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Berrien County judges reassigned

ST. JOSEPH — Berrien 
County Trial Court Judge 
Dennis Wiley has been re-
assigned from the Criminal 
Division to the Civil Divi-
sion of the Trial Court.

Judge Sterling Schrock, 
who had been in the Civil 
Division, will take Wiley’s 
spot in criminal court.

Chief Judge Gary Bruce 
confi rmed Friday that he has 
reassigned Wiley to the Civil 

Division, but was vague as 
to why.

“These assignments are 
made from time to time by 
the chief judge and, as al-
ways, are made to improve 
the administration of jus-
tice,” Bruce said in a written 
comment. “This action was 
taken to improve our service 
to the public and ensure that 
the Berrien County Trial 
Court is run as fairly and ef-
fi ciently as possible.”

Wiley declined to com-
ment for this story.

Wiley was appointed to 
the Berrien County District 
Court bench by then-Gov. 
John Engler in November 
1996. He was then elected 
three  times, including most 

recently in 2016. His current 
term ends in 2023.

Before becoming a judge, 
Wiley was Berrien County 
Prosecutor from 1989-96, 
was chief assistant prosecu-
tor from 1983-89 and assis-
tant prosecutor from 1980-83. 
Prior to that he was a lawyer 
in private practice for several 
years and served in the U.S. 
Army’s Judge Advocate Gen-
eral’s Corps for four years.

Wiley’s 21-year tenure  on 
the bench has not been with-
out controversy.

In 2014, he was publicly 
censured by the Michigan 
Judicial Tenure Commission 
after he put a woman in jail 
for 10 days for cursing at the 
courthouse in Niles.

LaRue Ford was jailed 
over Christmas in 2012 after 
she muttered a profanity in 
the clerk’s offi ce while trying 
to take care of traffi c tickets. 
Wiley overheard the clerks 
talking about the interaction 
with Ford, and ordered that 
she be sent to his courtroom 
when she came back. She 
eventually served 10 nights 
in jail after  the contempt 
charge was fi led and her 

bond amount raised.
The prosecutor did not 

pursue the case and charges 
were dropped. The Judicial 
Tenure Commission found 
that Wiley had violated the 
Michigan Code of Judicial 
Conduct and he was repri-
manded by the Michigan 
Supreme Court.  Wiley sub-
sequently apologized to the 
citizens of Berrien County 
and state of Michigan and 
his colleagues on the bench.

Judge Schrock was ap-
pointed to the bench in 2008 
and was the presiding judge 
of the Civil Division. Before 
starting work in the Trial 
Court, Schrock practiced 
law for 31 years, beginning 
in the U.S. Navy Judge Ad-

vocate Generals Corps. 
After completing his ser-

vice in the U.S. Navy, he 
joined the Macon County 
States Attorney’s Offi ce in Il-
linois before coming to work 
at the Berrien County Prose-
cutor’s Offi ce as an assistant 
prosecutor. In 1988, Schrock 
joined the Straub, Seaman 
and Allen law fi rm where he 
practiced insurance defense 
law for 10 years.

He then joined the law fi rm 
of Smit and Kragt where 
he represented plaintiffs in 
workers compensation and 
Social Security disability 
cases until his appointment 
to the bench in 2008.

Contact: jswidwa@TheHP.com, 932-
0359, Twitter: @HPSwidwa

By JULIE SWIDWA
HP Staff Writer

Schrock and Wiley 
swap civil and 
criminal benches

Don Campbell / HP staff

Matt Quinn, with Great Lakes Drone Co., operates an Inspire I Version 2.0 drone at the Watervliet Municipal Airport. 

SCHROCK WILEY

Three Lowes, one 
commencement

BENTON HARBOR 
— When Edith Lowe went 
back to school in the fall of 
2013, she naturally felt ex-
cited – and nervous – about 
the commitment she was 
making.

“I was scared, on more 
than one occasion: ‘Am I 
going to be able to do this? 
Is this going to be an easy 
subject to tackle, or am I 
going to have a hard time?’” 
she said.

But those feelings soon 
disappeared after a success-
ful fi rst semester.

“I just went from there. 

Once I set my mind to 
something, I’m going to 
do the steps I can do, to try 
and accomplish my goal,” 
she said.

On Sunday, Edith Lowe 
will join her twin sons, Da-
vid and Matt, 21, for Lake 
Michigan College’s 70th 
commencement ceremony, 
which is at 2 p.m,, in the 
Mendel Center, 2755 E. Na-
pier Ave., Benton Harbor.

