors.

The biggest reason why is se-
nior pitcher Jamie Mandarino. 
The 5-2 fi reballing Bear racked 
up a record of 21-6 last season 
with an ERA of 0.90 and coach 
Rick Bloodworth expects more 
of the same this year.

35 years ago – 1982
Valarie Grimes of Coloma 

Township has been appointed 
to the new position of executive 
director of the Humane Society 
according to Frank Cleary, pres-
ident of the society.

Cleary said the post was creat-
ed to promote the aims and ob-
jectives of the Humane Society 
and enlarge its scope of animal 
assistance.

Mrs. Grimes said the society is 
preparing to launch a campaign 
of “Get acquainted with your 
Humane Society” in conjunc-
tion with “Be Kind to Animals 
Week.”

50 years ago – 1967
Detective Charles F. Long re-

tired Friday from the Michigan 
State Police where he has served 
more than 25 years. He will be 
succeeded by Detective Lewis G. 
Smith who will come here from 
East Lansing Monday. Long 
joined the state police in Sep-
tember 1941. He served in six 
different posts around the state, 
coming to South Haven Post in 
1959.

Today is Monday, April 3, the 
93rd day of 2017. There are 272 
days left in the year.

Highlight in history:
On April 3, 1942, during 

World War II, Japanese forces 
began their fi nal assault on 
Bataan against American and 
Filipino troops who surrendered 
six days later; the capitulation 
was followed by the notorious 
Bataan Death March.

On this date:
In 1776, George Washington 

received an honorary Doctor of 
Laws degree from Harvard Col-
lege.

In 1860, the legendary Pony 
Express began carrying mail be-

tween St. Joseph, Missouri, and 
Sacramento, California. (The 
delivery system lasted only 18 
months before giving way to the 
transcontinental telegraph.)

In 1869, Edvard Grieg’s Piano 
Concerto in A Minor, Op. 16, 
premiered in Copenhagen.

In 1882, outlaw Jesse James 
was shot to death in St. Joseph, 
Missouri, by Robert Ford, a 
member of James’ gang.

In 1936, Bruno Hauptmann 
was electrocuted in Trenton, 
New Jersey, for the kidnap-mur-
der of Charles Lindbergh Jr.

In 1948, President Harry S. 
Truman signed the Marshall 
Plan, designed to help European 
allies rebuild after World War II 
and resist communism.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

This year it’s Christopher 
Quattrin, elected to the 
post in November.

Quattrin said he ap-
preciates  the Philip fam-
ily’s  frustrations, and he 
feels it himself.

“It’s nothing we can do 
overnight,” he said. “I’m 
trying to fi nd the most ef-
fective way we can do it, 
and then I have to fi nd a 
method to fund it.”

And that could take a 
few years and an undeter-
mined amount of  money.

The water covering  the 
Philip property originates 
from south of  Hinchman 
Road, Quattrin said. For 
years, that water spread 
out into the woodlands 
and ponds south of 
Hinchman and through 
a culvert under the road 
onto the Philip property.

In addition, there is  a 
buried drain pipe laid un-
der Hinchman, which cuts 
under the Philip  prop-
erty and veers northwest 

through a farm fi eld and 
connects with the open 
drain along Scottdale 
Road.

The culvert and pipe 
met the task until residen-
tial development in recent 
years south of  Hinch-
man, Quattrin said. The 
water that used to spread 
out is now directed north, 
spilling onto Philip land.

Quattrin said one pos-
sible answer is to expand 
the buried pipe, but it’s 
not clear the Scottdale 
Road drain can handle 
the additional water. 
Laying larger pipe and 
increasing the Scott-
dale Road drain’s capac-
ity won’t come cheap, he 
said.

Furthermore, he said, 
there is a chance the 
Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality 
may not issue the permits.

Regardless, Quattrin 
said his department is do-
ing more homework and 
will likely consult engi-
neers.

Contact: jdalgleish@TheHP.com, 
932-0356, Twitter @HPDalgleish

DRAIN
From page A1

requirement to be met by 
taking  a CTE program 
or visual/performing arts 
course.

Jarpe said this update is 
good too because if  a stu-
dent really wants to be fl u-
ent in  a foreign language 
they’re going to need more 
than two years of it. If  a 
student is interested in en-
gineering, they would be 
able to take a class more 
interesting to them, he 
said. 

The fourth bill would 
allow completion of an 
Occupational Safety and 

Health Administration 
general industry or con-
struction training program 
to fulfi ll a health education 
requirement.

