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Rain garden offers 
beauty, function

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
—  A rain garden full of 
flowers and greenery soon 
will replace almost 20 park-
ing spots at Wightman and 
Associates along Pipestone 
Road in Benton Township.

While the rain garden will 
be pretty, it also  will filter 
pollutants out of rainwa-
ter runoff from the park-
ing lot before it flows into 
the stormwater system and, 
eventually, into Ox Creek, 
said Ben Baker, landscape 
architect with the engineer-
ing, surveying and land-
scaping company.

The Wightman project 
will minimize pollution and 
demonstrate to other prop-
erty owners what they can 
do on their own land, said 
Marcy Hamilton, senior 
planner with the Southwest 
Michigan Planning Com-

mission in Benton Harbor.
“That way, we have some-

thing right here in the water 
shed, right in the mall area, 
that people can come and 
see,” she said.

The project is being paid 

for in part by a state grant. 
Hamilton said she has 
been working with prop-
erty owners in the mall area 
and along the Pipestone 
Road corridor, which in-
cludes Celebration Cin-

ema, Lowe’s, Home Depot, 
Walmart and Meijer.

Bids for the project are 
due July 14. One bid is for 
a company to take out the 

By LOUISE WREGE
HP Staff Writer

Project to help filter 
pollutants, provide  
an example for others

Submitted photo / Wightman & Associates

A rendering of what the rain garden at Benton Township’s Wightman & Associates is expected to look like when done.

Louise Wrege / HP staff

Marcy Hamilton, left, senior planner with the Southwest Michigan Planning Commission in Benton 
Harbor, talks with Ben Baker, landscape architect with Wightman & Associates in Benton Town-
ship, about plans to turn part of Wightman’s parking lot into a rain garden this fall. The rain garden 
will replace about 19 parking spots around where they are standing.

LMC planning 
computer overhaul

BENTON TOWNSHIP 
— Lake Michigan College 
will spend $448,000 to re-
place 2,100 computers that 
have reached the ends of 
their shelf lives.

LMC board members 
unanimously awarded the 
bid to Dell, the only com-
pany that responded to the 
college’s request for a pro-
posal.

Kelli Hahn, vice presi-
dent of financial services, 
wasn’t surprised to see only 
Dell emerge.

“From what I under-
stand, the thought is that 
Dell owns the market,” she 
said at last week’s board 
meeting.  “We did an RFP 
(request for proposal), gave 
people sufficient time to re-
spond, and this is what we 
got.”

The award goes beyond 
the RFP, which went out 
in May. LMC  asked for a 
quote based on 563 class-
room and laboratory de-
vices, according to a board 
memo.

However, no major cost 
problems  are expected be-

cause Dell’s bid wound up 
being “below the prelimi-
nary capital budget alloca-
tion,” the memo stated.

Computers in labs ac-
count for 69 percent of 
the devices being replaced 
(1,478), followed by ad-
ministrative offices (518), 
classrooms (98) and digital 
signs/other uses (39), ac-
cording to the memo.

In proceeding with the 
project, LMC is following 
a five-year replacement 
cycle, which is considered a 
recommended best practice 
“to minimize unnecessary 
cost, operational inefficien-
cies and service disrup-
tions,” the memo said.

The average age of 
LMC’s current lab and 
classroom computers is 4.9 
and 6.4 years, respectively.

As a result, “due to the 
age of the equipment, diffi-
culty in obtaining software 
updates and manufacturer 
support, replacement of 
this equipment is neces-
sary,” the memo stated.

In other business, the 
college’s management team 
– including LMC President 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI
HP Correspondent

N.J. legislation would 
ground helium balloons

TRENTON, N.J. — 
When hands release he-
lium-filled balloons and 
send them into the sky, 
they’re doing more than 
marking a wedding, grad-
uation or death. They’re 
also stirring the pot in a 
clash between the balloon 
industry and environmen-
talists seeking to deflate a 
tradition they say harms 
wildlife.

Critics call the balloons 
litter that poses a deadly 
threat to fish, birds and 
other animals, as well as 
hazards to power lines. 
Their efforts are contested 
by The Balloon Council, a 
trade group based in Tren-
ton that represents balloon 
manufacturers, wholesalers, 
distributors and retailers.