Edith, who works at 
LMC’s Wellness Center, is 
graduating with an associ-
ate degree in general stud-
ies, she said.

Her sons are  receiving 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

Wherever, whenever

WATERVLIET — 
A circle of people 
stand  around a laptop 
and makeshift table at the 
fringes of the Watervliet 
Municipal Airport when a 
black-and-white object that 
makes the sound of a weed 
whacker approaches them 
from above.

The unmanned aerial 
vehicle, more commonly 
known as a drone, lands 
at the feet of Matt Quinn, 
thus ending the Friday 
demonstration.

Quinn, who was pilot-
ing the drone, has dozens 
of others that are part of 
his business known as the 
Great Lakes Drone Co. 
The company may not have 
a central offi ce, but one 
could argue it doesn’t have 
borders either.

The company, which op-
erates from the Coloma/
Watervliet area, has taken 
off less than a year after the 
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration began to grant com-
mercial licenses to drone 
enthusiasts.

“It’s an open market 
right now and the indus-
try is so fl edgling that the 
people who step up are the 
ones who, fi ve years down 

the road, will be an indus-
try leader,” Quinn said.

The  Watervliet na-
tive who took a hobby and 
ran with it fi nds himself in 
an interesting position. The 
use of drones in a commer-
cial  structure is in its in-
fancy – and no one knows 
where it will go.

As of August 2016, the 
FAA began to allow  indi-
viduals to use drones  in a 
sales and marketing plat-
form – only after an exten-
sive application process. 
Quinn kept track of what 
the FAA was doing last 
summer and got his certi-
fi cation. He then launched 
his business in September.

However, the paperwork 
side of it can be daunting, 
which might be why so few 
have that kind of certifi ca-
tion in the United States.

“What people don’t re-
alize is that running a le-
gal drone operation is just 
like running Southwest 
Airlines, except it involves 
much smaller aircraft and 
you’re not carrying people,” 
Quinn said. “It’s the same 
amount of paperwork.”

In good company
As the drone company’s 

founder, Quinn’s hesitant 
to call himself the owner.

“Do you know who 
owns Walmart?” he asked 

when broached with the 
question. “I don’t think it 
matters. It’s about the com-
pany and everything we’re 
doing.”

Quinn’s interest in drones 
began a few years ago as 
a hobby. At one point, 
Quinn said he and a few 
others thought of using the 
drones they fl ew as a busi-
ness model. Those dreams 
were temporarily put aside 
when the FAA put a ban 
on  all commercial drone 
operations in 2013.

After three years of wait-
ing and attaining a pilot’s 
license, the new FAA pa-
rameters were released, and 
Quinn’s business was born.

When it comes to a 
drone’s commercial use, a 
pilot is treated to certain 
rules and regulations con-
cerning when and where 
a drone can be fl own. 
Through this, Great Lakes 
Drone Co. has to check the 
weather, where planes are 
fl ying and what airspace 
they’re in.

If any of the company’s 
pilots are within 5 miles 
of Southwest Michigan 
Regional Airport in Ben-
ton Harbor, Quinn has to 
call South Bend Approach 
because they are in charge 

By TONY WITTKOWSKI
HP Staff Writer

Drone company’s plans go beyond Southwest Michigan

Matt Quinn, center, with Great Lakes Drone Co., prepares to fly 
an Inspire I Version 2.0 drone Friday at the Watervliet Munici-
pal Airport. 

Photo provided

The Lowe family of Benton Harbor will see three of its members 
graduate Sunday from Lake Michigan College. From left, Rick 
Lowe, Matt Lowe, Edith Lowe and Rick Lowe. Edith and the twin 
sons earned degrees.

LMC to honor four alums
BENTON TOWN-

SHIP  — Lake Michigan 
College will honor four 
alumni with awards during 
the 70th annual commence-
ment exercise at LMC Men-
del’s Center at 2 p.m. Sun-
day. 

The Clarence Beckwith 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award will be presented to 
Gloria Ender of Stevens-
ville. Named for LMC’s fi rst 
president, the award is given 
to alumni who have achieved 
signifi cant success in their 
personal and professional 
endeavors. 