Graduation require-
ments in Michigan  have 
gone through updates like 
this many times over the 
last few years and even 
more are proposed in the 
legislature now. 

Rep.  Kim LaSata, R-
Bainbridge Township, is 
also among the bills’ spon-
sors. 

The bills can be read 
at  https://goo.gl/Y3f4pM. 
The Senate will now con-
sider the bill package.

Contact: anewman@TheHP.com, 
932-0357, Twitter: @HPANewman

BILLS
From page A1

Unlocking secrets
For Bremen, Ind., resi-

dents Amy Heinke and 
Steve Weaver, the chance to 
simplify the creation pro-
cess for their 3-D objects – 
such as “The Living Cross 
of Christ,” a series of 44 
interlinked wooden cross 
pieces – provided the big 
draw for coming Saturday.

The design “came as a 
vision” to Weaver at 3:30 
a.m. one night, which he 
sketched on paper – and 
then he convinced a crafts-
man friend to fi nish 2.5 ver-
sions of that piece, he said.

“It’s like a craftsman 
trade secret, how you notch 

these damn things out, and 
put them together,” Weaver 
said, laughing.

“Anyway, he (the crafts-
man) crafted it, but it’s too 
time-consuming, and didn’t 
want to reproduce anymore: 
‘Here’s your prototypes, and 
good luck,’” Heinke said.

Heinke liked what she saw 
of the lab.

“The technology’s here, 
and we don’t have access to 
that technology, generally. 
We came to see what would 
be the most cost-effective 
way to reproduce it,” Hein-
ke said, smiling. “I think 
there’s possibilities.”

Ahead of the curve
LMC physics and engi-

neering technology instruc-
tor John Stahl was among 

the faculty members mak-
ing the rounds on Saturday.

He, too, logged time on 
the 3-D printer to create 
the Iron Man mask, which 

he adapted from a website 
design.

“We can get people up 
and running on 3-D print-
ers pretty fast. The real skill 

is making that model from 
scratch, which is why we 
want to bring more people 
in,” Stahl said.

Having space  dedicated 
to manufacturing and de-
sign should keep students 
ahead of the curve, Stahl 
said.

For example, “3-D print-
ing is becoming more and 
more prevalent – so they 
(students) need to have 
that experience,” Stahl said. 
“And when you can do it 
an environment with differ-
ent people, from different 
backgrounds, that’s when 
you see some really creative 
stuff happening.”

Stahl sees the Fab Lab’s 
presence as signifi cant for 
one other reason.

“Makers’ spaces are 

around, but you’ll usually 
fi nd them in big cities, like 
Chicago or Detroit,” Stahl 
said. “Some place smaller, 
like this, you don’t have that 
– they’re expensive to run.”

Oleniczak said she looks 
forward to sorting through 
the feedback she’s heard – 
and where she hopes to see 
the Lab go next.

“I’m excited about some 
of the partnerships that are 
going to happen – (such 
as) working with Krasl 
(Art Center), Water Street 
Glassworks. It’s nice for 
us, for exposure, but it’s so 
great for them, to expand 
their program, and what 
they can do in their studio 
space. It just brings the 
community together again, 
on a bigger scale,” she said.

Ralph Heibutzki / HP correspondent

John Stahl was among the Lake Michigan College faculty mem-
bers making rounds at Saturday’s Fab Lab open house. He used 
a 3-D printer to make an Iron Man mask from plastic.

FAB LAB
From page A1

President Barack Obama’s 
nominee. Democrats are 
threatening a fi libuster, 
which takes 60 votes to 
overcome, to try to stop 
Gorsuch from becoming 
a justice. If they succeed, 
Republicans who control 
the Senate could change 
the rules and prevail with a 
simple majority vote in the 
100-member body.

As she lays out in “Su-
preme Court Confi rmation 
Hearings and Constitution-
al Change,” the book she 
co-wrote, Ringhand said, 
“There were more rejected 
nominees in the fi rst half  
of the nation’s history than 
in the second half. That 
controversy has been parti-
san in many cases, back to 
George Washington.”

“Confi rmations have 
been episodically controver-
sial,” said Ringhand, who is 
the Georgia law school’s as-
sociate dean. “The level of 
controversy has ebbed and 
fl owed.”

John Rutledge, a South 
Carolinian who was a 
drafter of the Constitution, 
was the fi rst to succumb to 
politics. The Senate con-
fi rmed Rutledge as a justice 
in 1789, a post he gave up 
a couple of years later to 
become South Carolina’s 
chief justice.