The council was founded 
in 1990, around the time 

activists in New Jersey 
first tried to ban balloon 
launches in the state, and 
has spent more than $1 mil-
lion in the past five years 
lobbying against balloon 
regulations nationwide.

The group is again lob-
bying against a measure 
proposed in the New Jer-
sey Senate to ban the bal-
loon launches, arguing that 

By BRUCE SHIPKOWSKI 
Associated Press

We don’t want people to 
be afraid to handle bal-
loons because they fear 
the balloon police will 
accuse them of wrongly 
releasing a balloon.

DALE FLORIO
Princeton Public Affairs Group

Fourth of July comes amid mixed feelings for some minorities

A L B U Q U E R Q U E , 
N.M. — As many in the 
United States celebrate 
the Fourth of July holiday, 
some minorities have mixed 
feelings about the revelry of 
fireworks and parades in an 
atmosphere of tension on 
several fronts.

How do you celebrate 
during what some people 
of color consider troubling 
times?

Blacks, Latinos and im-
migrant rights advocates 
say the aftermath of the 
2016 presidential election, 
recent nonconvictions of 
police officers charged in 
the shootings of black 

men, and the stepped-up 
detentions of immigrants 
and refugees for deporta-
tion have them questioning 
equality and the promise of 
life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness in the United 
States.

Filmmaker Chris Phil-
lips of Ferguson, Missouri, 
says he likely will attend a 
family barbecue just like 
every Fourth of July. But 
the 36-year-old black man 
says he can’t help but feel 
perplexed about honoring 
the birth of the nation after 
three officers were recently 
cleared in police shootings.

Police shootings
Since the 2014 police 

shooting of unarmed teen-

ager Michael Brown in 
Ferguson, Missouri, of-
ficer shootings – of black 
males in particular – have 
drawn scrutiny, sparking 
protests nationwide. Few 
officers ever face charges, 
and convictions are rare. 
Despite video, suburban St. 
Paul, Minnesota, police of-
ficer, Jeronimo Yanez, was 
acquitted last month in 
the shooting of Philando 
Castile, a black man. The 
32-year-old school cafeteria 
worker was killed during a 
traffic stop July 6, almost a 
year ago.

“Justice apparently 
doesn’t apply to all people,” 
said Phillips, who saw the 
protests that roiled his town 
for weeks following Brown’s 

death. His yet-unreleased 
documentary “Ferguson 
365” focuses on the Brown 
shooting and its aftermath. 
“A lot of people have lost 
hope.”

Unlike Phillips, Janette 
McClelland, 65, a black 
musician in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, said she has 
no intention of celebrating 
July Fourth.

“It’s a white man’s holi-
day to me. It’s just another 
day,” McClelland said. “I’m 
not going to even watch the 
fireworks. Not feeling it.”

McClelland, who grew up 
in Los Angeles during the 
urban unrest of the 1960s, 
said she fears cities may see 

By RUSSELL CONTRERAS 
Associated Press

John Minchillo / AP

Protesters holds signs as they gather for a demonstration June 
28 on the University of Cincinnati campus demanding that a white 
former police officer be tried a third time in the fatal shooting of 
an unarmed black motorist in Cincinnati. As cities and towns host 
July 4th parades and fireworks shows, some minority residents 
are expressing mixed feelings about the holiday used to reaffirm 
the country’s founding based on equality and civil liberties.

See WIGHTMAN, page A8

See LMC, page A8

See BALLOONS, page A8

See JULY 4, page A8
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5-Day Forecast for St. Joseph
Today

T-storms Likely

76°

Tonight

Partly Cloudy

65°

Tuesday

Partly Cloudy

78° / 67°

Wednesday

Scattered 
T-storms
77° / 69°

Thursday

Showers Likely

76° / 68°

Friday

Isolated 
T-storms
77° / 65°

Today we will see mostly cloudy 
skies with a 55% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms, high 
temperature of 76°, humidity of 
66%. East northeast wind 3 to 7 
mph. Expect partly cloudy skies 
tonight with an overnight low of 
65°. Northeast wind 3 to 7 mph.