Two Alumni Achievement 
Awards will be presented to 

Melanie Owen of Benton 
Harbor and Cindy Reuss 
of Stevensville. The Alumni 
Achievement Award is pre-
sented to an alumnus(a) who 
attended LMC within the 
past 15 years and demon-
strated signifi cant achieve-
ment and distinguished 
themselves in their career, 
education or community 
such that they would be role 
models to LMC students.

The Alumni Service 
Award will be presented to 
Rick Smiedendorf of Ber-
rien Springs. This award is 
given to alumni who have 

See ALUMS, page A8

See LOWES, page A2

See DRONES, page A8
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5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph
Today

Few Showers

47°

Tonight

Clear

41°

Sunday

Sunny

45° / 38°

Monday

Sunny

47° / 40°

Tuesday

Partly Cloudy

56° / 50°

Wednesday

Few Showers

54° / 48°

Today we will see mostly cloudy 
skies with a 30% chance of 
showers, high temperature of 
47°, humidity of 73%. North wind 
6 to 17 mph. Expect clear skies 
tonight with an overnight low of 
41°. North wind 11 to 17 mph.

Local Outlook 

Benton Harbor Yesterday
Temperature
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .High 50°
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Low 41°
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal High 67°
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal Low 45°
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Record High 83° in 2000
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Record Low 34° in 2011
 Precipitation
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yesterday 0.00"
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Month to date 0.64"
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal for month 0.69"
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Year to date 12.53"
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal Year to date 9.87"

Local Almanac 

Forecast map for May 6, 2017

National Weather Map 

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sunrise 6:34 a.m.
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sunset 8:50 p.m.
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Moonrise 4:48 p.m.
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Moonset 5:15 a.m.

Full
5/10

Last
5/18

New
5/25

First
6/1

Sun and Moon 

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yesterday 44
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Main Offender Ozone

  ...................................0-50 Good
  ...................................51-100 Moderate
  ...................................101-150 Sensitive
  ...................................151-200 Unhealthy

The higher the 
number, the greater 
the need for people 
with respiratory 
problems to reduce 
outside activity.

Air Quality 

What is ombrophobia? ?

Answer: Ombrophobia is the fear of rain.

Weather Trivia 

Today, NNW wind 16 to 21 kt increasing to 22 to 27 kt. Winds could 
gust as high as 36 kt. A slight chance of showers. Waves 3 ft 
building to 10 ft. Water temperature 46 degrees.

Lake Michigan 

Upper Peninsula
Today, skies will be partly cloudy to mostly cloudy with highs in 
the 40s and 50s. North wind 10 to 22 mph. Expect sunny skies 
Sunday with highs in the 40s. Northwest wind 17 mph.
Lower Peninsula
Today, skies will be mostly cloudy to cloudy with scattered 
showers, highs in the 40s and 50s. North wind 6 to 17 mph. 
Expect sunny to mostly sunny skies Sunday with highs in the 40s 
and 50s. North wind 11 to 16 mph.

Michigan Forecast 

Benton
Harbor
47/41

Cheboygan
53/34

Chicago
52/40 Detroit

51/39

Flint
53/37

Gary
50/41

Grand
Rapids
56/35

Green Bay
55/34

Port
Huron
46/39

Lansing
54/36

Marquette
43/33

Midland
56/37

Milwaukee
54/36

Oshkosh
55/36

Sault Ste.
Marie
54/32

Toledo
56/41

Traverse
City
54/36

Regional Map 

DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1992

Longtime Berrien County 
Probate Court register, Ollie 
Hull, died in a car crash last 
week near Albion.

Hull, 64, of Benton Township 
began working for the county in 
1955. She was the fi rst black per-
son hired for a clerical position 
at the courthouse. She was pro-
moted to probate court register in 
1976. Hull was active in the cre-
ation of state and regional associ-
ations for probate court registers.

More than 500 people 
squeezed into Pilgrim Rest Bap-
tist Church in Benton Township 
on Wednesday for a musical me-
morial service.

35 years ago – 1982
Willis F. Koontz, 54, the fi rst 

and only principal of St. Joseph 

School District’s Upton Junior 
High School since it opened in 
1969, died Wednesday after a 
long illness with cancer.

He had announced his retire-
ment from the school system in 
March effective Sept. 24.

In April, the St. Joseph board 
of education named the football 
fi eld at Upton for Mr. Koontz in 
honor of his 26 years of service 
with the district.