In 1795, Washington 
nominated Rutledge to re-
place John Jay as chief jus-
tice. By then, Rutledge had 
become an outspoken op-
ponent of the Jay Treaty, 
which sought to reduce ten-
sions with England. A year 
after ratifying the treaty, 
the Senate voted down Rut-
ledge’s nomination.

The rejected chief justice 
was partly a victim of his 
own design. He was among 

the drafters who insisted 
Congress should have a role 
in the Supreme Court ap-
pointment process, rather 
than leave it solely to the 
president, historian Henry 
Abraham wrote in his his-
tory of high court appoint-
ments, “Justices, Presidents, 
and Senators.”

Rutledge was not the 
last to get close to the life-
time appointment to the 
court only to see it yanked 
away. The most recent were 
Garland and former White 
House counsel Harriet 
Miers, whose nomination 
by President George W. 
Bush was withdrawn under 
pressure from conservatives.

In between, President 
John Tyler broke with the 

Whigs who controlled the 
Senate and couldn’t even get 
a vote for three nominees. 
A fourth was rejected and 
only one of Tyler’s choices 
ever made it to the court. 
A quarter-century later, 
following the Civil War, 
the Republican-dominated 
Congress actually abolished 
a Supreme Court seat rather 
than act on a nomination by 
President Andrew Johnson.

Even some who have 
made it to the court endured 
diffi cult confi rmations. Jus-
tice Clarence Thomas faced 
questions about former col-
league Anita Hill’s claims 
that he sexually harassed 
her. Justice Felix Frankfurt-
er’s loyalty to the United 
States was questioned be-

cause of his birth in Aus-
tria, his Judaism and his af-
fi liation with the American 
Civil Liberties Union.

But American politicians 
don’t tend to look back so 
far. Democrats fi xate on 
1968, the last year of the 
Johnson administration, 
when Republicans and 
southern Democrats came 
together to fi libuster the 
nomination of Abe Fortas 
to be chief justice.

Republicans point to 
1987, when Democrats led 
the way in rejecting Ron-
ald Reagan’s nomination 
of Robert Bork for the 
high court. The 58-42 vote 
against Bork came after a 
full hearing and Senate de-
bate.

COURT
From page A1

WASHINGTON (AP) — It was the Republican 
talking point of the Sunday talk shows: If 
Democrats delay Neil Gorsuch’s confirmation 
to the Supreme Court this week, Republicans 
said, it would be an affront to history – the 
first time a nominee to the high court had 
been filibustered.

True? Only in a narrow sense. Partisanship 
has denied a Supreme Court seat to a number 
of nominees, most recently former President 
Barack Obama’s choice for the court last year.

Some comments from the Sunday news 
programs and the larger historical perspec-
tive:

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, 
R-Ky.: “No Supreme Court justice has ever, in 
the history of our country, been stopped by a 
partisan filibuster, ever.” – “Fox News Sun-
day”

Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas: “This is unprec-
edented in American history, a partisan fili-
buster of a Supreme Court nominee.” – CBS’ 
“Face the Nation.”

The facts: The senators are ignoring their 
blockade last year of Obama’s nomination of 
Merrick Garland to the same seat Gorsuch 
will occupy if he’s confirmed this week.

Obama nominated Garland more than a year 
ago but the Senate’s majority Republicans put 

him on ice, declining to give him a hearing. A 
filibuster is an unlimited debate that delays a 
vote, and technically not what stopped Gar-
land. But in effect, Sen. Angus King, I-Maine, 
said Sunday, Garland became the “granddad-
dy of filibusters.”

McConnell and Cornyn are correct in this 
sense: If Democrats were to succeed in block-
ing Gorsuch, it would be a first for the nomina-
tion of a judge to join the court. But one previ-
ous high court nomination was killed by a 
filibuster, in 1968. That’s when opponents of 
Supreme Court Justice Abe Fortas stopped him 
from being elevated to chief justice.

When McConnell and Cornyn said no one 
had been stopped by a “partisan filibuster,” 
they surely had that episode in mind. Fortas 
faced opposition from a coalition of Demo-
crats and Republicans. So his ambitions were 
thwarted by a bipartisan filibuster.

It’s only been since 1949 that nominations 
have been subject to a potential supermajori-
ty requirement under Senate rules. In the 
19th century, the Senate used procedural 
votes or took no action at all on 10 high court 
nominees who were thwarted. Most had been 
chosen by so-called accidental presidents – 
men who ascended to the White House after 
the death of a president and lacked strong 
support in Congress.

AP Fact Check: Republicans thwarted high court picks, too