Local Outlook 

Benton Harbor Yesterday
Temperature
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .High 85°
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Low 62°
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal High 81°
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal Low 63°
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Record High 100° in 1949
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Record Low 43° in 2001
 Precipitation
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yesterday 0.00"
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Month to date 0.00"
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal for month 0.16"
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Year to date 18.44"
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Normal Year to date 17.05"

Local Almanac 

Forecast map for July 3, 2017

National Weather Map 

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sunrise 6:14 a.m.
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sunset 9:25 p.m.
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Moonrise 4:30 p.m.
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Moonset 2:50 a.m.

Full
7/9

Last
7/16

New
7/23

First
7/30

Sun and Moon 

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yesterday 64
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Main Offender Ozone

  ...................................0-50 Good
  ...................................51-100 Moderate
  ...................................101-150 Sensitive
  ...................................151-200 Unhealthy

The higher the 
number, the greater 
the need for people 
with respiratory 
problems to reduce 
outside activity.

Air Quality 

What are Nor'Easters? ?

Answer: They are strong, low pressure 
systems that form over the eastern United 
States.

Weather Trivia 

Today, ENE wind 6 to 11 kt. Waves 1 to 2 ft. Water temperature 68 
degrees Tonight, N wind 8 to 12 kt. Partly cloudy. Waves 1 to 2 ft.

Lake Michigan 

Upper Peninsula
Today, skies will be partly cloudy with highs in the 60s and 70s. 
Northwest wind 7 mph. Expect mostly sunny skies Tuesday with 
highs in the 70s. South southeast wind 2 to 6 mph.
Lower Peninsula
Today, skies will be partly cloudy to mostly cloudy with scattered 
thunderstorms, highs in the 70s and 80s. East northeast wind 3 
to 7 mph. Expect mostly sunny to partly cloudy skies Tuesday 
with highs in the 70s and 80s.

Michigan Forecast 

Benton
Harbor
76/65

Cheboygan
69/53

Chicago
78/66 Detroit

80/61

Flint
79/57

Gary
79/65

Grand
Rapids
82/62

Green Bay
77/54

Port
Huron
72/56

Lansing
81/60

Marquette
67/52

Midland
77/57

Milwaukee
73/59

Oshkosh
75/56

Sault Ste.
Marie
71/48

Toledo
81/65

Traverse
City
74/54

Regional Map 

DO YOU REMEMBER?

TODAY IN HISTORY

25 years ago – 1992

No one in Southwest Michi-
gan area should ever go hungry 
again, says Mary Lloyd, branch 
manager of South West Glean-
ers Food Bank.

The warehouse that opened in 
May at 622 Langley Ave., across 
from Vail Rubber Works, offers 
low-cost food to nonprofi t agen-
cies in Berrien, Cass and Van 
Buren Counties. The goods, do-
nated by manufacturers, are sold 
for 14 cents a pound to any tax-
exempt agency wishing to feed 
the needy. Food donated by the 
federal government is sold for 10 
cents per pound.

35 years ago – 1982
A Holland husband and wife 

have announced they plan to 
open fi ve Little Caesars carryout 

pizza restaurants in southwest-
ern Michigan.

Loraine Griffi n said three of 
the restaurants would be in the 
Benton Harbor-St. Joseph area, 
one in the South Haven area, and 
the other in the Dowagiac area. 

Mrs. Griffi n and her husband, 
Raymond, will operate the fi ve 
through the Twin Cities Pizza 
Enterprises Inc. She said each 
restaurant will employ 12 to 15 
people in addition to a manager 
and an assistant manager.

50 years ago – 1967
U.S. Rep. Edward Hutchinson 

will be joined by a giant fi re-
works display during a Fourth 
of July program, sponsored by 
American Legion Post 105 at 
Benton Harbor High School’s 
Filstrup Field on Tuesday eve-
ning.

Today is Monday, July 3, the 
184th day of 2017. There are 
181 days left in the year.

Highlight in history:
On July 3, 1863, the three-

day Civil War Battle of Gettys-
burg in Pennsylvania ended in 
a major victory for the North 
as Confederate troops failed to 
breach Union positions during 
an assault known as Pickett’s 
Charge.

On this date:
In 1775, Gen. George Wash-

ington took command of the 
Continental Army at Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts.

In 1890, Idaho became the 
43rd state of the Union.