50 years ago – 1967
Michigan draft boards will 

order 1,174 registrants to report 
for regular induction into the 
Army in June – the largest draft 
call since last November when 
2,923 registrants were called. 
The draft call for southwestern 
Michigan counties is: Allegan 3, 
Barry 4, Berrien 26, Cass 1, St. 
Joseph 2, and Van Buren 0. 

Today is Saturday, May 6, the 
126th day of 2017. There are 
239 days left in the year.

Highlight in History:
On May 6, 1937, the hydro-

gen-fi lled German airship Hin-
denburg burned and crashed in 
Lakehurst, New Jersey, killing 
35 of the 97 people on board 
and a Navy crewman on the 
ground.

On this date:
In 1889, the Paris Exposition 

formally opened, featuring the 
just-completed Eiffel Tower.

In 1935, the Works Progress 
Administration began operating 
under an executive order signed 
by President Franklin D. Roos-
evelt.

In 1941, Josef Stalin assumed 
the Soviet premiership, replacing 
Vyacheslav M. Molotov. Come-
dian Bob Hope did his fi rst USO 
show before an audience of ser-
vicemen as he broadcast his radio 
program from March Field in 
Riverside, California.

In 1942, during World War II, 
some 15,000 American and Fili-
pino troops on Corregidor sur-
rendered to Japanese forces.

In 1954, medical student Roger 
Bannister broke the four-minute 
mile during a track meet in Ox-
ford, England, in 3:59.4.

In 1957, Eugene O’Neill’s play 
“Long Day’s Journey into Night” 
won the Pulitzer Prize for drama; 
John F. Kennedy’s “Profi les in 
Courage” won the Pulitzer for bi-
ography or autobiography.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

made important contribu-
tions, personally or profes-
sionally, to the community 
or Lake Michigan College.

Ender is a successful busi-
ness owner with an inter-
national cus-
tomer base, 
but she is still 
able to donate 
time and en-
ergy to many 
causes around 
S o u t h w e s t 
Michigan, in-
cluding being 
an LMC friend and sup-
porter.

Ender was born in Gua-
dalajara, Mexico. When she 
was 6, her parents brought 
her brother and fi ve sisters 
to Michigan in order for 
their children to have better 
educational opportunities. 
After graduating from Sau-
gatuck High School, Ender 
attended LMC, where she 
studied art and earned an 
associate degree with hon-
ors.

In 1988, while also work-
ing as an elementary school 
bilingual teacher at Sylves-
ter Elementary in Berrien 
Springs, Ender and her hus-
band, Erik, started Freedom 
Finishing. Freedom Finish-
ing electro- and powder-
coats 100,000 parts a day 
for companies that include 

GM, Ford, Whirlpool and 
Herman Miller. Ender be-
came the 100 percent owner 
and CEO in 2005.

Ender is a board member 
for the Southwest Michigan 
Tri-County Manufactur-
ing Coalition, the LMC 
Foundation, Cornerstone 
Alliance Women’s Business 
Center, Business Alliance 
Support Group and Berrien 
Community Foundation.  

Ender lives in Stevens-
ville with her husband and 
four rescue dogs. She has a 
daughter, Liz, who will at-
tend LMC this fall.

Melanie Owen developed, 
co-owns and manages Lazy 
B a l l e r i n a 
Winery, the 
only women-
owned winery 
in  Southwest 
M i c h i g a n . 
The winery 
will celebrate 
its two-year 
anniversary 
in June, and the business 
continues to grow, opening 
an additional tasting room 
in Bridgman this summer.

Owen earned a certifi cate 
in hospitality management 
from LMC after graduating 
from Coloma High School. 
She took a job as a fl ight 
attendant for Northwest 
Airlines after college, and 
enjoyed traveling the world. 
She returned to Southwest 
Michigan after realizing 
how much she loves the area.

Southwest Michigan is 

home to Owen’s large ex-
tended family, including her 
cousin, Lauren Kniebes, 
the co-owner of Lazy Bal-
lerina Winery. The two were 
exposed to winemaking  by 
their grandmother, Juanita 
Kniebes, and they named 
two of their wines for 
Grandma Nita, who died a 
few years ago. The cousins 
use grapes from the family 
farm now run by Lauren’s 
father, Robin Kniebes.

She is a  member of sev-
eral organizations, including 
the LMC Hospitality Ad-
visory Board, Cornerstone 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Southwest Michigan Tourist 
Council, Michigan Grape 
and Wine Council, and 
Lake Michigan Shore Wine 
Trail Association. Owen 
has a bachelor of business 
administration from Siena 
Heights University.