In 1913, during a 50th anni-

versary reunion at Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania, Civil War veter-
ans re-enacted Pickett’s Charge, 
which ended with embraces and 
handshakes between the former 
enemies.

In 1938, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt marked the 75th anni-
versary of the Battle of Gettys-
burg by dedicating the Eternal 
Light Peace Memorial.

In 1944, during World War II, 
Soviet forces recaptured Minsk 
from the Germans.

In 1950, the fi rst carrier strikes 
of the Korean War took place 
as the USS Valley Forge and 
the HMS Triumph sent fi ghter 
planes against North Korean 
targets.

In 1971, singer Jim Morrison of 
The Doors died in Paris at age 27.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

asphalt where the rain gar-
den will be and to put in soil. 
Baker said part of the work 
should be done by Sept. 1. 
The second bid is for a com-
pany to furnish plants. He 
said fall is the best time to 
plant a rain garden.

Baker said staff members 
at Wightman already have 
donated their time to do the 
engineering and to come up 
with plans for the project. 
To further save money, he 
said Wightman staff might 
also plant the plants. He 
said the project is expected 
to cost about $24,000, with 
the state grant paying for 
half.

“That’s a fairly large, de-
veloped area,” he said. “A 
lot of it’s paved and imper-
vious. Rain falls and hits 
those parking lots and roofs 
and buildings and fl ows 
off straight into the storm 
drains and right into the 
creek. We’re looking at what 
we can do on those sites to 
slow that water down, to 
capture it, to let it actually 
infi ltrate into the ground.”

He said a rain garden is 
only one option. Other op-
tions include green roofs or 
permeable paving that al-
lows stormwater to move 
through the surface to fi lter 
pollutants from the water.

Hamilton said Ox Creek, 
which fl ows through Ben-
ton Township and Benton 
Harbor, was identifi ed by 
the state as being one of the 
most polluted waterways in 
the state.

She said the rainwater 
runoff from the mall area 
fl ows into Ox Creek, which 
then fl ows into the Paw Paw 

River, the St. Joseph River 
and, eventually, Lake Michi-
gan.

“This is part of a larger 
project for the Paw Paw 
River watershed,” Hamilton 
said.

Work to clean up Ox 
Creek is being funded in part 
by a three-year, $600,000 
grant the Southwest Michi-
gan Land Conservancy re-
ceived from the Michigan 
Department of Environ-
mental Quality in 2015.

Part of the conservancy’s 
project is preserving land 
along the Paw Paw River 
and some of its tributaries, 
Hamilton said.

Hamilton said many of 
the businesses in the area 
were built decades ago when 
the philosophy was to get 
stormwater off the property 
as quickly as possible. Un-
fortunately, that means all 
the pollutants end up in the 
water, she said.

“If you think of the 
land before any develop-
ment was here, when the 
rain would fall, most of it 
would be taken up by trees 
and plants and fi ltered into 
the ground and then goes 
through the ground to the 
creek,” she said. “Now, with 
all this impervious surface, 
it gets routed quickly into 
the storm drain and it hits 
that little creek and kind of 
blows it out and blows all of 
the life in it out.”

Businesses built today 
must address stormwater 
with installations such as re-
tention ponds.

Hamilton  said she also 
has been working with farm-
ers to reduce the amount of 
pollution fl owing into Ox 
Creek from their farms.

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-
0361, Twitter: @HPWrege

WIGHTMAN
From page A1

Trevor Kubatzke – and its 
architect, Stantec, met with 
state Management and 
Budget Offi ce offi cials last 
month regarding  LMC’s 
Napier Avenue renovation 
project.

The meeting focused on 
the extended scope of work 
for the Napier Avenue cam-
pus’ main academic build-
ing, according to a report 
prepared for last week’s 
meeting.

According to the report, 
no separate legislative ap-
proval is needed for the ex-
tended scope, which will be 
part of the design and pro-
gram statement.

The college expects to 
draft and submit those doc-
uments by August or Sep-
tember.

LMC is pursuing the proj-
ect as part of an $8.5 million 
capital outlay grant from the 
state, which required the col-
lege to match the amount.

Key aspects include the 
renovation of 50 classrooms 
and two lecture halls, collab-
orative learning spaces, and 
the creation of the  Career 
and Transfer Center and 
Student Success Center.

The board began prepar-
ing for the project in  De-
cember when it hired Stan-
tec of Berkeley, Mich., as 
the architect. Board mem-
bers followed up in April by 
hiring Miller-Davis Co. of 
Kalamazoo as the construc-
tion manager.

Both fi rms are involved in 
the schematic design work, 
which Kubatzke is coordi-
nating along with the newly 
created Capital Outlay 
Grant Steering Committee, 
the report stated.

LMC
From page A1

efforts have been based on 
rumor, inaccurate news 
reports and “expert” as-
sertions and would have 
severely limited consumer’s 
rights.

“We take the issues seri-
ously, but educating retail-
ers and consumers is the 
best way to go,” said Dale 
Florio of the Princeton 
Public Affairs Group, a 
lobbying group that repre-
sents the council. Banning 
launches, he said, unfairly 
hurts small businesses.

“We don’t want people 
to be afraid to handle bal-
loons because they fear the 
balloon police will accuse 
them of wrongly releasing 
a balloon,” Florio said. “No 
business and no balloon re-
tailer wants to contribute to 
the harm of any creature, 
but to say it’s a hazard, we 
think that’s way overblown.”

California, Connecticut, 
Florida, Tennessee and 
Virginia have laws that ban 
or restrict launches, as do 
some U.S. cities. At least 
two communities in Aus-
tralia and one in the United 
Kingdom also impose re-
strictions. Four towns at 
the New Jersey shore – At-
lantic City, Ventnor, Mar-
gate and Longport – passed 
bans this year, and environ-
mental groups have lobbied 
others to join in.

Many utility companies 
have spoken out, arguing 
balloons can cause pow-
er outages when they hit 
electric lines. And the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
website includes photos 
of birds and a turtle that 
died after choking or being 
strangled by balloon pieces 
and strings.

“The paint (on the bal-
loons) will wear off over 
time, and become trans-
parent,” said Cindy Zipf, 
executive director of Clean 

Ocean Action, a New Jer-
sey-based environmental 
group. “Marine life often 
mistake balloons for their 
natural prey, such as jelly-
fi sh, and the balloons can 
block the digestive systems 
of animals, causing a long 
and painful death.”

The group’s annual 
beach sweeps have picked 
up thousands of mylar and 
latex balloons in recent 
years, Zipf said.

Balloons Blow, a non-
profi t organization based 
in Jensen Beach, Florida, is 
a sharp and frequent critic 
of the Balloon Council. It 
has led the push for out-
right bans, citing dangers 
to animals and an increase 
in recent years of single-use 
plastic causing marine pol-
lution.

The group says people 
should consider eco-con-
scious alternatives – such as 
reusable banners, fl ags or 
pinwheels – instead of bal-
loon launches when they 

stage public events, while 
those seeking to honor a 
departed loved one can 
plant trees or create gar-
dens.

They and other environ-
mental groups say many 
people mistakenly believe 
latex balloons are biode-
gradable.

Some who have launched 
balloons say that they un-
derstand the environmen-
tal concern but that the 
launches have helped them 
get through tough times.

After her uncle died in 
a car accident a few years 
ago, Marcy Jensen said, she 
and relatives launched bal-
loons during a service in a 
New Jersey park.

“We thought it was a 
simple way to honor a great 
man,” said Jensen, 27, of 
Toms River. “I realize it 
sounds corny, but it was 
kind of like we were send-
ing him up to the heavens. 
It was really touching and 
moving for us.”

BALLOONS
From page A1

more violence amid a feel-
ing of helplessness. “I’m 
praying and trying to keep 
positive,” she said.

Immigration
Immigration was a key is-

sue during the presidential 
campaign for both parties. 
Since then, Trump’s ad-
ministration has stepped up 
enforcement and instituted 
a scaled-back partial travel 
ban that places new limits 
on entry to the U.S. for citi-
zens of six Muslim-majority 
countries. The temporary 
ban requires people to prove 
a close family relationship in 
the U.S. or an existing rela-
tionship with an entity like a 
school or business. On Fri-
day, the administration an-
nounced that Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
would arrest people – in-
cluding relatives – who hire 
smugglers to bring children 
into the U.S. illegally.