Owen lives in Benton 
Harbor with her husband, 
Jason Hayes.

Cindy Reuss said she 
considers LMC part of the 
fabric of who she is. And, 
having been a student, staff  
member, administrator, in-
structor, consultant and 
volunteer at the college, she 
is part of the LMC’s fabric, 
the college reported.

Reuss came to LMC as 
a non-traditional student 
after her employer of 14 
years told her that the only 
way she would get ahead. 
She credits William Sprunk, 
her fi rst English professor, 

with convinc-
ing her to 
continue, us-
ing a turn of 
phrase that 
she would 
later use to 
inspire her 
own students: 
“I want you to allow me to 
believe in you until you can 
believe in yourself.”

Though her associate de-
gree was her “favorite de-
gree,” she didn’t stop there, 
LMC reported. She earned 
a bachelor of applied sci-
ence from Siena Heights and 
a saster of arts from Western 
Michigan University.

While furthering her edu-
cation, Reuss was working 
full-time for LMC. For 11 
years she held positions in 
the Marketing Department, 
then the LMC Foundation, 
and then Student Services, 
where she was director of 
enrollment services. She left 
LMC and served fi ve years 
as dean of enrollment ser-
vices at Muskegon Commu-
nity College, and she retired 
last year.

After her retirement, Re-
uss returned to LMC. She 
played a critical volunteer 
role in the recent LMC 
millage campaign, and she 
serves as enrollment man-
agement consultant. 

Reuss lives in Stevensville 
with her husband, Dale. Re-
uss’ daughter, Angie Greene 
Ott, and her husband Joe 
have two children. Her other 

daughter, Kirsten Klupp, is 
married to Michael, and her 
son Aaron Greene lives in 
New Orleans.

Rick Smiedendorf re-
tired from his position as 
police sergeant  for the city 
of St. Joseph in 2009 after 
30 years. More than seven 
years later, he hasn’t left the 
profession, which he refers 
to as not just a job, but his 
vocation. He is the school/
community resource offi -
cer for the Berrien Springs-
Oronoko Township Police 
Department, where he is 
responsible for maintaining 
good relationships with the 
students in 12 school build-
ings, totaling 3,000 students 
and teachers, and various 
community groups.

Smiedendorf decided to 
become a police offi cer when 
he was in seventh grade. He 
attended LMC, earning an 
associate of applied science 
in criminal justice. He also 
earned a bachelor of science 
degree from Western Michi-
gan University in 1979.

At LMC, he was a mem-
ber of the Student Senate, 
and in 1977 he received a 
student service award for his 
work with the college ad-
ministration.

In St. Joseph, he was twice 
named Offi cer of the Year, 
and in 2008, Crime Pre-
vention Practitioner of the 
Year. In 2014 he was award-
ed Outstanding Youth/
School Offi cer of the Year 
by the Crime Prevention 

Association 
of Michigan. 
He serves on 
the boards 
of the Crime 
P reve n t i o n 
Association 
of Michigan 
and the LMC 
Alumni Association and is 
a member of the National 
Association of School Re-
source Offi cers.

He has also volunteered as 
a cub master and den leader 
for the Cub Scouts, and he is 
a former adult leader, com-
mittee member and merit 
badge counselor for Boy 
Scout Troop 623.

Smiedendorf says that his 
proudest accomplishment 
has been raising his fam-
ily. He has three children: 
Joel in St. Joseph, Jeremy 
in Chelsea and Michelle 
in Union, Ky. He has two 
granddaughters, an 8-year-
old and a 4-month-old.

To nominate an individ-
ual for future LMC alumni 
awards, contact Rita Whise, 
manager, Advancement 
Programs and Stewardship 
at 927-6278, or by email 
at rwhise@lakemichigan
college.edu.

Nominations can be 
made online at www.lake
michigancollege.edu/nomi-
nation. Nominees must have 
earned at least 30 credit 
hours at LMC or at one of 
its predecessors. Upon nom-
ination, an application will 
be sent to the candidate.

ALUMS
From page A1

of  that airspace. Any Class 
C airspace they operate in 
mandates the use of radios 
and sonar to monitor the 
airspace. They must also 
use a specifi c technology to 
give off a radio signal of the 
altitude and direction of a 
drone, so any tower and air-
plane can see them.