Patricia Montes, a Bos-
ton resident and immigrant 
from Honduras, said she’s 
grateful for the opportuni-
ties and security the United 
States has given her. Yet this 
year, she doesn’t know how 
to approach the Fourth of 
July holiday.

“I feel very confl icted,” 
said Montes, an immigrant 
advocate. “I mean, what are 
we celebrating? Are we cel-
ebrating democracy?”

Montes said it pains her 
to see children fl eeing vio-
lence get turned away and 
deported back to Central 
America without due pro-

cess. She also is disturbed 
by recent immigration raids 
in Latino and Muslim com-
munities that spark more 
fear and uncertainty.

In Texas, Latino activ-
ists have been protesting 
a state law that forces cit-
ies and towns to cooperate 
with federal immigration 
authorities. In New Mexico 
and Michigan, immigrant 
advocates have been rallying 
on behalf of Iraqi refugees 
facing deportation.

“There’s a lot not to be 
proud about when celebrat-
ing the Fourth of July,” said 
Janelle Astorga Ramos, a 
University of New Mexico 
student and daughter of a 
Mexican immigrant. “Even 
though it’s a time to cel-
ebrate as a country and (for) 
our unity, it’s defi nitely go-
ing to be on the back of our 
minds.”

Despite those concerns, 
Ramos said her family will 
recognize the holiday and 
visit Elephant Butte, New 
Mexico, a popular summer 
destination. “This is our 
home,” Ramos said.

Isabella Baker, a 17-year-

old Latina from Bosque 
Farms, New Mexico, said 
she’ll celebrate the holiday 
based on her own views of 
patriotism.

“More people are stand-
ing up because of the po-
litical climate,” Baker said. 
“That makes me proud.”

Protest against pipeline
For months, members of 

the Standing Rock Sioux 
were at the center of a pro-
test against an oil pipeline 
in North Dakota. A protest 
camp was set up. The tribe 
said the Dakota Access oil 
pipeline plan could pose 
a threat to water sources, 
if there were a leak, and 
cause cultural harm. Police 
made more than 700 arrests 
between August 2016 and 
February 2017. The Trump 
administration approved 
the fi nal permit for the $3.8 
billion pipeline, which be-
gan operating June 1. The 
pipeline moves oil from 
western North Dakota to a 
distribution point in Illinois. 
Four Sioux tribes are still 
fi ghting in federal court to 
get the line shut down.

Ruth Hopkins, a member 
of South Dakota’s Sisseton 
Wahpeton Oyate tribe, said 
Native Americans always 
have viewed the Fourth of 
July with ambivalence, and 
this year will be no different.

However, there will be cel-
ebrations.

Her Lake Traverse Indian 
Reservation holds an annual 
powwow on July 4 to honor 
veterans as a way to take the 
holiday back, she said.

“Also, a lot of people up 
here use fi reworks and the 
holiday to celebrate vic-
tory over Custer for Victory 
Day,” said Hopkins, refer-
ring to Sitting Bull and Cra-
zy Horse defeating George 
Custer and his 7th Cavalry 
at the Battle of the Little 
Big Horn.

Still, the holiday comes 
after tribes and others 
gathered in North Dakota 
to support the Standing 
Rock Sioux tribe and its 
fi ght against the pipeline, 
Hopkins said. Because of 
that, water and land rights 
remain on peoples’ mind, 
Hopkins said.

Gyasi Ross, a member of 
Montana’s Blackfeet Na-
tion and a writer who lives 
on the Port Madison Indian 
Reservation near Seattle, 
said all the tensions this 
Fourth of July are a blessing 
because it has awakened a 
consciousness among peo-
ple of color.

“The gloves are off,” Ross 
said. “We can’t ignore these 
things anymore.”

However, Ross said he 
wants his young son to be 
hopeful about the future. 
They will likely go fi shing 
on the Fourth of July.
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Horse, a spiritual lead-
er of the Great Sioux 
Nation, puts on his 
headdress for an inter-
faith ceremony Dec. 4 
at the Oceti Sakowin 
camp where people 
gathered to protest the 
Dakota Access oil pipe-
line in Cannon Ball, N.D. 
David Goldman / AP