Reyna Price, the compa-
ny’s sales and marketing di-
rector, said pilots might also 
need waivers to fl y in certain 
airspaces.

“We can only go up to 
400 feet and keep it within 
a line of sight,” Price said. 
“That’s normally the base-
line. However, we can’t fl y 
directly above people. That 
restricts how low you can go. 
It causes a risk.”

Great Lakes Drone Co. 
is well acclimated to the 
certifi cation process. Quinn 
recently secured certifi ca-
tion for a multi-aircraft op-
erations waiver. This allows 
its  pilots to operate more 
than one aircraft at the same 
time in an airspace.

As of May 1, the drone 
company is one of 15 com-
panies able to do that in the 
U.S. However, of those 15, 
there are only three that can 
operate more than 200 si-
multaneously.

That narrowed list in-
cludes Disney, Intel and now 
the Great Lakes Drone Co. 
The new certifi cation allows 
the  company to conduct 
drone light shows.

“We’re certifi ed up to 200 
(drones) at one time, and 
Intel is certifi ed up to 500,” 
said Quinn, who also serves 
as the company’s fl ight direc-
tor. “If we’re doing a show 
here and have 200 in the air, 
we can do a show in Florida 
with 200 up at the same time. 
Overall, it’s per pilot.”

But why are there only 
three with such a capacity? 
Quinn said technology is 
the main holdout that’s kept 
others from doing this.

“The computer software 
technology that is required 
to created the drone light 
shows and manage them on 
one system is edge technolo-
gy,” he said. “There are only 
a few places in the world that 
have it. There’s one in Swit-

zerland, one in Japan, China 
and one in Canada – which 
is the one we license from.”

Lighthouses to light shows
The company got its 

brand out to the rest of the 
world in mid-December, 
when its video of a St. Jo-
seph pier lighthouse began 
making waves.

Great Lakes Drone Co. 
fi lmed and published a video 
of the lighthouse caked in 
ice from Lake Michigan. 
After a marketing and social 
media fi rm contacted  the 
drone company to secure 

the license for the video, it 
was pushed out to the global 
masses and made the rounds 
from “Good Morning 
America” to the Washington 
Post.

“Last we knew it had 26 
million views, worldwide,” 
Quinn said. “Ever since 
then, the phone rings non-
stop.”

Price refers to Great Lakes 
Drone Co. as a one-call, one-
aerial solution, type of busi-
ness.

They do 3-D mapping 
for construction projects, 
aerial banner advertising, 

live event coverage, thermal 
imaging, videos and photog-
raphy.

The company has taken 
on a few farmers as clients 
to see how their crops prog-
ress throughout the sea-
son, along with golf course 
management clients who 
prefer to keep an eye on the 
condition of their greens and 
fairways. Price said they are 
providing search and rescue 
emergency services to police 
departments.

The company has been 
busy the last few weeks in 
creating awareness of the 
profession with today, May 
6, being International Drone 
Day. Price said the compa-
ny is hosting the inaugural 
Great Lakes Cup, an indoor 
drone racing event at the 
Van Andel Arena in Grand 
Rapids.

With more than 40,000 
drones bought each month 
across the world, the South-
west Michigan company 
is adding a few more of its 
own.

The company had 40 
drones by the end of April, 
but Quinn said another 260 
are on the way.

Price said they are adding 
to the fl eet because the com-
pany is issuing partnerships 
and alliances with other 
drone businesses across the 
country – from New York to 
California – who might not 
have the needed certifi cation.

“We have pilots out there 
that we contract with on be-
half of Great Lakes Drone 
Company,” she said. “Some-
times they work under our 
waiver because they might 
not have one. We do this 
through a service agree-
ment.”

The company doesn’t 
exactly have employees, as 
Price said they use  inde-
pendent contractors that 
are mostly comprised of pi-
lots and visual observers.

In the next fi ve years, 
Quinn said he hopes to have 
a central offi ce with at least 
fi ve people manning the op-
eration.

“I see us growing at the 
same pace,” Price said. “Our 
goal is to be a universal com-
pany that can provide ser-
vices anywhere, both in this 
country and internationally.”

Contact: twittkowski@TheHP.com, 
932-0358, Twitter: @TonyWittkowski

Don Campbell / HP staff

An Inspire I Version 2.0 drone, owned by the Great Lakes Drone 
Co., flies at the Watervliet Municipal Airport. 
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